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H E only addition to Ane is the deſpair 
of redreſs. And there can be no greater 


appearance of a failure in this reſpect, in the : 


body politick, than where the repreſentatives of 
the people are deaf to their complaints, inſen- 
fible of their griefs, and Partial to the authors 
of their misfortunes, | 


Tur ; liberality with with the nation con- 

tributed towards a war with France; and the 
tranquility on the continent of Europe, gave us 
great hopes of ſucceſs; but our moſt ſanguine 
and well grounded expectations ſoon vaniſhed, 
with the loſs of Minorca, and therewith the 
trade and navigation of the Levant. 


On only relief. was 2 : dependance © on the 


1 aukedians of our liberties, to enquire into the cauſe 


LY ; : 
Wear - I: * 
? 


a of this misfortune, and to Fan thoſe, who 
IE 3 5 ſhould 
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ſhould be found the authors of our diſquietude, 
_ difgrace, and lofs. The whole nation laid their 
caſe in the moſt dutiful and affecting terms 


before their ſovereign : his Majeſty promiſed 


his afflicted people that juſtice ſhould be done. 
They directed their repreſentatives to make a 
calm, diſpaſſionate, and impartial enquiry : | 
but, behold! they have the mortification to 
find that neither the royal wiſdom, nor their 
own authority, was ſufficient to convict the 
leaſt of the offenders, or to bring one of the 
managers of our marine, or one evil counſellor 
=, Es 


Ir is true an enquiry was, after many diffi- 
culties, begun, and the ſtate papers relating to 
the equipment of the French, in their ſeveral 
ports, during the time of their preparations 
againſt the Britiſb dominions, were produced 
in the houſe of commons: but, by the ſame. 
means, which ſo often have influenced the 
members of that auguſt aſſembly to grant the. 
people's money without meaſure, the managers 

for the late miniſtry have endeavoured to ſtifle 

all further examination into their conduct by the 
_ fllowing reſolutions: 1 he ð fs 


« Mx. P—ft—r (according to order) reported 
e from the committee of the whole houſe, to 
„hom it was referred to conſider of the fe- 
c veral papers and accounts, preſented to the 
| © houſe in this ſeſſion of parliament, relating 


„ 


Fl 1 Þ 
to: 18 concerning the motions or de- 
h ſigns of the French; to preparations made, 


& and orders given, for the equipment or ſailing 


«of any of his Majeſty's ſhips of war, or for 
the defence of any of his Majeſty's dominions | 
ce in the Mediterranean, and to the ſtate and 
« condition of his Majeſty's navy, and of the 


e iſland of Minorca, during the years 1755 and 
© 1756; the reſolutions, which the committee 
e had directed. him to report to the houſe, 
which he read in his place, and afterwards 
delivered in at the table, where the ſame were 
1 read, and are as followeth, VIS. 


5E | Reſoboed, 5 
« THAT it appears to this committee, that 


his Majeſty from the 27th Augu/t 1755, to 
« 2oth April 1756, received ſuch repeated and 


** concurrent intelligence, as gave juſt reaſon to 


* believe, that the French King intended to 


<« invade his Majeſty's s dominions of Great 


c« Britain or Treland. 


18008 « Reſolved, 151 435 
28 © Ti AT it appears to this committee, that 


“his Majeſty received repeated and concurrent 
intelligence, from the month of Auguft 17 55, 


© to the month of April 1756, that, with in- 


60 tent to invade his Majeſty's dominions, great 
_ © numbers of troops were marched from the 
« Interior parts of France, to the coaſts of Pi- 
e | B 2 | es Wes "Torah 


© tities of proviſions, artillery, and warlike ſtores, 
7 collected, and numbers of veſſels for the tranſ- 


— Portation of foldiers aſſembled, in the ports 
* of France, Ne to the coaſts of this _ 


cc * dom. 54 


ee Reſolveq 


„Tuna it appears to this committee, that in 
ce the months of September, Ofober, November, 


« and December, 1755, his Majeſty received 


ce various repeated and concurrent advices of the 
e actual equipping of a ſquadron of twelve ſhips 


ce of the line, beſides frigates, at Toulon, and 


« that the faid armament would at lateſt be ready | 


to fail very rt n che ſpring, 1750 
cc Reſolved, 5 3 


ae THAT it appears to this committee, think on WE: 
e the fourth of February 1756, in a letter from 
«Mr. conſul Birtles, dated Genoa, 1 7 January | 


* 56, his Majeſty received advice of an in- 


ce tention to ſurpriſe the iſland of Minorca, 
« which was confirmed by many ſubſequent 
ce advices of the actual deſtination of the. ſaid 
<© armament againſt the ſaid iſland, receiyed in 


cc © the month of pines I 7 $9. 


cc ' Reſolved, 


TAT it appears to this ebe that 


+ his Majeſty received repeated and concurrent 
| „„ e < intel- 


\ * K F 0 ; P * 
—— » 
th md * CES 
| ; . 
* 


& « cordy, 8 and 1 great quan- 


1 


ee intelligence, that the Towlon Ges, which 
« failed to Minorca, conſiſting of twelve ſhips 
of the line, was ill provided with men and 
cc Suns. 


8 Reſolved, i x 
e Tur it appears to this gap that | 
&« His Majeſty, between the goth of Fanuary 
< 1756, and the 6th of March 1756; received 
e intelligence, that there was fitted and fitting 
« for the ſea at Breſt and Rochfort, a ſquadron 
t of ſeventeen ſhips of the line, which by intel- 
de ligence, received the 7th March 17 56, was to 
be augmented to twenty-two ſhips of the 
« line, ſome of which were to be fitted out for 
* tranſporting. troops; and by further intelli- 
e gence received, of the 3 1it of March 1756, 
was increaſed to twenty-three ſhips of the 
« line, exclufive of three {hips of the line, lad 
Ki to be deſtined for America. 


6e Nee 


„ TrarT it appears to this committee, that Sir - 
Edward Hawke received orders to fail on the 
« 27th February 1756, and actually failed on 
the 12th of March following, on a cruize to 
« the weſtward, with a ſquadron of fourteen 
« ſhips of the lipe, which ſquadron, under the 
command of Sir Edward Hawke, was, on the 
* 1ſt of April 15 56, ordered to be re-inforced 
© with five ſhips of the line, under r rear admiral | 
"0M  Holbourne, 


: B * 8 « Reſolved, a 


181 


1 e Reſolved, 

[ I appears to this committee, that 
1 25 n the 8th March 1756, orders were given 

buy the commiſſioners of the admiralty, to 
1 « get ready ten ſhips of the line, for the Medi- 

1 © terranean, and on the 11th of March 1756, 
| © orders were given by the commiſſioners of 
5 the admiralty to admiral Byng, to take the 

* ſaid ten ſhips of the line under his command, 
and fit them for ſea, as ſoon as poſſible, . 
* and on the 27th of March 1756, the com- F 
* miſfioners of the admiralty were ordered to 


e ſend ten ſhips of the line to the iſland of 5 

„ Minorca, which ſhips failed on the 6th of B 

e April following, which ten ſhips at their 3 

* e were fully manned, (including the royal 1 

4 © regiment of fuzileers, ſent on board to ſerve 7 
| <« as part of their complement, and which was : 9 
bd ordered to be landed at Minorca, in caſe the 1 
| * governor, or commander in chief of that 


n iſland, ſhould think it neceſſary for its de- 
& fence, )* and, as appears by a letter from the 

s ſaid amid to the ſaid commiſſioners, were 
« in every Oy ready for fall 


1 Reſolved,” 


„Tur it appears to this committee, that 
* on the 1ſt of April 1756, there were twenty- 
e ſeven of his Majeſty's thips of the line, cruiz- 
C ing on 1 the follow! mg ſervices; that! is to ſay, 
DE. ** four- 
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« fourteen ſhips of the line cruizing between 
« Bret and Rochfort, under the command of 


% Sir Edward Haufe; five more of the line 


te ordered, under the command of admiral 
« Holbourne, to join Sir Edward Hawke ; one 
te between Cape Clear and Scilly, one between 


« Scilly and Uſhant, two off the iſle of Baſs, 
d one off Cape Barfleur, two in the Downs, 
cc under the command of admiral Smith, and 
« one at Cork; and twenty-eight ſhips of the 


te line in commiſſion at home, that is to ſay, 


_ « ſeventeen fitted for ſea, ten fitting, and one 


cc jn harbour ſervice, all which were, excluſive 


of the ſquadron under the command of ad- 


© miral Byng, then under orders to fail imme. 
ce diately for the Mediterranean, and that the 


e complement of the ſaid twenty-eight ſhips of 
e the line at home, amounted to 14,040 men, 
and that there were borne upon the ſaid ſhips 
* books, 9891 men, and 7249 muſtered. 


Re * / > 1 Edo Eb AAS uf 

„ THAT it appears to this committee, that 
de on the 1ſt April 1756, there were forty. five 
< frigates, ſloops, and armed ſhips, cruizing on 


< the following ſtations; that is to ſay, three 
under Sir Edward Hawke, one off Breſt, two 
< off the iſle of Baſs, four off Cape Barfleur, 
* fourteen under admiral Smith, two at Dublin, 
one at Greenock, one at Whitehaven, two at 
Liverpool, two in Kingroad, one at Biddeford, 
* one at Falmouth, one at Exmouth, one at Tar- 


at . 


1661 


at Newcaſtle, one at Leith, one at Sheernefs 
" goin g to Leith, three convoy to Stadbt, one 
convoy from Oftend, and then ordered to the 
Doꝛons; and there were at home ſeventeen 


* frigates, floops, and yachts, fitted and fitting 
e for the ſea, the — of which ſeven- 


© teen amounted to 2405 men, of which 1 128 


were bare, and 1320 muſtered. 


« « Reſolved, 


8955 Tur it appears by the laſt returns Am 
© Minorca, before the Hove: bearing date the 
« 31ſt Yuly 1755, that the garriſon of fort 
« Saint Philip conſiſted of 2860 men (officers ' 
included) and that on the 1ſt February 1756, 
c there were thirty-five military officers abſent 
© from their duty, including the governor and 
commander in chief of the iſland, the governor 
of fort Saint Philip, and the colonels of the 
four regiments in garriſon there, the governor 
© of the iſland, being otherwiſe employed in his 


<« Majeſty's ſervice, the governor of fort Saint 
* Philip diſabled by age and infirmities, nine- 


< teen ſecond-licutenants and enſigns, appointed 
© between the 1ſt of October 175 5, and the 4th 

© of January 17 56, and nine officers, employed 
8 in the recruiting ſervice i in Great Britain. 70 


cc Reſolved, 


e Tan it appears to this committee, 8 : 
6. major general Stuart did, in the month of 
uy Novem- 


ent. one at Lynn, one in the Humber, one 
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et 


«© November 1 7 5 5, receive orders from his 


« Majeſty, to repair to Minorca, in order to be 


« affiſtant to lieutenant general Blakeney, then 


c commanding his Majeſty's forces in that iſland, 
* and: that on the 3d of February following 


et the colonels of the ſeveral regiments then in 
„ Minorca, received an order from his Majeſty, 
c to ſend all the abſent officers of their re- 
1 ſpective regiments to their duty there, except 

= cc ſuch as it ſhould be neceſſary to keep 1 in Great : 
1 Britain on che recruiting ſervice. | 


ec Rechte, 
„ TnAr it appears to this committee, chat 


c on the 28th of March 1 17 56, a detachment, | 


« with proper officers, equal to a battalion, was 
cc ordered to be ſent Roth Gibraltar, to be — 
ce * the relief of Minorca, 


* Reſolved, 


„ TnAr it appears to this cottinaittbe, that 
< on the zoth of March 1756, orders were 
given for raiſing a company of miners, con- 
42 ling of 200 men, and on the 7th of May 
„17 56, directions were given for ſending three 
more battalions for the reinforcement of the 
ce « garriſon of fort Saint hee of 15 


3 Reſokved, 
c Tur it appears to "this committee, that 


2 20 the e of his Mel! ſhips in the 


cc * Medi- 


K 
« Medi terranean, in the mo nth of December 


« 1755, conſiſted of one ſhip of 60 guns, two 
* of 50 guns, four frigates, and one floop ; 


< faid month of December, according to the laſt 
returns, made the 3 iſt of July 17 5 5, conſiſted 
© of 2860 men (officers included) and that it 
* doth appear, that no greater number of ſhips 
< of war could be ſent into the Mediterranean 


than were ſent on the 6th of April 1706, nor 
* any greater reinforcement than the regiment 


ce which was ſent, and the detachment equal 


© to a battalion, which was ordered to the relief 


« of fort Saint Philip, conſiſtently with - the 


e {tate of the navy, and the various ſervices 


< eſſential to the ſafety of his Majeſty's domi- 
03 nions, and the intereſt of his „ ” 


KRiotrrions! winds I preſume were not | 


taken by the whole houſe: and ſhould it ap- 


. pear that the minority in the debate were 
members of the greateſt property and integrity, 
who have ſomething of their own to loſe, and 
are tenacious of the right and property of their 
conſtituents, and were of opinion that the loſs 
of Minorca was principally owing to the not 
' ſending an earlier and ſtronger naval force into 
the Mediterranean, than that, which failed under 


_ admiral Byng ; to the delay of not ſending any 


reinforcements of troops to that iſland, till the 


departure of the faid admiral ; to the ſuffering 


the officers belonging to the garriſon to continue 
abſent 


and 
«* that the garriſon of fort Saint Philip, in the 


. „„ = 
A abſent from their poſts; and' to. the not giving 
orders for raiſing miners for the defence of fort 
Saint Philip, till the zoth of March 1756. 
Won't an injured nation be apt to think, that 
Ineſe reſolutions were taken by men, who had 


9 o will of their own, and held their ſeats in 
parliament by miniſterial tenure, and not by 
the free choice of the people? Becauſe it does 
appear from the original papers laid before 
them, that the miniſtry, in their ſeveral de- 
partments had very early and clear intelligence 
of the preparations and ſtrength of the enemy 
in the ports of the Mediterranean, as well as 
of thoſe armaments that were carrying on 


along the coaſt of the Britiſb channel: and that 


A "there was no want of ſhips, nor of men for ſea 
3 Pr land ſervice to have defended our own coaſt, 
5 and to have repelled all attempts the French 
were able to make — * pat of 50 * 


dominions. 


| Bur this will be more i from the 


following minutes faithfully extracted from thoſe 


J very papers; on which the free and indepen- 
dant repreſentatives of the people grounded their 


negative to the above recited reſolutions ; and 


are thus publiſhed in juſtification of their con⸗ 
duct in a caſe of the greateſt concern to their 
> conſtituents; and to enable every rational and 
unbiaſſed Elector to diſcern how far the wiſdom 
and integrity of their repreſentatives, who have 


ſereened the objects of their country's reſent- 
3 ment, 


Ef: * 


44 Mediterranean, in the month of Decembir 


« 1755, conſiſted of one ſhip of 60 guns, two 
* of 50 guns, four frigates, and one floop ; and 
* that the garriſon of fort Saint Philip, in the 
, ſaid month of December, according to the laſt 


returns, made the 3 iſt of July 17 55, conſiſted 

of 2860 men (officers included) and that it 
„ doth appear, that no greater number of ſhips 
©* of war could be ſent into the Mediterranean 
than were ſent on the 6th of April 1706, nor 
any greater reinforcement than the regimerit 
* which was ſent, and the detachment equal 
© to a battalion, which was ordered to the relief 
of fort Saint Philip, conſiſtently with the 
* {tate of the navy, and the various ſervices 
<c eſſential to the ſafety of his Majeſty's domi- 
2 nions, and the intereſt of his ſubjects.” 


Kio ious ! which I preſume were not 


taken by the whole houſe: and ſhould it ap- 
pear that the minority in the debate were 
members of the greateſt property and integrity, 


who have ſomething of their own to loſe, and 


are tenacious of the right and property of their 
conſtituents, and were of opinion that the loſs 
of Minorca was principally owing to the not 
ſending an earlier and ſtronger naval force into 
the Mediterranean, than that, which failed under 
admiral Byng; to the delay of not ſending any 
reinforcements of-troops to that iſland, till the 


departure of the ſaid admiral; to the ſuffering 


the officers belonging to the garriſon to continue 
; abſent 
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Abſent from their poſts; and to the not giving 


? orders for raiſing miners for the defence of fort 
Faint Philip, till the 3oth of March 1756. 
Won't an injured nation be apt to think, that 
"Hheſe reſolutions were taken by men, who had 
ho will of their own, and held their ſeats. in 
parliament by miniſterial tenure, and not by 


he free choice of the people? Becauſe it does 


appear from the original papers laid before 


| them, that the miniſtry, in their ſeveral de- 
partments had very early and clear intelligence 
of the preparations and ſtrength of the enemy 
in the ports of the Mediterranean, as well as 
of thoſe armaments that were carrying on 
along the coaſt of the Britiſh channel: and that 
there was no want of ſhips, nor of men for ſea 
or land ſervice to have defended our own coaſt, 


and to have repelled all attempts the French 
"2 were able to make againſt any part of the Britiſh 


7 dominions. 
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Bur this will be more conſpicuous from the 


| 1 following minutes faithfully extracted from thoſe 
very papers; on which the free and indepen- 


2 dant repreſentatives of the people grounded their 
negative to the above recited reſolutions ; and 


are thus publiſhed in juſtification of their con- 
duct ina caſe of the greateſt concern to their 
> conſtituents; and to enable every rational and 
unbiaſſed Elector to diſcern how far the wiſdom 
and integrity of their repreſentatives, who have 


ſereened the objects of their country's reſent- 


ment, and the authors of its diſgrace and miſ- 
fortunes, ſhould recom mend them to their future 
MET, 


By a letter mh the A of our embaſly 
at « Paris dated ſo early as the I ſt day of January 
1755 and at a time that the Duke de M:reporx 

was employing all his abilities to prevent the 
Juſt reſentment” of Great Britain againſt his 
nation for the hoſtilities committed by the 
French in America; with the moſt religious 
_ aſſurances, that his court was ſincerely defirous 2 
to adjuſt finally and expeditiouſly all diſputes 
ſubſiſting between the two crowns in the new © 
world; Sir Thomas Robinſon, one of his Majeſty's 
principal ſecretaries of ſtate, was informed, that 
ſeventeen men of war were ordered to be 
1 at Breſt, the admiral's ſhip to be of 
70 guns, and that zhe greateſ? part of this mw : 
| Was dg kgs for AMERICA, : 


x O 

Tus intelligence was repeated from Paris r 
and other places, with many additional cireumn- y 
ſtances. On the 8th, the ſame gentleman © þ 
adviſed that the armament at "go contin of ; I 


218 iö ad, with 1 8 that adn are gone to 
B. ft, to fit out ſeventeen men of war (by ſome I am told), 
frigates included: (by others, excluſive of them) The 

. admiral's ſhip is 70 guns. They are to have regular troops 
on board. But part of this fleet only (and that the greateſt) 
is deſtined for America: but can't be renoy before April 5 
or May, De „ e 

"7M Received on the 12th. re on rote”. 
| ſixteen 


r 
_— 
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3 at and day to get them to * b. 
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arten ſhips of the line and five frigates to carry 


3000 land forces; again, on the 1 5th*© he re- 


3 duceth the number of ſhips to ten, from 60 to 
"IM 74 guns, and four frigates; and twelve {hips 
3 1 from 12 to 24 guns, each to ſerve as tranſports, 
to fail with 5000 land forces at the end of 
XZ March, or beginning of April. From the Hague 


this equipment was confirmed, but ſaid not to 


be with that diſpatch as firſt reported; that 
7 10,000 men were ordered for Britany, and 
that the troops to be embarked would be 
2 draughted out of old corps*. On the contrary, 
= other advices to the ſaid office declare that the 
2 preparations at Breſt were then as great, as if 
the flames of war would extend all over Europe: 
1 and that it was reported, though of to be cre- 


dited, that an attempt was 0 in favour of 


a the Pretender* a 


On the a 0 „ Mr. De © ofre further A. 


1 covers that there were eight more ſhips fitting 
0 9 out at Rochfort and Rochelle, which i in all would 


make thirty ſhips of war; twenty of which 
were of the line, that they were to take on 
board 6000 land forces, and that py” worked 5 


= © Received on te 18th. 


4 Advices received in Lord Heldernſ? J office, ©, Bb 


17th, 1755. Letter A. 


© See ditto, 
* Dated Paris, 22d January, I - 55. 
2 8 letter A in Lord Holderneſs S office, 


LIST 


_—. .* 
5 


2 
2 
3 


Defenſeur, 


Entreprenant, 2 


LE ſperance, 2 


b 14 J 
LI IS T of the Heiss at + Breſt then Atting on out *, b. 


Rate. built. refitted. men. guns. captains, : 
Ze Fe, 1 


Palmier, 
Heros, 


Bizarre, 


1746 
I752 


1752 
1750 


1723 


1751 
1747 


1724 


749 1100 


1752 


750 
750 


580 
750 


759 
759 


o Macnamara, 


74 Boisla Moths 


74 Monluct. 
64 Salverte, 
74 Boiſutr. 


74 Beatfremont. 


1752 750 
At Quebec. 


1735 1749 750 
1740 1743 580 
T 
1721 1747 580 64 LOrgeric 
i746 380 64 Gonin, 
Eb iS. ed 
1747 580 <4 Miriniet: 
14 230 30 Du Boto. 
230 30 Hori. 


Algenguir, 2 70 Montalet. 


70 Hucguari. 
64 MV. Cboiſtu l. | 
64 St. Lazarre. 


2 

2 3 
; Tlleftre, 3 
Leopard, 3 
A 
4 

3 

3 


Apollon, 
Uni,” 
-Prothee, 
| Fleur de lis, frig. 
 Amethiſie, do. „ 
Heroine, do. 1752 220 26 Tourvil, 
Sirene, do. 1745 230 30 L'Arguille. Xt 

Aquilon, 4 1730 1751 350 50 Bonville. 

 Comete, | frig. 1752 , 220. 22 Grag. 


| To be commanded by Monſieur Macnamara; 
to carry fix regiments of two battalions each, 


; and to be ned for four months and a Hat. 
SOON 


1749 


*h Sia De Cofue. TX 9 
4 Dated February 12th and 19th, received on the 16th = 
| and 23d. Mr. de . alſo adviſes, by letter dated Feb. 5th 


uz, 


L rs] 


4 YF Soo after this he tranſmitted a circumſtan- 
” NQantial account of the equipment making at 
ra, Reocbfort, and the diligence uſed to fit thoſe 


„ % ſhips for ſervice: by which it appears that the 
| enemy had the following ſhips fitting out in 

this port in February I75 5: 1 
ont. Ships names. rates. built. men. guns. captains. 
2. Le Veille, 3 1752 580 64 Fontais. 
: L Inflexible, 3 1752 580 64 Guebriant. 
| L'Opintatre, 3 1752 580 64 Moileire. 
*  L' Aigh, 4 1750 350 50 Coufage. 
71! 


Lua Diane, frig. 1741 230 34 Rigaudiere. 
„ Fidelle, 5 do. 1747 220 26 Tonguiere. 
1755, that they were ſure of their complement of men to 


' man this fleet; and that they took choice of what they 
found in all their veſſels. And by his diſpatches of the 


4 Sth March, received the 11th, it appears that the quantity 
/ proviſions had been doubled. Other advices are poſitive 
that there were then twenty ſhips of the line fit for ſervice 3 
= at Breſt; and add that the report of a deſcent on Scotland, 
nin favour of the pretender, ſeemed to be without founda- 
fo tion. See letter A, dated Feb. 24, 1755. | 
> *=* With this lit it is obſerved, that there was not A 


ſufficient quantity of cannon in the royal ſtores to arm the 
= dhips putting in commiſſion ; that they had borrowed ſome 
2: 3 from the Eaſt India company, and ſent for the reſt to 
5. — Sweden; and that only the hve firſt ſhips in the Bre liſt 


had their lower tiers. 


7 i 
. 225 
. r 


AY It was adviſed from Holland, by a letter dated 15th Feb. 
ON that the French were buying up all forts of * and pro- 
8 viiſſious at Amſterdam, and ſending them to HBreſt and Roch- 
Fort: with which two ſhips had already failed, and two 
en more were in che Texel * a wind. 

99 Na : Urrupzro 
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"HiTnurzRTo it does not appear that there was 


any intelligence of armaments making ready 
in the ports of the Mediterranean : on the con- 
trary, thirty officers of that department in the 
French marine were ordered round to Breſt, 


under a pretence to ſerve in the fleet fitting out 
in that port. From whence the miniſtry re- 


ceived, on the 24th February 1755, certain 
advice, that they were fitting out with all ex- 
pedition fifteen fail, vig. ſeven of the line, five 
frigates, and three from 20 to 30 guns; to be 
ready to ſail in March for America, with a large 
body of regular troops: that another ſquadron 
of ſeven ſhips of the line was ordered to be 
equipped as ſoon as poſſible; and that France 
ſeemed determined to put all its naval force to 
ſea, either to reinforce their American ſquadron, 3 


or to execute more N projects. 


| Foun days 8 che ſame channel informs 
che Earl of Holderneſs, that in all theſe arma- 


ments there appeared a plain deſign to make 


ſettlements, and to build forts : becauſe the 
greateſt part of the ſhips were equipping en 


ute, or for the tranſporting of troops. He 


alſo remarked, that it was reported they were 


reſolved to augment the fortifications at Lowiſ- 


 beurg, and to build forts on the Ohio; that 
M. Salvert would be charged with the expe- 
dition to Canada: and that, after ſending re- 
; inforcements to America, it was * they 


would 7 


1g £168 
,_ kobe 


8 
—— 
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would keep two ſquadrons at home; to be em- 
ployed only en la petite guerre; as not being 


5 N enough for the Aw at lea. e 


Bur conſul Birtles, by letter from Gems: 


9 ddted tenth of February 1755, and received by 
the ſecretary of ſtate on the 26th of the ſame 


month, writes, that there were at that time 
twenty-four ſhips of war in the harbour of 

Toulon; beſides three on the ſtocks, and a 70 
gun ſhip careening : that there were orders ar- 

rived from court to fit out that whole fleet with 
expedition: that the magazines and flores were 
in great order, and in ſuch readineſs, that it was 
| poſſible to pur wa thoſe 1 to fea in a "ep 
| ſhort time, 7 


Tun was confirmed from ee on the : 


= 12th March 175 5: from whence conſul Banks 


informs Sir Thomas Robinſon, that the French 
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were fitting out b:rty-/ix large ſhips of war: 
12 they worked very hard to get them ready 50 
for ſca: that the great admiral of France was 


9 to have the chief command: that the merchant 
» ſhips were taken up to tranſport a great number | 

of land forces: but that it was not cn n 
# wn pave: they were deſigned.” act 


Ir might be thought that this repeated; its cir- 


| cumſtantial, and creditable intelligence of the 
2 exertion of the 2ohole naval power of France; 
7 and the embarkation of ſo many land forces, Cc. 


f 1 18 

for America; and in the Mediterranean, where 
Ain“ c and Gibraltar were the moſt pro- 

ö bable objects of their deſtination; would have 
| rouzed the attention of the Britiſh miniſtry to 
| | exert.their endeayours to intercept the American 
# {quadron, and to cover our fortreſſes in the 
Mediterranean and Streights from inſult and 
_furprize. But, though it muſt be granted that 
Great Britain was; by far, ſuperiot to France by © 

. fea, and that the loſs of Mahon or Gibraltar © 
would be a fatal ſtroke to the Britiſb commerce, 
no care was taken to ſecure the internal ſtrength 
ef thoſe fortifications, nor to cover them from 
an attack by ſea: and, as we ſhall ſee hereafter, © 
the Poor diſpatched for the American ſervice, 
was not appointed with that prudence, which = + 
Was — to defend our Intereſt 1 in the new ——_ 


„„ OY . 
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2 NI. de Cofre, 88 hat to ave been wN 
diligent in procuring intelligence of the mea- 
_ _ ſurespurſued by the French miniſtry, acquaints 
Sir / Thamas Robinſon; by letter dated from Paris, 
rath March 175 5, That, from what he had been 
able to learn further of their armament, he had _ 
fund, that ten of their large ſhips were not to 
have their lower. tiers; but to have their port 
Holes caulked up, in order to be fitted up to 
tranſport their troops. He then adds, e N is 


. in 3 Belderneſs 8 office, Py 2 5th of 5 
nth there was a TH at Paris of a | as won to attack 5 
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* ee id, that it will require near two months 
. before the equipment can be completed. I 
| ec am told there are only /x thips already 
; 3 equipped; which lie out, in the road of Breft 
. harbour, and that, as this expedition is ſuppoſed 
e to be intended for Canada, if all the ſhips 
e were ready, yet it would not be proper to 
= « ſail before the latter end of April; becauſe 
ce the harbour of Lowſoourg would not be clear 
e of ice at their arrival: that the voyage thither 
e is generally about forty, and ſometimes fifty 
ee days; and the uſual time of departure is never 
2 < before the beginning of May : therefore, if 
the expedition be retarded to that time, it 
ee may be concluded with great appearance of 
e certainty, that it is deſtined for that place; 
e and that, on the contrary, if any of the ſhips 

Ee ſail ſooner, their deſtination may be Talpeqed 5 
8 to be for ſore other e : 


| Ther Holderneſs, about the ſame time », re- 
| ceived advice, that in the port of Breſt there 
were great preparations for embarking officers: 


E d 4 chat the ſhips en flute were to carry no more 


than 20 or 22 guns: that there were orders 
ſent to fit out eigbt more ſhips of war: that 
there were now at Breſt thirty-five ſhips, viz. 
' eighteen of the line from 60 to 80 guns, the 
others frigates and light veſſels, beſides nine 


men of war, viz. five of the line, and four 
MW frigates on the ſtocks, to be launched within 


| ® March . Toth, and 14th. EE 
3 a. 8 three 


120 1 
three months: that they had been ſupplied with 
maſts and other ſtores, 36 pieces of cannon, and 
balls by Swediſb veſſels: that only nine ſhips of 
the line were ready with two thouſand * ſoldiers: 
and that at Bruſſels it was reported ten tranſ- 
ports were aſſembled at Calais. 


On the 17th of March the ſhips equipped at 
Breſt got into the road : but the letters on the 


25th ſaid, that they could not be able to fail 
before the beginning of April; that they would 


endeavour to ſlip away, without noiſe, with ſuc- 
cours to America, and that the Duke of Mire- 
 Foix's negociation was only to gain time, till the 
French ſhould arrive at their ſettlements, and be 
Provided to declare open war. 


Tur advices to Lord Holderneſs © on the 55 3 
of March, brought an account That there were 


ſeventeen ſhips armed and equipped at Breſt : 


that the reſt would not be ready till the 1 3th of 
April; though four ſhips from 60 to 64 guns, 
were fitted out and gone into the road : that 
they were victualled for fix months, and deſtined pt 
for America : and that a quadron of an equal 
force was equipping in that port, with five or 


| fix e, and ſome bomb- ketches. 10 


+n The "= of the 216 1 hls e to 


8 for Canada, and augment the number of ſoldiers to 


3000 and mention another equipment x to be commanded 8 


Afri 


dy Galli oniere, 


. r 
e 
N 4 >.> 

. 


April 2d, 17555 Tur armament at Bre/? 


was carried on with the ſame diligence ; and 
| propoſed to be ready to fail by the 29th. No 


ſtep towards augmenting their land forces. 


5th. FoURTEEN ſhips were got into the road: 


on which were embarked implements for 
_ throwing up or removing earth, and erecting 
forts; alſo proviſions for Indians — deſtined for 
Gaſpeſie—and to be commanded in chief by 
De la Mothe; M. Macnamara being thought 
b-. old, though certainly the beſt officer they 
ä FFF 15 


gth. Ir is now diſcovered that fix ſhips, 


which got into the road on the Ii 7th of March, 
had failed privately for America with troops, in 
the night between the 18th and 19th of the 
fame month: that fx others took their ſtation 
1n the road, and received on board a number of 
regular troops, amongſt whom were many 
Scotch and Triſb officers; and that orders were 
iſſued for ue more ſhips to be expedited with 


the utmoſt diligence, 


Received by che Earl of Holderneſs on the 6 tv. 
P See advices in Lord Holderneſs's office, March 21ſt, 


1 N April qth. Orders were ſent for their embarkation at 

Bret on this and the following days to the 13th. They in 
all amounted to 3000 men, taken by 500 out of ſix regi- 

ments of two battalions each; as by advice received April 


"<3 | 1 


4522. 


1 1th, Evxky thing ſpeaks war at hand. The 
foe new ſhips of war are all ready, and will be 
in the road next week *, and M. Dieſchau,. Who 

is to have the chief command by land in Ame- 
rica, „ will embark on the 1 5th, 


Tn HESE lettars EL that 5 peg was Foe talk 
of the Pretender, ad of a deſcent to be made 
on one of the kingdoms of Great Britain : and 
that there were no orders as yet gone for equip- 
ping a fleet at Toulon: which is very inconſiſtent 
with conſul Birtle's advice of the tenth of 

February; and, indeed, ſeems to have been 
wrote at random ; for, three days after, this 
fame correſpondent delivers it for fact, that 
orders had been ſent to Toulon for fitting out 
ten ſhips of the line; and further adds, that the 
French marine armaments were expected to be 
completed in a month. 


6th. M. 4 Coſne writes that the fa ate 
- Tot Diane had been diſpatched and failed er, 
RNochfort, on the 27th ult. to Louiſbourg and 
Quebec, with advice of the ſuccours deſtined for 
America: that eight ſhips more of the line were 
ordered to be victualled and fit for the ſea in 
two months: that M. Macnamara had received 
5 orders to ſail this day, if the wind ſhould per- 
mit; and that the courier was ordered not 


Hh hey ſailed into the' road on or before the 18th day, as 
appears "7 other advices. 


= * | — Ye; — OR ** een 2 - - - — 
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1231 : 
to return to court, . the ere was out at 
ſea. | SO 2647 bn, 


8th. 458 from Flanders related that 
there was at Breſt eleven ſhips ready for ſea; 
but was thought they would not fail till the 
whole armament was completed : that.. the 
equipment at Rochfort was finiſhed, and two 
more fixty gun ſhips, and a frigate of 46 had 
been put into commiſſion : that there were ſome 


that beſides the fleet then ready to fail, they 
were fitting out at Bret one 70, one 56, and 
one 50 gun ſhip; and that there were twelve 
more ſhips of 64 guns in that harbour, which 
might ey pt be made fit for ſea®. 


M. % 92 is more particular; who having 
by letters of the 1 5th, confirmed the intelligence 
of the united fleet, or ſquadrons from Rochfort 
and Bret, being ready to weigh anchor in Breſt 
road; and ſent a liſt incloſed of land forces, 
5 particularly the 1ri/h brigade, ordered to march 
doovyn to the ſea coaſt, and to remain in garriſon 
at Dunkirk, Oroveline. and Calais, till further 

ü orders; L be, on chen Sth, ſends advice that this ſaid 


In order to man this fleet they were An to firip 
| the ſhips of all their ſailors in the merchants ſervice, as 
appears by advices received from Holland on the 21ſt, 
which ſaid that veſſels were detained in Dunk:r+ for want 
of Lands; the ſailors being obliged to repair to Brgh. 5 
La fleet 


armed frigates at Sf. Mals's: that each veſſel 
was ordered to take 330 ſoldiers on board: 


1241 
fleet was then preparing to ſail, and contained 
and was commanded, as follows: 


LIS 1 of the Breſt Cds, the aer, nd 


guns, 


| Blipe. = Captains. | Guns. 
Formidable, Macnamara, general des armes navalles, 9o 


 Emvreprenant, Du Bois de la Mothe, chef d'eſcadr e, 74 


Ty, - — ) 0 © 
= — do. _— 
 Palmier, Beaufremont FOuvillers, captains, 74 
Allcide, Hocguart Parcevauz, do. 64 
bPeſperuere, Beaufrier, — ——ↄ2 
Dauphin Royall, Montalet, do. 20 . 
 *DPAlgenquir, Vilcon, do. 70 
* Eſperance, Bouville, 90. r 
* Artif, Chev. de Cheaumont, do. 64 
* luſtre, Obboiſeul, 75 do. 535 
® Opiniatre, Moclien, E 64 
LE, © Orgerie, ns 64 
Leopard, St. Lazarre, J 
Amethiſte, Sieur au Botte, ec. lieutenants, 30 
* Apollon, Govier, Me. Jo. 58 
Fleur de Lis Marnuic, &c. do. no 
Sime,  Tourville, ae. 94 30 
Cumette, SGrerauy, &c. OT” 
Heroine, Bory, lieutenant, 30 
I * L Aiguillmn, 5 . Aiguillon, Kc. . 
125 ſhips from 80 to 64 guns. . 5 
7 ie. a 
22 


0 7 Appointe for an hoſpital tip, and mounted only 26 guns: 
3 ; 


fa] 


Sb 55 i ſailed from Rochfort, offers fa g. 
Le Veillé, De Fauntais, de Roc hechamart, captain, 64 


L' Aigle, Du Con ſaque Billy, 4 36 
La Diane, Rigaudiere, e 
Fidelle, La Jonguiere De, lieutenant, 26 
— Guebriant I Aumont A. captain, 64 
2 ſhips of 64 guns. 
1 - 0 3% 
2 frigates, 


Total of both ports, : 
18 ſhips of the line. . 8 
5 oY: — 


27 


- B. Tnoss ſhips marked with * ſerved as 7 
tranſports for the troops, and only carried from 
18 to 22 guns, although pierced as above. 
The others were completely armed, and were 


the convoy to the ſhips for tranſporting the 
troops. | 


Howeves, though the: orders from court 
were ſo poſitive, and every thing was ready, the 
wind would not permit this fleet to fail till the 
3d of May; of which our miniſtry received 


This delay 1 various conjectures; for the public 
began to think that ſome other reaſon, beſides contrary | 
winds, occaſioned i it: as pee from the ien dated 
Moy 2d. + 


this 


** * wat. i. 4; 


4 At —— 3 


0 voyage without him", 


[ 26 } 5 
this poſitive advice from Paris, dated May 6th. 
« The Breſt fleet ſet fail very early on the 3d, 
= ih ſo fair a wind, as to be out of ſight in 

© a ſhort time. It is generally believed, that 
« Cues s orders are only to convoy the 
e ſhips that ſerve as tranſports, to a certain 


« diſtance,” and then to let them purſue their | 


u 72 


By theſe is; it 1s evident, Great Britain 


-had nothing to fear from an invaſion into either 
of its kingdoms: and that, notwithſtanding 
France had a few more ſhips in the ports of 
Breſt and Rochfort fit for ſervice, they had 
neither ſailors, proviſions, ordnance, nor ammu- 
nition, to fit them out for ſea ; nor any number 

of veſſels, capable of tranſporting an army into 
this iſland; had it ever fo ſeriouſly 3 

a | deſcent 1 in favour of * Pretender * Why 


then | 


_— This was \ epmfirmed by t the return of M. 1 5 


on RS 20th, with nine ſhips of the line, having convoyed : 


the tranſports beyond the capes, and left them to proceed 


to Canada with a fair wind. May 20th captain Innis, 
| Otter ſloop, at ſea, faw nine fail of French men of war off 
pant going into Bret. May 23d captain Edwards, 


Diſpatch, off Falmouth, ſaw twenty-five fail on the 4th, 


vix. twenty line of battle, two of 50, and three fri _ 
which came out of Bre and ſeparated, The 
admiral with eight ſail hauled their wind. See advices to 
Admiralty office. 


rench 


* The only intelligence, upon which the miniſtry could ; 


form any idea of an invaſion at this time, being the letters 


of Mr. Barnham from Due, to Mr. * I ſhall add 
On 


Eo their contents. 


r 


then was there not a more powerful fleet ordered, 
5 in time, to block up, or to intercept Macnamaras 
convoy? Could the ſovereign of the ſeas ſpare 
no greater force than eleven ſhips. of the line, 
and one ſloop, to defeat the embarkation for 
America? Did the miniſtry exert the utmoſt of 
their power in defence of our colonies, and to 
maintain the dominion of the ſeas, when they, 
appriſed of the force under failing orders 14 
Breſt, confined their own ſtrength to a ſqua- 
dron under Mr. Boſcawen, of little more than 
half the force; totally neglected a neceſſar 
ſupply of land men; and paid no manner of 
regard to the equipment of ten ſhips of the line 
at Toulon, of which they had poſitive advice on 
the 14th of April: nor to the intelligence from 
conſul Banks, on the 12th of March; which 
he wrote under A confirmed opinion, that there 


W 


r ˙AA TTT 


| On Feb. roth, He mentions great warlike preparations 

daily making; and a ſarprizing quantity of powder brought 
in a ſew days to Calais, in thirty flat bottomed veſſels, by 
3 - the way of their canals, and more expected. 

g Feb. 28th, He writes: The only intelligence this day 
L learned from Calais is, that the troops, which were ordered 
from the interior parts towards the ſea coaſt, have received 
counter- orders: and that every hits at that time ſeemed 

to be very quiet at Calais. 
March toth.—boo bomb-ſhells are brought | into 6 
and laid on the key: but their deſtination is a profound 
ſecret. At the ſame place are alſo arrived 60 cannoneers; 
and more troops are expected. But notwithſtanding this 
mighty warlike preparation, I cannot learn they are taking 
any ſteps to increaſe their ſhipping at that place, which at 
50 — is very inconſiderable. See nn office. 


200 


— 5 
1 


1 28 


would be a powerful ny tion with land forges 


from * port? 


Ta only ſtep taken to remedy theſe egregious 
omiſſions in the Britiſh politicks, was to riſk fix 


ſhips of the line and one frigate under admiral 


 Holbourn to follow Mr. Boſcawen ; who did not 
_ fail till the 11th of May, when it could ſcarce be 
thought poſſible for him to eſcape Macnamara's 
fleet, which had ſailed but eight days before. 
And yet this was the only effort made by the 
Britiſh miniſtry for ſeveral months, to counteract * 


the vigorous armaments of the whole naval power 
© of «a8 | | 


Tux account of the- Breſt fleet's being failed. | 
was ſoon after ſeconded by advices of more 
_ equipments in that port, Rochfort and Toulon. 

On the 13th of May our intelligence from Paris 
mention more preparations of the marine at 
_ Breſt and Rochfort ; and alſo a ſquadron ſome- 
where to be commanded by Galaffionzere, The 
letters of the 23d are more explicit: they inform 
that five more ſhips were put in commiſſion at 
 Rochfort, and that there was a frigate fitting out 


at St. Malos“: that Macnamara was returned . 
into the port of Breft on the 20th, with pine 
thips, . 


1 * Paper . I, in Len nau J office 


4 
b..- 


= 
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Heros, 74 
Palmier, ii 
Inſlexible, "3" 
Veille, "=O 
5 Aigle, „ 50 
F bees, Anethiſi, =o „ 3 Free 
__ .. Fleur de Lis Wand DO: 
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and that there were in 1 Breſt 3 thirteen 
ſhips of the line, and four frigates; beſides eight 

ſhips of the line, and four frigates more fitting 
ut; and to be * by four ſhips from Roch- ; 


Vert. 


M. & Coſne o on the 28th of May writes, that 


theſe nine ſhips were victualling for ſix months: 
and that he believed they would fail only to 


cruiſe about the Streights mouth off of Gibral- 
tar: and that they accordingly ſet fail on the 


fourth of Jane; under the command of M. Du 


x Theſe 1 were not tl to return ſo ſoon. They con- 
voyed the diviſions of M. de la Mothe, and of M. de Salvert, 


to the firſt meridian. The ſhips armed en flutes were deſtined 
for Canada, and to land in Gaſpey-bay, in order to make 
_ diveriion towards Acadia, at the ſame time that the troops 
on the O55 advance on the ſide of Virginia, See B. 2. 
in Lord Hoelderneſs's office. M. de Coſne adds, Theſe 
_ tranſports, after landing the troops at Louiſbourg, will return 
full armed, having ſtowed the reſt of their guns as ballaſt : 
a Macranara has orders t to meet them. | 


e Guay, 


tt 301 
Guay, Chef d Eſcadre, M. Macnamara * ill 
of the gout: their deſtination remaining a pro- 
found ſecret, they kept cruiſing in the Atlantic 
ocean, near the Streights of * till _ 
entered the port of Cadiz“. 


| In the mean time, the lords commillionerk 
of the Admiralty received advice from captain 
Buckle of the Unicorn, dated May gth, in Genoa- 
mole, that eleven days before, There had been 
orders publiſhed by beat of drum, for failors to 
repair to Talon: Id that orders were likewiſe. 
ſent” to 23 to fit out all the ſhips in that 


harbour. 


May 20. Cara Erol wn writes from Villa- 
Franca, that he had ſeen ve ſhips of 60 and 
70 guns it Hieres-bayi And the advices to Lord 
Holaernefs, of the 5th of June, ſpecify an order 
for equipping the owing ſhips of the mas 
and 1 5 
5 Le Temeraire, 

3 


* When this fleet returned from Cadiz about: the begin- 
ning of Auguſt, M. Du Guay left tour frigates in that port. 
See * to the Admiralty from agen dated Aug. 26. 


inde- 


* 


Py 


independant” of four frigates and nine gallies, 
which they were already at work upon, and 


juſt finiſhed, when theſe orders arrived; and not 
to be employed againſt Corſairs. Yet Mr. Vil 


lettes writes from Bern, on the 8th of June, 
that hitherto there was not a ſhip of war fitting 


out at Toulon; nor the leaſt order for the troops 
in Daupbine, Languedoc, nor ws to YES 


or to wa th in readineſs. 8 


Tas armament at Rochfort, by advices of 


the 21ſt of June to Lord Holderneſs, was con- 
tinued : three ſhips of the line and one frigate 
being then equipping in that port: but they 
add, that nothing was doing to the eight ſhips 


ordered to be equipped at Breſt, that ſhewed 


any deſign of putting either theſe, or thoſe at 
Neochfort ſoon to ſea: for, though they might 
be furniſhed with failors out of the Indiamen, 
and other ſhips lately arrived, ow were in want 


of cannon. | 


7a Iſt. Tay E vices to Bord Toldernef 


=” brought an account of five ſhips at Breft almoſt 
fitted, with part of their crews on board; five 
more in great forwardneſs, and five more at 
KRachfort, in all fifteen fail: that there were 
many regular batralions quartered about Bref, 
but no talk of an embarkation : that du Guay's 
Inſtructions were to cruize on the coaſt of Por- | 
Z - 7ugal to favour the return of la Mothe and Sal-. 
Z vert, in caſe of bad news s from America: that 


they 


187 
they had at Toulon twenty-eig it ſhips, which 
might be cafily put to ſea ; 1 plenty of naval 


 freres and artillery : and that ſailors belonging 


to nine ſhips then careening and rigging had 
orders not to go out of the Way: Without leave. 

Tur intelligence eien on the 1ſt of Jah 
17 55, from Mr. Villettes, our reſident at Geneva, 
mentioned a report, that a conſiderable number 


of pilots had been ordered to bring home t -elve 


large men of war, built for the ſervice of France 
in the ports of Sweden ; and that they were to 


bring in them a vaſt quantity of iron cannon ; | 
which he preſumes may not be entirely fact: 
| however, other letters confirm this account, and 


ſpecify the number of cannon to be 6000 pieces, 


bought in Sweden; and further ſay, that twelve 


more ſhips were building i in that kingdom for 
the French King: concluding with this obſer- 


vation, © this may be exaggerated : bat it ſeems 
ce at leaſt that they intend to make attacks on 
ec more than one ide, and that they move more 


« < than one * 


Tu French court about nt time was 1 


Setgebments from the militia to be ſent to the 
Eaſt Indies: and though there were ten ſhips 
at Breſt, in a condition to be fitted out on = 
firſt notice, and five at Rochfort, they were not 

intended to fail till it was known what had : 


Pan's in ee. | 


So 


Sd e. der 


Tuus, 


1331 


Te it ape that the whole attention 
of the French councils was taken up with their. 
American intereſt, or at leaſt to favour the return 
of their ſhips from Canada; and that Britain 
had nothing to fear of an invaſion, from any 
nn at Breſt or its neighbouring * 


* 


Bur, though it was confirmed by letters to 


Lord Holderneſs, dated July 19th, and received 


on the 22d, that no ſhips were fitting out at 
Breſt; and that they were equipping with ex- 
| pedition nine ſhips at Toulon; with orders for 
the ſailors not to Gepart from thence; the Britiſb 
miniſtry contented themſelves with ſending Sir 
Edward Hawke, on the 24th of July, to cruize til! 
September, only to endeavour to intercept Da 
Guay's ſquadron in its return from Cadiz; or any 
Z ſhips which might eſcape the vigilance of Mr. : 
= Boſcawen, and attempt to recover any port in 
France: his whole force being no more than 
twenty-one ſhips of the line, and five frigates: | 
whereas, if there was any credit to be given to 
our intelligence, it was probable that he might 


joined by five ſhips from Rochfort, ten ſhips 
from Breſt, and the ten ſhips in their return 
from America. By which it appears that this 
2B advices in Cy Helderneſs's office, July 15th and 7 
19th, there were about 12,000 men quartered about 


= Dunkirk; but it was thought by thoſe, who gave this 
q information, that this Was done ac to * umbrage. 5 


'| to £ e . 
D . fleet 


have met with Du Guay's ſquadron of ten ſhips, 
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fleet was commanded upon a very hazardous 
ſervice, and all the advices concerning the naval 
preparations in the Mediterranean were diſre- 
A OD. 


Six Edward was no ſooner got to ſea, than 

our miniſtry were informed by good authority, 
that the armament at Breſt of eight ſhips was 
forwarding with all expedition ; that four more 


| were ordered; in all twelve, vi. five of the line, 
and ſeven frigates from 3o to 50 guns*: and 


that in caſe their navy was found inſufficient to 
cope with England, the French were determined 
to have recourſe to their armies. Accordingly, 
on the third of Auguſt, advice arrived that the 
baggage of the Prince de Soubiſe was packing up 


to be tranſported from Liſſe to Dunkirk; that = 


M. De Cremille, lieutenant-general, was marched | 
to Dunkirk, at the head of 20,000 men; and 


that they were at work night and day in that 


port repairing the fortifications and opening 
the harbour, in order to make an embarkation, 
as they pretended; but rather to draw the En- 
gliſh forces to that fide. And letters of the 1 5th 
and 19th add, that great preparations for war 
were making on the French trontiers : that the | 
troops were in motion in the 77ner part of the 


There were alſo three ſhips from 67 to 70 guns, and | 
two frigates of 36 guns building at the ſame time in that 
port. See advices dated July 25th and 28th. _ TT 
d Building new forts, and mounting cannon on the 
Riſbank. Be Tivo; dated Auguſt 3d, bth, 8th, and 1th. 
nnn dd en, 


1 


; kingdom, and the regiments had orders to aug- 


ment every battalion with four companies : That 
theſe armaments,-and the enliſting even boys of 
fourteen or fifteen years of age, diſcovered a 
defign in the French to begin the war with ſome 

great firoke : but that at Dunkirk there was no 


11 of equipments for an z7va/ion ©, nor even of 


the Pretender. Yet Mr. Barnham writes from 


Dover on the 31ſt of the ſame month, that 


5000 ſailors were ordered to Breſt againſt the 
17th of September, and that all the fiſhing- 
boats at Dieppe, were ordered to fail to — 


| and Calais oy 


* 
Tus equipments in | the port of Toulon, which 


| hitherto had been carried on with more artifice, 

began now to appear openly, and to keep pace 
with the encampments facing the Britiſb ſhore, 

farmed merely to give umbrage to the ENGLISH, 


and with the motion and augmentation of their 


7M Though the ſame advices add, that there were at that 


time ſixty- three veſſels of different ſizes in the harbour: that 
the militia was ordered to be in readineſs: and that a camp 


was talked of, to be formed between St. Omer 5 Dunkirk, 


and Calais. 


Letters of the 27th mention, that the marines were 
augmented to 50 men in a company: that camps were 


forming at Valence, Richmont, and Sambre That the 
Pretender had been in France ever ſince the 28th of July 


incog. But that there was no hurry at Breſt, to fit out ſhips 
in a condition for ſervice, which greatly furprized the 
: people. 


elt is ſomewhat remarkable that this intelligencer gained 


more credit than any other advices, which by their ſitua- 
tion, Sc. were more likely to come at the truth. 


8 troops. 
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troops. For the letters of the 6th of Aug g 
declare expreſſiy, that orders had been — to 
Teulen to equip, with all expedition, all the new 
ſhips, and to get the old ones alſo in a condition 
for ſervice: that theſe orders were then purſued 
with great diligence, and that they were to take 
on board ſeveral companies of land forces beſides 
marines. They further adviſed, that ſince the 
arrival of two expreſſes at 7 ln; ; which had 
cauſed the holding of two extraordinary councils 
attended by the principal officers of the marine, 
the hands, which were at work in fitting out 
the nine ſhips there, were doubled, and / other 
ſhips of the line put in commiſſion, and ordered 
to be equipped with the former nine, ſo as to 
be able to put all the fifteen fail to ſea before 
the 18th or 20th of Augu/?, and to be vicualled 
only for three months. Which letter concludes : 
Though the deſtination of this ſquadron is not 
© known, it is generally conjectured to be in- 


e tended againſt Gibraltar: but be that as it 


3 8 will, never was a * hurry 1 in that port 
cc than at preſent.” ny 


Ar the ſame time it it ought to be oliferved, 
that we had no force in thoſe ſeas to prevent 


is it not very extraordinary that capt. E dgecombe of the 

Deptford, ſhould write from Mahon, on the 7th of Augu/t, 
that he had received advice from Marſeilles, that there 

were no orders arrived at Toulon on the Iſt, for fitting out 
the ſhips in that port; and that there yas great want of 
naval ſtores, and that there was not ſufficient EIT: 
2 Received by the Aer * 16. 


719+ 
Du Guays ſquadron, which did not fail from 


Cadiz till the beginning of — from gs 
the ſquadron at Toulon. 


Lord Briſtol, in his letters to fot Euler 
neſs, dated Turin, Auguſt 16th, in part confirms 
the preparations at Toulon. His Lordſhip writes, 
that all the maſter-builders were commanded 
to repair immediately from the ports of Provence, 
Sc. to Toulon; and that a body of 20,000 
French troops were preparing to form a camp 
at Valence in Dauphine : but adds, that nothing 
had hitherto been done towards equipping any 
f of, their Ps. However, on the 2 * his Lorde 


— 


noble La writes, "that an 1 rO%s . e 
the week before at Toulon from Verſailles, with 
orders to <_P with the utmoſt en 


Is it not more mutptizigg that Mr. 2 dein Bern, 
on the 16th of Huguſi, ſhould write that he was informed 
that uo armament or warlike* preparations, were as yet max- 

ing in the ports of Provence: excepting a few Tartans, 

which were ordered to fail to caution the French home- 
Ward bound merchantmen to be upon their guard? Or is 
it poſſible to think, that this information ſhould deſerve, 
or meet with, more credit in the Britiſh cabinet, than the 
poſitive, circumftantial, and, if neglected, the deſtructive 


advice of the 6th of the ſame month to the Secretary's * 
| f 85 
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ſeventeen ſhips: and that he was informed they 
were already at work to expedite this armament, 

and had taken off all hands from the merchant- 
men building, He. in the . dock- 
. 


E Tarr advices were confirmed by conſul 
Biriles, who by letters of the laſt date, writes 
that letters from Nice, of the 25th of Auguſt, 

_ adviſed, that a courier was arrived at Toulon for 
the intendant to fit out ſeventeen ſhips with the 
utmoſt diligence ; and that a veſſel was arrived, in 
four days, from Marſeilles at Genoa, which con- 
firmed that orders had been received for equip- 
ms ſhips at Toulm, 


| Consr Cabanis, 5 letter to Sir Thomas Ro- 
binſon, dated Nice, Auguſt 2 5, writes that the 
French were augmenting their land forces, and 
actually recruiting in Languedoc and Provence : 
that the laſt poſt brought orders to Toulon for 
equipping ſeventeen fail of men of war; that 
next day they did begin to inſpect them: ; 
that he was aſſured by very good hands, the 
intendant had ſent immediately for all the 
cornfaclors from * Mar ſens and the ad) ene 
Pre ; 


To this armament "My Villettes, by letters 
from Bern, dated Auguſt 28th, adds three new 
built 80 n ſhips, purchaſed of the Genoefe, | 


and | 
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and expected ſoon at Toulon *. He alſo mentions 
the preparations making for aſſembling a camp 
at Valence in Dauphine : and that it appeared to 
him, there would be nothing undertaken on 
the continent this year, 1755, till their trading 
veſſels, and ſeamen employed in the fiſheries, 
were returned, and that in the mean time they 
would make ſuch neceſſary preparations, during 
the winter, as would enable them to purſue early 
in the ſpring thoſe meaſures, which their cir- 
cumſtances, and the dignity of the crown of 
France, might require. ya 


FRO Carthagena, conſul Banks, in his letters 
of the 2oth and 27th of Auguſt, is ſtill more 
explicit: Maſters of French veſſels from Tou- 

 * Jon, ſays he, report that there are in that port 

e faventy-/ix men of war of the line, viz. eighteen 

« new — built ſince the barred and orga old | 


| «But, in 40 to 1e len the opinion of this e ; 
we find in a former letter from this gentleman dated Aug uſi 8 

2oth, the following account of the ſtate of the marine at 
- Ne: They have, ſays he, built at Toulon, ſince the 
* peace, or there are upon the ſtocks, in all fourteen ſhips 


cc or frigates. They may, perhaps, fit ten more old ones: 


c they, who exaggerate, ſay eighteen. But there are only 
<. 2000 ſailors in that department, including old men and 
c children: they have neither cannon, ropes, nor materials 
to make any; which they hoped to have gotten from 


« Sweden and Denmark : but thoſe ſtates have 1 not thought _ 


ce jt convenient to ſupply them. And ſhould it be true, 
c that they have purchaſed three ſhips of the rb thoſe 


* ſhips will want both cannon and IO” — the ad- 1 | 


vices of Jah iſt, 
7220s e e 


. FY 1.0 _ 
2 0 
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tr ones, which are all fitting for ſea ; alſo twihe 


e frigates, and a great many ſmaller veſſels, 
ff which are in like manner fitting out; beſides 
<« {ix ſhips of the line on the ſtocks ; ſome of 


ce which are ready for launching : That he had 


< received intelligence of 180 battalions 1of | 
« ſoldiers marching into Rowfſi/lon with great 

ee diligence, and that theſe troops were deſigned 
« againſt Minorca, to be tranſported 5 


ce in merchant-ſhips now at Marſeilles, and to 


© be convoyed by all the 1 men of war in tho 
ce port of Ti oulon,” 


Want theſe preparations. were going for- 
ward in the ſouth of Fance againſt Minorca, 


the French miniſtry, by their emiſſaries in Hol- 
land, Sc. and their movements on the coaſts of 
the Britiſb channel, and even ſometimes by 
counter orders at Taulm, endeavoared effectually 
to draw off the attention of Britain from the 
: main in object. For, 


4 T the Rate it was e Auguſt 29, 
4 that there would be an embarkation of troops 
at Boulogne, Calais, and Dunkirk, in order 1 
make a deſcent i in Scotland. _ | 


Mn. Barnham frogs Fever; Auguſt ziſt, im- 


proves the Dutch intelligence by informing (but 


God knows upon what authority !) that there 
was a talk in France that gooo ſailors were 


ordered to Breſ! N 2 the 17th of the next 


3 N month, 


111 1 A = 
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month, and that all fiſhing- boats at Dieppe were 


ordered to ſail for Boulogne and Calais: that 


there were four regiments of the Jriſb brigade 


at Boulogne, and more troops expected there. 


Then he adds: © Yeſterday there arrived at 
e Calais a dogger in her ballaſt, as has done 


« within theſe few days three or four ſmall boats: 
cc what ſervice they intend them for, is kept a 


c ſecret : but, no doubt, they would have us 


ce believe, that they deſign playing us their old 


5 „ame, with which they amuſed us in n the laſt 1 


© war * 


= = managed their proceedings at T zen _ 


and in that neighbourhood, at the ſame time, fo 
artfully, that Mr. Villettes, and Lord Briſtol, could 


ſcarce be induced to give any credit to the intel- | 


| Tigences they hitherto had tranſmitted to London. 


And the modern panic of an invaſion ſo effec- 


tually concurred to favour the politics of France, 
that, notwithſtanding the miniſtry of Great 


Britain were well informed, by letters of the 


24gth of August, that the French miniſtry were 
never more perplexed : that though they were 


c angry, they were divided in their ſentiments : 


| © that councils upon councils were held; but 


e nothing had been reſolved on: and that though 


an invaſion of England had been talked of, the 
= preſent ſituation of France had, upon exami- 
. nation, been found very e e from that in 


* 1745; they ſuffered themſelves to be amuſed, 
EM See before advices of the 27th of mu 


7 


1 
and, by diſcrediting their correſpondents in 9 Y 
Sparn, and the ſouth of Prance, neglected our 
trade and property in the Mediterranean and 
America, and every other object of our care, to 


watch the execution of a ſcheme, not ſo well 


atteſted, and much more hazardous for the 


enemy to attempt. Even ſo far did this negli- 
gence take place in our councils, that not an 
officer was ordered to his corps in garriſon, nor 


a ſhip of war to intimidate the Towſon ſquadron, 


or to cover our fortreſſes and navigation from 
the inſults of the enemy in the Mediterranean. 


Tus month of September produced more 
ſitive accounts of the Ti oulon 1 ras Us 


A ts a: | 


8. IR Ben amin Keene our - phlnifter plenipo' 


at Madrid, on the firſt of this month, tranſ- 
| mitted to Sir Thomas Robinſon an | authentic lift . 


of on fleet at 7 oulon. 


: The L I 8 7. 
2 of 84 guns. 


5 of 74 one wants ponfdertble ine! : 
8 of 64 the Valliant will be launched the che 8 
of next month. 
3 of 56 one 3 will be ſoon finiſhed, one 
: wants conſiderable refitting. 
2 of 40 one not fit to ſerve any longer. 
7 of zo two out neon ſtocks, twoſtarce begun. 
1 . 17 


4 2 


3 bomb 


1 


041 Io 
3 3 veſſeliss. 1-3 6 be 19 7 APIng TY 1% 
wy. xebecks at. fea. „ 5 | * bags oy (0 


* 


1 of 14 guns not fit to ſerve any more. 5 — 


— 


37 which only want cannon. 

LTT ERS 'of 1 ſame date; * 8 8 0 8 
the Admiralty from Marſeilles,” on the 19th of 
September, adviſed that orders had been ſent on 
the 2gth ult. to Toulon, to fit out with: all ex- 
pech twelve men of war, 9/2... one of 80, 


three of 74, ſeven of 64, and one of 50 that 


they had begun to work hard, and that it Was 


expected they would be ready to put to ſea in 


two months; beſides ſeven others, which _ 


be do for ſervice 8 the ſpring 


' On the ſame bs the ſecretary. of the Ati 


ralty received information from captain Harvey 


of the Phoenix, dated Geroa, Sept. zd, that the 


French had at T alen, in all twenty-eight fail 


great and ſmall, and that thirteen of the line, i 


four frigates, and ſix xebecks were fitting out 
for ſea with great expedition. Amongſt the 
remainder, he adds, are four large new ſhips ; 


which prove ſo leaky that they do not attempt 
to fit them. There is a great want of guns, 
goo, upon proving, being found unfit for ſervice, 
or wanting: and a great ſcarcity of ſailors: but 


"6000 are expected ome in the Levant ſhips. 


The captain then confirms the intelligence of 
the —_ of three ſhips at Genoa : but con- 
T . cludes i 


| 1 % 
| cludes with this remark, 1 have been on bard, : 
and find them fitter for a Brazil convoy, or N 


© a Maranion cargo of timber, than a line of 
C battle. 


— days after, the fame n writes from 

Villa. franca, that the conſul at Nite, and the 
agent at Marſeilles, had confirmed the intelli- 
gence of the 3d, and ſent the following count 
of the armament at Toulon, viz. - 


'T 17 of 65 to 80, of which 3 incapable of erke. 
8 frigates of 20 to 40. 

1 frigate of 40 expected hourly 1 from America. 
6 xebecks. 

3 before Salle expected. We 

4 galleys fit, the reſt incapable, | 

I ſhip of 80 upon the ſtocks, 

4 others little advanced. 215 


— 


11 44 in all, including 4 bombs and 2 fedſhips. | 


N. B. Twelve ſhips of the line, and four 
_ frigates, fitting with all expedition. 


| Ox! the 13th, Mr. Birtles conſul at Genes, 

enn by letters from Marſeilles of the 5th of 
September, as alſo by a veſſel arrived in three 
days at Genoa from Tc oulon, that they were 
equipping twelve ſhips of the line, and four 
frigates, in that port; and incloſed the following 
lut in French, i 


Noms 


ut 


Redoubtable, 


Acbille, 
Triton, 
Lion, 
Sage, 
Orphee, 64 
Content, 64 
Hercule, 64 
ä OD. 


With four figutes. | 


From Turin Lord Brifol ER Sic Thomas 
Rebinſon, by letter dated the 6th of the ſame 
month, that all the marines in France were 
recruiting, and that cannon were mounting on 
the batteries: and on the 2oth tranſmitted .the 
following account of the maritime force of 
— in the alter rant. 1 
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' Noms « wy ain de guerre — ou bad a 


— TOULON: - 


1. n 5 80 en. 


Guerrier, 


Couronne, 


boo guns in ll, 


| State 


- Beate by the maritime force of Trance in the 
—_ Mediterranean, en the 20th of Sept. 1755. 


15 ſhips from 66 to 80 guns, one of 80 leaky, 
| others of bad wood, which will ſoon want 
refitting, when been at fea. 
2 quite unfit for ſervice, 
I of 80 guns upon the ſtocks,” ordered to be 
launched in October, but cannot be got 
ready this year. 
2 of 60 to 70 guns upon the flocks; one of i 
Which only the keel laid, the other not 
much forwarder. 
g 8 frigates of 24 to 40 guns fit for ſervice. 
I frigate of 36 guns expected from America, 
4 xebecks on a cruize off Sa/lee, 
Thel five expected "ry: * at . 
4 bomb ketches. 
2 fire-ſhips 
4 galleys fit for ſervice. 7 
2 ſtrong large ſloops, PIO Yo hh. 20 men, 
 — and a culverin of 36 pounds: with which 
-" 45 BY propoſed to fink the enemy's ſhips, by 
running upon them and OTE their fire 
between wind and water. | 


N. B. The firing of this piece 5 cannon is 
very quick; as it is replaced immediately, 
* means of a ſpring, as Joon as fired. 


. particular liſt of the 
* farces t then getting * at Toulon, VIZ. 
| 1 * 


I wi 
1 The Nabe of 80 guns. 
11 from 66 to 1 — FO 11 


— 


277 BY ſhips of the line, 
To complete which ſanadron, * my Lord, 


they want 800 pieces of cannon, and 10,000 


men, including failors, troops, and officers ; there 
being only cannon enough for lower tiers, and 
ſcarce enough for the ſecond and third tiers: 
that they depended on Genoa for a ſupply of 
artillery, to be brought to Toulon in three large 
ſhips, if approved of by a captain of a man of 
war, the maſter founder, &c. gone to examine 
and prove the ſhips and cannon : that the new 
levies for completing the four companies, and to 
_ augment the companies of marines from fifty to 
an hundred men were continued: that the delays 


in fitting out the fleet had been occaſioned by 


the great ſcarcity of money: but that twenty | 
four millions were now. aſſigned to pay the ex- 


pence of this armament; and that orders were 


arrived to pay fix months * to the work- Z 


men, Sc. 15 


His Lordſhip then comedies, that as there was 


no commanding officer as yet appointed to the 


-_— ſhips in commiſſion; it was not poſſible 
to gueſs at the deſtination of that ſquadron : 
but that, in conſequence of an order from 
court, dated the third of this month, they 
were 9 f in getting ready 
= | rv mn, | 


BY 1 
| twenty-five thouſand REY of biſcuit for its 
| uſe * ; 


T HE une noble Lord, by diſpatches of the 


25 of the ſame month, further adds, that by 


orders arrived at Marſeilles on the 13th, four 
new men of war from 60 to 70 guns, were 
immediately to be built under the direction of 


the Marquis de Rouſe: that he was well aſſured, 
they had received eighteen millions of livres at 


Toulon, laſt week : that every artificer in that 
port, at Marſeilles, and in that neighbourhood, 


were employed continually to get all* the ſhips 


and frigates ready for ſea, by the end of October. 
That they had already got x thouſand ſeamen 


in readineſs, and that they expected a ſupply of 
1 thouſand more in a very ſhort time, And, 


Capt. W of the Doldbin, by letter of the 22d of 
September, dated at V. lla-franca, ropents the very ſame 


intelligence. 


On Sept. 19th, 8 from the 7 confirmed this 
equipment at Toulon, and incloſed the following lift of Wipe 5 


ordered to be in readineſs at that port, VIZ. 
' I of 80 guns, 


3 of 74 
4 as 


Sand twa frigates. 


12 | 
It is very pokble, he adds, that che intendant of the 


marine may have received orders from court to prepare a 
ſquadron of as many ſhips as are fit for ſervice: But that 
none of the letters mentioned above take notice that any 
ſupply of rigging and artillery, which was alſo greatly 


wanted, Tas of my Wen imported at Toulon from abroad. 
as 


E T 


[ 49 ] 

as captain Scroope had obſerved; by letter, of 
Sept. 22d, that theſe ſhips were ſo bad as not 
be fit for long cruizes, it was moſt natural. to 
conclude their deſtination muſt be for ſome 
* not 2 the Strei gots of Gi Orakars | 


My Lord Holderneſs, about the ſame tins, 
5 received advice, that the Count de Grammont 
was gone on the 26th of Auguſt to Genoa, to 
examine four ſhips of the line; offered on fale 
to the court of France: that the Genoeſe had 
alſo offered to ſupply them with 5 or 600 
cannon : that at Toulon they worked znceſſantly 
in building zew ſhips: that they were able 
to fit out ten or twelve ſhips of the line, ex- 
clufive of frigates, in à very ſhort time, when- 
ever orders ſhould come for that purpoſe : and 
yet this adviſer pretends to ſay, that there were 


v armaments VET making at Toulon. 


res of the 22d, 27th; and zoth t to the 
fame office diſcover that the Toulon ſquadron 
was to be commanded by M. Galaſſioniere : and 
that the officers of the Toulon department, who 
had been exerciſing on board of Du Guay's 
ſquadron, which had returned to Breſt, on the 
third | inſtant, were ordered to repair to their 
proper ſervice ; 3 and that they were accordingly ; 
| ned to chat department. 


Mx. Villettes, by letters of the 20 dated 
from Bern, writes that ſeveral letters aſſure that 


a 


B,, 
preparations were making at Toulon for fitting 
out twelve ſhips of the line and fx frigates: 
but, according to his uſual method, endeavours 
to deſtroy the force of that intelligence, by de- 
claring, contrary to the moſt particular and au- 
thentic accounts from Sir Benjamin Keene, Lord 
Bristol, and others of great capacity, penetration, 
and veracity, that he fancred'it was more than 
they really had in that ; in a conditions to 
Pr to ſea. F 5 engl | 


- How can the athering: to ſuch advice be 
reconciled with the total neglect of the intelli- 
gence dated 22d Sept. and received by the Ad- 
miralty on the 11th of Ofober, © 85 eighteen 
millions of livres had been received at Toulon 
« to fit the ſquadron to ſea: that they worked 
night and day to complete their orders by 
© the end of next month: that the line of 
* battle was one of 80, three of 74, eight of 64, 
<« in all carrying 8 14 guns, beſides two frigates: 
that there were ſhipped 6000 failors, and 
4000 more were hourly expected, and that 
0: "oy" 925 got 1408 braſs and iron cannon”, . 
Ws 


| | They Rule all he. carpenters in th country. "Gs 
advices received by Lord Holderneſs, Sept. 27th. Es 
Letters of the 29th from the ſame quarter, confirmed the 
| Rate of the maritime force of France in the Mediterranean': 
that they were fitting twelve ſhips of the line at Toulon, to 
be commanded by Galaſſiontere : that theſe ſhips would be 
ready in fix weeks: and that they would be able to put 
ſeven or eight more 10 9 in the TO Advices to the 
doniralty, „ 1 5 * © 


= Wy WV WW. iz T9 
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Walz theſe armaments were e expediting at 5 
Toulon, the French, knowing the foible of their 
neighbours, to be. terrified with every motion 
| they ſhould make on the coaſt of the channel, 
played off their old political engine of an inva- 
ſion ſo effectually, that they dampt the Britiſh 
fire, which, a few months before, had threatened 
; delten don to the navigation of France, and 
made the miniſtry ſo cool, that they ſeemed 
unconcerned what became of the important 
tenures of their maſter s crown in the Medi- 
= terranean. 


1 "Fon, whether by beit FOR” "iro or by 10 | 
5 devices. the nation was alarmed with frequent 
reports of an intended deſcent upon England, 

which pretence was heightened in proportion 
to the acceleration of the real expedition deter- 
: mined Agninit Minorca. 


Azour this time, Great Britain rang with the 
© armaments making by the French on the coaſt 
of Britany, Advices to Lord Holderneſs brought 
an account of twelve millions being applied to 


5 Conſul G gives this armament another turn: he 
acknowledges that there was an order at Toulon to arm 
= ſeventeen men of war, but adds, that order had been 
changed; and the arming no more than twelve ſhips of 
the line, was, without doubt, owing to the bad condition 
they found their ſhips in, 25 their want of artillery, which 
Was not to be bought at Genoa. See his letter dated Sept. 
: Sch, received 04, th. „%% ᷣè . 
. „ „ 


[52] 
the ſervice of the marine of the Breſt depart- 
ment; of orders for putting the coaſt of Britany 
and Belle-ifle in a good poſture of defence; of 
a number of veſſels of different ſizes ordered to 
Dunkirk, Calais, and Boulogne; of twenty-four 
ſhips at Bourdeaux to be victualled for the tranſ- 
portation of troops, and of the arrival of 
| Buckley's, Salley's, and Oglevie's regiment at or 
near Boulogne : Keith's regiment at Graveline, 
and the Royal Scotch at St. Omer's, under orders | 
to be at Calais « on the third of Ober. 


\ 


Ar rr of the 13th of September were 
more particular. They pretend to give infor- 
mation of the Pretender's being then at Paris, 
and of an embarkation on the coaſt of Britany | 
for Scotland. They mention the taking of the 
. Blandford man of war: and the return of Du | 
| Guay's ſquadron from Cadiz on the third of this 


month: they give a liſt of the exgit — 
1 - 


n See advices in Ta Holdernefo 8 office, dated Aug. 27, 
received Sept. 6th and 10th. 

A veſſel arrived in de 00e days from Louiſbourg 
with advice, that M. de Mothe had taken an Engliſh man 
of war of 70 guns, and a frigate : that the French troops 
were well at Louiſbourg; and that their ſquadron only 
| waited for a ſtrong gale to diſperſe the Engliſh, that they 
might return to Europe. Other letters of the 16th mention 
a report of the Pretender's arrival at Paris on the 24th of 
Auguſt but conclude with ſayings that this report wanted 

15 confirmation. 5 


2 
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Soleil Royal, of 80 guns. 

Courageux, 70 
Bienfaiſant, 64 
Prot hee, 64 

1 VV 
r 56 
Amphion, _ 50 

Arc en Ciel, en 


; ordered to be equipped with all cxpaliin 6 for 

| ſea; beſides eight more of the line equipping at 
Rochefort, and the St. Michael, then careening; 
and declare that they were raiſing ſoldiers, and 
ſailors, every where: that thirty-four veſſels 
were ſtopt at Dunkirk, Graveline, and Calais, 
to ſerve in caſe of need, and that at Sr. Omers 
10 were LE in making faſcines and pickets ?, 


Advices dated Sept. I gth, e the 


report of an embarkation intended for Scotland; 
and related a prohibition laid upon ſailors from 
za navigating z an order for the Breſt ſquadron to 
1 continue in the road, and for lay ing an embargo . 


on o Sept. roth. 15 was given out, ſays 1 my Lord Helderneſs 8 
correſpondent, that an embarkation would be made at 
Boulogne, Calais, and Dunkirk; becauſe it is ſaid the ſhips, 
which were to return from the iſlands, could not paſs, being 
prevented by the Engliſb and they endeavour to make it 
_ believed as if they had a mind to make a deſcent in Scotland, 
to give a diverſion to the Engliſb, that they may, by that 8 
means, have a way open to ſend ſuccours to the (Meſt) 

Indies. In the mean time, the garriſon at Boulog ne has 


orders to keep itſelf in readineſs. 


1 


1 54 1 
on all ſhipping ; and, informed the miniſtry that 


the French were preſſing 3 the Works at 
| Dunkirk. 


„Tur chain at Dunkirk was laid but once 
in the evening of the 12th of September. 
The next day an order was affixed at the port, 
< permitting foreign veſſels to go in and out of 


the harbour. freely, but n. Trench 
“ veſſels to go out. 


” 9 Garriſon at Dunkirk, na 8 Wan 
| Bery St. 2 2 ditto. 
;  Graveline, „ 
Calais, 4 ditto. 
Companies of marines, we 
| Boulogne, ©: 
Montrevil, _ 


. N. B. Tux ſixteen battalions and * 
« ſquadrons, which came from the camp 
* at Barlemont, are cantoned, waiting for 
the alignment of their winter quarters *. i 


3 there could be nothing ſo terrible 
in all theſe appearances as to engage the whole 
attention of the Britiſb miniſtry, and our chief 
ſtrength at ſea to wait upon their motions : For 
other letters on the 7hir7zeth of the ſame month 
informed, that though all the grenadiers in the 
 Plemiſ garriſons had orders to be ready to 


See advices in Lord Heldermſo 5 office, dated Sept. 
N 
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march, and the troops at Dunkirk were ful 
encamped, the infantry had begun their march 
into winter quarters, and the cavalry were gone 
foe! Britany, Franche-comte, and B urgundy. 


A MA TUR AI diſpoſition for covering their 
own coaſts againſt 2 deſcent from Britain: but 


very improper to be interpreted a diſpoſition for 
invading an ifland ; whoſe bulwarks are the 
ocean, and whoſe cities and towns are without 
walls and fortifications, 
intended to invade us, they would have kept 
their infantry on the coaſt, and not their ca- 
; valry. 


Had the French ever 


1 snALIL conclude the intelligence of this 
month with another letter in Lord Holderneſs's 
office, which relates the order from the French 


court to releaſe the Blandford man of war: as 
alſo an account that the officers belonging to the 


Toulon fleet, and were ſerving on board Du 


| Guay's were commanded to repair with all ex- 


pedition to their department. _« Whence, ſays 


this correſpondent, « ſome conclude that M. 
Du Guay's will be laid up, and that ſome of 


c thoſe ſhips will be joined to the- 9 ordered 


_ to be equipped at Breſt.” 


"Twas 1 is a true ate by: the Heal armaments 


| bath by ſea and land till the end of September 
1755. By which it appears without any dif- 
_ guiſe, that a conſiderable ſquadron was fitting 


"E 4 our 


L 861 
out with great diligence at Toulon; that they had 
already 6000 ſailors, and hourly expected 400 
more: that an army was actually ready to em- 
bark on board tranſports to be convoyed by this 
ſquadron, victualled nh for two months: and 
that every rational meaſure was taken by the 
French court to expedit and ſupport this equip- 
ment in the Mediterranean: but that the only 
appearance of hoſtilities in the northern pro- 
vinces of France amounted to no more than the 
return of Du Guay's ſquadron to Breſt; where 
it was laid up: a report that the Pretender was 
arrived at Paris, which was not credited even 
by thoſe who thought it their duty to tranſmit 
all the intelligence they could ſcrape together : 
a talk of an invaſion of England or Scotland, 
which was grounded upon the trifling circum- 
ſtances of ſoldiers, &c. drawn down to cover 
their own ſhore from a ſurprize: of a few veſſels 
collected at Havre, Dieppe, Bourdeaux, &c. 
without conſidering the ſituation of France, 
which now was very different from that in 1745: 
and a ſquadron of eight ſhips ordered to be 
equipped at Breſt, and of eight more at Roch- 
Fort. Yet our miniſtry, as if they had forgot, 
or were reſolved to ſacrifice the important for- 
treſſes of Gibraltar or Mahon, and the Brit1ſh 
trade and navigation through the Streigbts, took 
not the leaſt ſtep towards ſecuring them from 
the apparent inſult and ruin, to which they 
| were expoſed from the armaments at Towlon, 
l did not * much as WT" a ſoldier or 
| an 
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an officer to ſtrengthen their garriſons, nor a 
ſloop of war to protect their trade. Their whole 
attention being engaged to fruſtrate the diſ- 
credited advices of a deſcent on this iſland; as 
will more fully appear from the following liſts, 
which will at one view exhibit all his Majeſty's 
| ſhips of war, or ſquadrons of ſuch ſhips as were 
equipped and made ready for the ſea, from the 
firſt day of Auguſt 1755, to the firſt day of 
October 1755, and of ſuch of the ſhips ng, 
named, as were ordered to be formed into or 
to reinforce particular —— within the 1 ſaid 
term of time, 5 


Ain ralty- Office, March 19, 1757. 


 ArtsT of all his Majeſty's ſhips of war, or 

ſquadrons of ſuch ſhips as were equipped and 
made ready for ſea, from the firſt day of Auguſt 
1755» to the zoth day of il 1756. OY 


1 1 in purſuance of an \ addreſs of the 


honourable houſe of commons to his Mae. 


dated 3th February, 175 468 


rate. ſhips 1 names. guns. men. when made ready for ſea. 


2 Ramillies, 90 750) Theſe ſhips were at 
3 Vanguard, 570 520 home on the iſt Aug. 

3 Eſſex, 70 4801755, and in all re- 
: : E, Frederich, 70 480 | ſpedts fit for the ſea, 
3 Bedford, 70 480| except the want of 
3 Trident, 64 500| men; which muſt 
WWW "RAS. 


rate. ſhips names. guns. men 
4 Eagle, 60 400 
4 Warwick, 60 400 

4 Vinaſor, 60 400 
4 Falmouth, 50 350 

4 Antelope, 50 300 
3 Wincheſter, 50 300 
4 Greenwich, 50 300 


6 Gibraltar, 24 160 


6 Centaur, 24 160) 


1160 


6 tend. 24 160 


8 Blandford, 24. 160 
„ - 8 

fl. Raven, 10 14 100 

fl. Otter, 5D 14 80 


1 1 


when made ready for ſea. 


either proceed from 
neglect ofthoſe, whoſe - 

buſineſs it was to ſhip 
them, or to the great 
hardſhips, to which 
ſeamen in hisMajeſty's 

ſervice are expoſed. 
See Monitor N*.xcvill, 


Theſe ſhipsand floops 
were at home the 1ſt 
{of Aug. 1755, and in 
all reſpects fit for the 
ſea, except want of 
men. 


1. Wasp, 10 70 


5 Humber, 44 280 
4. Diſpatch, 10 14 100 6 


Ml. Hazard, 8 10 70 


+5 Roebuck, 44 220 
6 Sheerneſs, 24 160 


3 Revenge, 70 480 


4 Briſtol, 50 300 
4 P. Louiſa, 60 400 
4 Oxford, 50 300 


3 Hamptoncourt,70 480 

4 Iſs, go 350 
1 P. Mary, 60 400 
e 


fl. aß. 8 10 70 3 


5th Aug 1 1755. 
6th. 


6th. 

th. 
_ Us 
20th. 
20th. 
22d. 
27th. 
28ch. 
28th. 
29th; 
30th. 
20th. WS Hr" 
"= 5 Am- 
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| rate, ſhips names, guns: men. when made ready for fea» 


5 Ambuſcade, 44 2 5o 3d September 1755. 


f. Wolf, 8 10 70 ath. 

4 Portland, 5o Zoo 5th. 

6 Experiment, 24 140 5th. 
„ 218 0, 
Il Swan, 10 14 100 6th. 


3 Stirlingeaftle 70 480 7th. 
fl. Otter, 10 14 80 gth. 


fl. Fly, 8 12 7o 10th, 

fl. „ 8 10 70 12. 
6 Seahorſe, 24 160 14th. 
6 Queenborough, 24 160 23d. 


3 Trident, 64 500 24th. 


4 Tilbury, 60 400 24th. 
1. Sift, 0-10 70-440; -- 
5 9 9 8 i 2700... 
6 Greybound, 24 160 28th. 
Ml. Peregrine, 12 12 100 28th. | 
fl. Diſpacb, 10 24 de 


-” er of fuch of the ſhips named in the fore- 
p going lift as were ordered to be formed into, or 
do reinforce particular ſquadrons between the 


iſt of an 1755, and 30th of April . 


rate. n names. guns. men. deſtination. 


[Ordered 6th 4 175 5 


3 nere 70 520 | to reinforce the weſtern 


command of Sir Ed. 
ward Haute. 


3 Eſex, 570 4804 ſquadron, under the 
. Raven, 10 14 Hs 


1 1 1 


[60] 
rate. ſhips names. guns. men. deſtination. | 
[Thomas Faukland, Eſq 
| was ordered 6th Aug. 
1755 to proceed with 
theſe ſhips to the Lee- 
ward iſlands, to relieve 
Capt. Pye in the com- 
| mand of his Majeſty” 8 

(ſhips in thoſe parts. 

Ordered 12 Aug. 175 5 
to be employed as the 
. 5 | Downs ſquadron under : 
2 Ramilhes, 90 750 the command of Vice i 
4 Falmouth, 50 350 Admiral Smith. 3 
4 Antelope, 50 300 N. B. This ſquadron 
Romney, 44 280 afterwards underwent 

6 Gibraltar, 24 160 many and frequent 

6 Centaur, 24 1604 changes and augmenta= BW 
6 Greybound, 24 160 | tions, as will appear by 
fl. Wolf, 8 10 70] the copies of the failing 
ſl. Granado, io. 14 100 | orders to ſhips equipp'd - 
fl. Cruiſer, 8 10 70 | and made ready for the 

4 1 ſea during this period of 
itime, as alſo by month- 

: ( lis. 
3 60 400 Lord Anſon was ordered | 
5 Falmouth, 50 350 Aug. 20 175 5, to pro- 
5 Romney, 44 280 ceed to Helvoeiſſuys with 
6 Greybound, 24 1604 theſe ſhips and yatchs, 
6 Centaur, 24 160| to attend the King on 
fl. Waſp, 8 10 70 his return to his Britiſo . 
ſi. NWolf, 8 10 4 Ldominions. 


4 Greenwich, 50 300 
4 Warwick, 60 4.005 
4 Wincheſter, 50 390 
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4P. Mary, . 


[ 61 ] 
rate. ſhips names. guns. men. dͥleeſtination. 
| Ordered 27 Aug. 1755 
4 P. Mary, 60 49) to reinforce the ſqua- 


dron at Famatca. 


ſ Ordered 27 Aug. 1755 

to convoy the trade to 

| the Mediterranean, the 

| Bedford. 50 a8 i Princeſs Louiſa and 
: 5. 405 55 15 | Portlandtoremain there 
4 Portland, 50 deer to reinforce the ſqua- 


Us 5 dron under Capt, Edg- ' 
4 . y combe, and the others to 


return to England with 
| the homeward bound 
Nn 1 


8 Ramillies, 90 9 


Ts. 75 20 
1 P. 8 480 
3 Hamptoncourt7o 480 Ty 

3 Monmouth, 70 480 l 26th 1 Sehr. 
3 Trident, 64 500 17 55 to proceed to the 
3 York, 60 420 weſtward under com- 
3 Kingfion, 60 400 mand of Vice Admiral 
3 Windſor, 60 400 * 
3 Eagle, 60 400 


4 Rocheſter, 50 350| N. B. He did not * fail 


4 Colcheſter, 50 300 till Oct. 14. 
6 Gibraltar, 24 160 
6 Sbeerneſs, 24 160 15 
ft. Swan, 10 14 100 ; 
ms Savage, 8 10 70 F 
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Tur advices in the month of Ofeber from 
the ſouthern provinces daily confirmed the Toulon 


equipment, and diſcovered their deſtination. | 


Mx. Pillettes, by letter of the fifth of Ofober*, 


writes, that the reports, mentioned in his laſt, 
concerning the ſquadron fitting out at Toulon, 
had been, within a few days, confirmed to him 
by ſeveral creditable accounts; which he en- 
cloſed to the Secretary of ſtate. = 


By other diſpatches of the 13th, the ſame 
miniſter adviſes, that a man of war lately built 


had been launched the week before at Toulon; 


and that freſh orders had been iſſued for in- 


creaſmg the number of carpenters, caullers, &c, 
to be employed in the building of others on the 
ſtocks, and accelerating the equipment of the 


twelve, as already ordered to form a e 
in that . 


a | Acain, on the ſeventeenth, he writes © that. 


* they did now work in earneſt in the docks at 
* Toulon, and that the preſs for ſailors was ſo 


« hot, that they took them out of every mer- 


« chantman as ſoon as arrived at Mar/eilles, 
and conducted them to Toulon: yet, he adds, 
„ do not hear of any poſitive orders from 
court, for the entire armament or ſailing of a 


. 60 ſquadron: and perhaps theſe ſailors are 9. 


r Received on the 18th 
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s ſent to get rigging in readineſs.” He furthes 


ſays, in his letters of the 27th, that the five 


« frigates, which had {aig fitting under a pre- 


« tence to ſail for Algiers, were not ready; that 
e money was wanting; the workmen hey 


« for want of pay, and the work in the docks 
went on ſlowly. However, he concludes, 
Wt 2 are employed in ſheathing their men of 

„war, which denotes a long voyage: Which 


4 „ wa 


« ug We 0 India ee ſhips had Fong 3 


ce to take in proviſions, give room to think they 


« are deſtined for Canada; eſpecially as England 
cc will not ſuſpect ſuch an expedition from the 

ee ports of the Mediterranean. And yet this 
fame gentleman, who ſeems either to be eaſily 

deceived, or very uncapable of reaſoning upon 
maritime affairs; by letters of the twenty-ninth = 
of this month *, which were but two days after, 


gives information, that the French were uſing 


their utmoſt endeavours for equipping out the 
ſquadron at Toulon; under a thorough conviction 
that they could expect very little ſervice by 
letters of marque or repriſals, till they could 
get a number of men of war to ſea : and that 
the ſquadron in that port might be ready to ſail J 
an the beginning of the next year. ; 


Tur intelligence by this 1 poſitively 


confirms the equipment of the 7 oulon ſquadron 5 


2 See his letter dated Oct. 27th at Bern. 
8 Wee ved Nov. roth. 5 


> 


0641. 


of twelve men of war, and clearly relates the 


expedition with which they were augmenting 
their navy in that port; and the heat of the pref 
for ſeamen at Marſeilles. It is true, this cor- 


reſpondent has pretended to reaſon upon theſe 
facts; and according to his uſual way of judg- 


ing, would infinuate that thoſe preparations were 
rather intended for. Canada than any ſervice 


_ nearer home, But this conjecture was very ill 


grounded, and ought not to have been regarded; 


decauſe the number of land forces expected to 
embark under the convoy of that ſquadron was 
too great for an American expedition; and the 
victualling of the men of war ordered for tu 
months only; the bad condition of the ſhips, 
vhich rendered them unfit for a voyage acroſs 
the Atlantic Ocean; and the contracts diſco- 
vered to be making with the cornfactors, &. 
in Provence, for the ſubſiſtence of thoſe to be 
employed in this armament, evidently ſnewed 
that it muſt be intended againſt ſome appendage 
to the Britiſb crown in Europe, and within the 
Streights, His intelligence was good: but his 
application weak, inconſiſtent and confuſed. 


Jet this is the advice on which the miniſtry, 


which drew up the inſtructions for Admiral 
Byng's conduct in his laſt unhappy voyage, 
ſeem to have placed the greateſt confidence: 
for, they principally directed him to watch the 
failing of the Toulon ſquadron for America; and 
in caſe he, on his arrival at Gzbraltar, ſhould 

c hear that it had 0 out of the Mediterranean, _ 
3 : _- 


rere 


42 mh wh a 4 
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4 ping at 7 oulon. 


* *Dated 0a. 25 


N 1 65 1 


to ſend a detachment, under the command of 


Ad, | al Hep, far hom to N Anerica x 


"Acer Fw not fark * more melts river, 


arid greater attention paid, to the advices, ſent to 


Lord Holdernefs's office, within the ſaid diſtance 


of time, and incloſing a liſt of the officers: 


pointed to command theToulon ſquadron ? which . 


is ſeldom done in France, till the ſhips are almoſt 
fit to go to ſea: and which in particular con- 


firmed the account of its conſiſting of fwelve 
ſhips”, and of the chief command . nina : 


to N. Galan ere. 


＋ HE s E R7 TONY oat FO acoount; of 


: ſailors preſſed within this month at Manſeilles, 


and fixed them at 2000 for the e "_ p- 


Pd 


2 In theſk :nfiruQions i it is commanded — RET Upon your 


ce arrival there ¶ at Gibraltar] you are to enquire Whether 


« any French ſquadron i is come through the Streigbts; — 


« and, as it is probable, they may be deſigned for North 


e Amer ic, = you are immediately to take the ſoldiers out 
«« of ſo many ſhips of your ſquadron, as, together with 
« the ſhips at and going to Halifax, will make a force 
ce | Ee to the ſaid French ſquadron,—and then detach 
cc them under the command of Rear Admiral Vet, direct- 
<« ing him to make the beſt of his way off Louisbourg.” 
See Admiral Byng's trial 1 defence e 7 e 
» x of 80 guns, 
3 0f 74 
7 of 64 
I of 50 


15 16]. 


1 18 whe welds diſc ink to — ſaid "_ 


olive, that they did r not ſeem to be in ſuch a 
great Hurry. at Toulon, as they had been for 
ſome time paft : but add, that they would be 
ny. in a very ſhort time, to have the firſt order 
equipping twelve ſhips completed, ſo as hey 
34, be. in a condition to act; beſides frigates: 
and that there would remain eight large tips 


in that port, which, in part, could be made fit 


for failing 1 in fifteen days or three weeks. 


Oftober 31 ſt. Tur intellighnas broaght 54 


ſame office was poſitive that a  {quadron of ten 
23 7 in great e vi. e 
1 of =” Emmy.” 
2 of 70 
4 of * 
1 of 36 
eee e 
chr al the officers and ſeamen were e actually 
on board or . and would be ready to 


2 


fail from Toulon in eight or ten days; that they 
were victualled only for tebo months : vrhich 
this correſpondent wiſely obſerved, was an in- 
dication that this armament was not deſigned to 
paſs the Streights. He alſo mentions the launch- 


1 ing of a 64 gun ſhip; ; the _—_— another on the 
'F Dated 08. 1 4th. 


Another 1 OF. 218, writes . It i is aſſured | 
© that twelve 18 were * t fail from Toulon this 


| Rocks 


4 month. 1275 


',, | 
Rocks, and that four more from 70 to 74 would 
be finiſhed before Spring. 


Lon p Briſtol writes from Turin, that Monſ. 
de Galaſſioniere was appointed to command the 
tuelve ſhips now fitting out at Taulunn. That 
the naval preparations at Toulon, were carried 
on with expedition, and that there were orders 
arrived for equipping four more ſhips of the line 

in that port. But adds, by the beſt accounts 
can receive, no body can gueſs where the 

French will find artillery or ſailors for this 
e armament: and concludes with a report, that 
the French had purchaſed nine large ſhips in 
Swellen, on condition that the Swedes ſhould 


Tux advices to the Admiralty this month 
eoncur in the accounts of the French activity in 
= the port of Toulon. For though, on the 15th, 

= letters from Marſeilles © write that they worked 


- SS 


ut ſlowly on the ſquadron at Toulon ; that ſever 
= only. had got maſts up, and that there were no 
= orders given for heaving them down; yet others 
Ff the fame date from Gibraltar“ ſhew, that 


© Dated OA. 4th, received the 18th: 
> Dated O#. 18th, received Nov. th. 

5 Rezaived Now: Gthy rr : © | 8 
From Capt. Edgcombe of the Deptford, received Nov. 
21ſt. The Captain wrote, That in conſideration of the 
intelligence of a French ſquadron of twelye ſhips and four 
frigates ready to fail from Toulon, the governor had em- 
= barked two ſerjeants, three corporals, and forty private 
men to go with him to Mabu rn. 


[6 681 
they were convinced of the reality of the French 
2 at Toulon. And that they believed 


their 1 intention Was to attack either Gibraltar or 
NMabon. fo 


Consul Dicks, by . of the Br „ men- 


tions the failing of five ys 8 55 on the 2 8597 


from 7 aulbn. And, 


WOE Scrothe of the Dolphin, by. As | 


E of the ſame date, from Villas francu, 


-incloſed the following piece of intelligence in 
French; « Ordres darmer autre 12 vaſſeaux de 


ligne, 5 frigates, il parolt qu'on travaille 


% avec. beaucoup de All gence, 997 n * 


Ds 1 


Ir appears with great dei from theſe | 


Aae that the French obſerved an exact uni- 


formity of conduct in their ports of the Medi- 


terranean; ſometimes in a hurry ; at other times 


ſhewing, by Way of feint, a flackneſs in their 


_ armament, or a diſtant intention; but never 
loſing fight of their real object, and making as 
much diſpatch, as the nature of their expedition 
and the ſeaſon of the year would now permit. 


In which they diſcovered great policy and oeco- 


nomy ; confounding our intelligence, and ex- 
pending no more of the public money than was 


neceſſary, till the time of action would diſcover 


ö their real deſign. 5 


9 Reccived on the ran of 8 | | | 


. 


t 


In the northern provinces they tookeareto kee p 


up the report and appearance of an embarkation. 


By the papers in Lord Holderneſs s office, it 


appears there was early intelligence of the ar- 


rival of the P Entrepenant, Leopard, I luſtre, and 


| FOpiniatre, four ſhips of M. de Bois de la 


Mothe's ſquadron from Louiſbourg ; that M. de 


Salvert was left at Loui ſbourg purely to amuſe 
the Engliſh; and that theſe, who were returned, 
had given Admiral Beſcawen the flip, by ven- 


turing through the mountainous ſea in the i 


5 Streights of Belke-i/le. 


LEeTTERs of the ſame date informed that 


the Vielle, Inflexible, and Aigle were returned Sp. 
to Rechfor from Cadiz, that the 


= Sn of 70 guns 
ne, 766: 
Te Capricieux, 64 

Le Hardi, 64 


| were ordered to be equipped i in the ſame port; * 
and alſo brought a liſt of a new {quadron equip- . 


ping at Breſt, vis. 

* Soleil pe, of $0 guns, 
Courageux, e 
Superbe, 1 
Beau fai ſant, 04 
Prothee, r 
” EW 36 

Are en Cel, 5 | 

n, „„ 

eee n 
x 3 „ 


1 7⁰ * 
with chis cer « that, 3 the whole 
or part of M. du Guay's ſquadron ſhould be 


laid up, this new ſquadron would want den 
hs guns and ſailors.” 


Two days after it was adviſed that all the 
ſhips of war, which had ſerved as tranſports to 
Louiſbourg, and were returned to Breſt were 
ordered to be laid up : that there were only five 
men of war in the road; and that although four 
were ordered immediately under the command- 
of M. Perrier, and four others to be equipped 


for ſea, they did not make any great . as 
if they were in hafte. 


Tux ſame intelligence thanks! a 1 of the 


1 Gollowing ſhips in a condition ty put to ſea from 
Breſt, 


Le Zodicque, of- 74 guns. 
Minotaure, e 
Diademe, ä 
Celebre, * 173 
HBelligueux, U 
r 64 

Solitaire, 6; 


obſerved that they were building with much 8 
expedition, but that there was great want of 
materials from abroad to complete their orders. 
It was alſo remarked that a perſon had been to 
ſound the harbour and road of Dunkirk, as it 
was ſuppoſed, with a deſign to KP ſome men 
of War r to that Port. 


ao I 


2 
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1 111 
by My Lond Horus alſo d recived 2 fol 


<« per I . _ = 3 port; = 


& but that alone is not ſufficient to fit ſhips for. 
e ſervice : and though there are ſtrong reports 


* of a deſign to make a deſcent in England, and 
e Emarkations on the coaſt of Nor manay there 


* ae Jet n0 | difpeſ tions for 8 


11 N D EED letters PIO Dunkirk and other 5 
places along the coaſt, dated Oct. 21, and re- 


ceived on the 3 iſt, mention reports of embark- 


_ ations to be made in February, and that theſe 


reports were induftriouſly © propagated ; the 


French miniſtry being defirous to create a belief 
of their intention to make a deſcent in Great 
Britain or Ireland, by way of feint, about the 
time, when they 1952 concerted the conqueſt 
of Minorca. Fs nog 


Ane we. may account for the intelliience 


: we UP by Vice Admiral Smith from Captain 


F Te Vincent 


(#55 
1 of the Greyhound, who informed * the 
Admiralty that there were one hundred and 
twenty-nine veſſels at Dunkirk, and that fifty 
empty veſſels had been detained by order of the 
government: and for other * advices to the ſaid 
office, as © that at leaſt one hundred thouſand 
b troops were in motion, and only waited for 
e tranſports for them [what, Io, ooo men! 
« where could they find veſſels ?] to embark 
ec for Great Britain, or Ireland; and that they 
ce were collecting tranſports at Calais, where 
te vyere eleven topſail veſſels, and twenty-ſix one 
ee maſt veſſels; and at Boulogne where were 
be e fail of brigs, mn and e 1 


NM R. Bain writes St" He” in his 
ö panic ſtile, © I mentioned ſome time ago, that = 
© orders were given by the French to collect a 
© number of veſſels from Dieppe, Havre, Sc. 

G ce to rendezvous at Calais and other ports in that 
« neighbourhood. What their real deſign for 

40 ſo doing at that time, I hinted was only to 

e amuſe. But I cannot help thinking now, from : 
e the number of veſſels, that have been brought 
LL into our ports, and are daily taken, bound to 


=” 1 tothe Admiralty dated on. the 2oth, received. 8 


on the 21ſt of October. 
u Dated O#. 20th, received 3 from a Durch ſkipper. 0 
4 Dated O#. 22d, Tecaivad on the 25th. 15 
Does this number- of veſſels appear any ways adequate 5 
1 to the tranſſ ortation of £90,000 0 ere as above?” 
e ch. x 4 FFT SITS 
Thee f E * Calais, 


I 
ec Calais, &c. but that __ have yon NR. 


« in n- ; 


„ WrITRIU theſe "OM 4575 raſh, T- am in- 

« formed from Calais, that above ten fail are 

ce arrived there in ballaſt from Roven, which 
<« draw but little water, and ſome of them two 
hundred tons: and it is now no longer a ſecret 
ee that theſe veſſels are actually in che French 5 


* King 8 * 


Bur the moſt penetrating intelligence, re- 
_ ceived October the 2oth, in Lord Holderneſs's 
office, ought to have rectified all theſe vague 
ſuppoſitions: No court, ſays that correſpon- 
e dent, was ever in a more cruel ſituation than 
ee that of France. They have been led into a 
war by the repeated aſſurances given them by 
the Duke of Mirepoix, that however angry the 
« [Engliſh] nation awas, the King and his miniſtry 
cc qquld not enter into a war. As this was credited 
s by. the French council in general, they took 
4 their meaſures in conſequence; and were never 
e more ſurprized than when the news came of | 
_ © our wing the two Prench py in America,” 3 
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AI i is certain the French King and his minen | 
are greatly incenſed at preſent. An invaſion of 

| Jreland has been propoſed, and to riſque ſending | 

troops into Scotland at the ſame time. But on 
examination, many difficulties have ariſen. 

However this is not laid aſide: but it is to be 

A believed 


— A — —8— > 
4 + x) 
: 0 
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74] 
believed ſome attempt of that kind will be made: 
if England rejects the laſt terms, this crown 
will be obliged to make by the diſtreſs they are 
in, every ſhip in France will be fitted out: and 
the court of England may be aſſured, that if a 
— be not made, ſome: rale of great conſe- 
quence will be ſtruck, to indemnify the French 5 
5 merchants for the loſs of their ſhips. 


Ar this time there was a liſt handed about 
which greatly magnified the * of the 


| French navy, Vis. 


At Breſt ſhips.of the Jing e 
995 o 2 
0 At Rochfort ſhips of the line - 20 Bic 
Nek e 1. 
At Toulon ſhips of the line — 1 
W / one | 
"Ships building at Tawon. $5. 
At Breſt 5 


whence it wasimmediately prop 2852 chat M. 
Mac bault had engaged to the French King, to 
put fixty two ſhips of the line to ſea | in wack next 
fÞriog, beſides frigates. : + He 


Wrar politician could avoid forming a preciſe | 
judgment from the premiſes, that ſome ſtroke 
of great conſequence would be ſtruck, on the 
part of France. That it could not be expected 
* a Ne embarkation for Hmerice, where their 


= See advices in Lord "Holdermeſ?'s s Meth received 08, I 
iſt 1755. 1 


borce 7 


: r 
Ly * *** 
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which could not be undertaken with bad 


= OE Acc ccc 


his CL. dated Feb, &th, 2757 


1 75 1 
force was PER greatly ſuperior. to ours, and 


ſhips, and ſcarcity of artillery, men, and provi- 


ſions: nor by invading. Britain or Ireland, for 
which they had neither tranſports for ſuch an 


undertaking, nor were making other diſpoſitions | 
in the northern provinces, that could induce us 
to give credit to. ſuch reports; for the motions 


and diſpoſition, as well as the extraordinary 
number of their troops, more naturally ex- 


_ plained. their intention to prepare againſt any 


attempt, which might be made on their own 
coaſt, and to draw off the attention of the 


Engliſh from the Mediterranean, than to Ele 


counter the difficulties, which, upon examina» 


tion, were found to diſcourage an invaſion of 
theſe kingdoms. But that it was to be guarded 


againſt in the Mediterranean. For, all our intel- 


ligence agreed in theſe facts, te that a conſidera- 
e ble ſquadron was ub in great forwardneſs to 
* fail with an army under its convoy, victualled 
only for two months: that though ſtrong | 
« infinuations were propagated of an intention 
«to invade Great Britain or Ireland, there were 


« yet no diſpoſitions for it: and that the arma- 


ments carried on at Breſt, Rochfort, &c. were 
* neither ſo forward, nor of that force, as to 
require the detention of the greateſt part of 
c the Britiſh fleet to watch their motions. 
t Vet from the following authentic liſta the reader 


_ "Prepared in purſuance of an addrefs to the H. of C. to 


wil 


4 12 1- 7 

will be enabled to judge, whether bis Majeſty's 
navy was employed, as it ought to have been, to 
prevent the blow, which France was TIRE 
to Arike 1 in 1 the Mediterranean. e 


A LIST of all his Maeſty $ Maps 1 war, or 
5 of ſuch ſhips as were equipped 
and made ready for mw within * * 


of Offober 1755: 


rate. ſhips names. guns. men. when made ready for ſea ky 5 
fl. Nauen, 8 10 70 iſt Offober 1755. 
4 Hampſhire, 50 300 4th. 
4 Rocheſter, 50 350 sth. 
4 Colchefter, 50 300 7th. 
e 
4 Kingſion, 60 400 8th 
6 Sheerneſs, 24 160 8th, 
Jr 8.” 
5 Romy, 44 280 g tn. 
fl. Hazard, 8 10 70 Toth. 


5 3 Monmouth, 7 480 T1th, 


6 Centaur, 24 160 11th. 
5 Cheſterfield, 44 250 15th. 
4 Dreadnought, 60 450 16th. 
4 Net, 60 420 17th. 
3 Edward, 44 250 17th. 
3 Lancaſter, 66 520 21ſt. 
l. Happy, 8 10 70 21ſt, 
3 Swiftſure, 70 520 22d. 
3 Elizabeth, 70 480 a. 
3 e "TY 480. 26th, „„ ts ce 
3 Wey- 


1 77¹ 
rate. ſhips names. guns. men. when PROT 


3 Weymouth, - 60 420 29th. 25 
4 Antelope, 50 300 29th. — — 

6 Blandford, 24 160 29th. 

fl. Swan, 10 14 100 29th. 

I. Hound, 10 14 100 29th. 

3 Buckingham, 70 535 Zoth. Wa 

5.  Orfor, a, Py 320 1 . ns HAN 
"7 Tyfwich, | "+I 480 218. ond 
l. E, 8 12 70 31ſt. 


AIST of ſuch of the ſhips named i in the 158. 5 
N going liſt* as were ordered to be formed 
into, or to reinforce particular ee 
5 within the month of Ocfober, 1755. 


rate. ä names. guns. men. adaiſtination. 5 
WV (Ordered 1 5th Oc. 17 55 
i414 | toreinforcethe weſtern 
8 "0 1 | ſquadron, under the 


CI and of Vice Ad- 
3 fich, 88 1 wil Byng. Vbe did 
8 not ſail till the I 4th of 

this montn. 1 

Rear _ Weſt or- 

dered 28 Oct. 1 : 

3 eee 5 35 I withthels Hips | 

4 ord ith, bo $205 to reinforce the weſtern 
4 2 ” 0 E uadron under Vice 


(Admiral Byng. 


ges the former part of this liſt in the month of Septem- 0 
* page FIN” . 
Tux 
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Tue monthly 1 1 of tha PTY giving 
abſtract of the diſpoſition of the ſhips, &c. 
in ſea pay, * . c 0 Naber 17 5 5 
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Wor 


2880 5 ers, : | | 6 
jos 24.7 To weſtward | 2 
{ with Admiral [4 

r 


3 560 
50 t 8 2 24. Under Vice 


Admiral 


rate. 


] 


6 lbeße Joa. Carney. 


Fitting 15, 
Ar home, 


General abſtract, 


| 
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B v which. it will appear that our greateſt 
force was kept inactive, or at moſt, to watch an 
Uncertain deſtination of a few fiſhing boats, and 
unarmed veſſels in the French ports on the 


Britiſh channel; and that our whole ſtrength 
in the Mediterranean amounted to no more 


* {+ 


? 4118 | 14 


than one fourth rate, three ſixth rates, and one 


floop: which together carried 750 men. Was 5 


this doing all that was in the power of the 
miniſtry towards the . of Minorca! 


qa $6.15 © 
I-” 9624 p - 


Tur advicw received on the 4th of Neben 


tra in Lord Holderneſs's office, gave an account 
that orders had been ſent to Toulon, to equip five 
frigates with the utmoſt diſpatch, beſides tlie 
other ſhips already fitting out; /even of which 
ſhips of the line and four frigates were com- 
pletely equipped and ready for failing * before 


the end of this month: and they worked ſo 


diligently on the laſt orders, that one of the five 
was put to ſea before the ſixteenth of the ſame 


month: Though, ſays Lord Briftol, neither 
de its ſervice, nor the 1 een of the whole 


80 number is yet known : ſome 1 imagining that 
0 they are commiſſioned to protect the mer 
« chant ſhips that trade to and from the Levant, 
or to defend the coaſts from the inſults of the 


" Agerines; ; or to proceed to Agiers, to reclaim 


v Twelve ſhips ſee advices to the fame office received 


: Offober 3iſt. 


5 * advices) in the laid office of the 29th of Neventer. 
SQ „ 1 the 


| C7 81 == 
L the French . * demand latisfaction 
85 for inſults | 8 
n to Wed Conſul Dicks writes* 
from Leghorn, he had received intelligence from 
Toulon, that five large ſhips of war were to fail 
on the 23d, as it was reported, to demand four 
ſhips detained in the port of Algiers. | 


: 


Ma Villettes's diſpatches in this month di- 
miniſhed greatly the former apprehenſions, which 
might have been raiſed by the armament at 
Toulon : he firſt writes, be there had lately 
arrived at that port two millions of livres, for 
« expediting the former orders to equip twelve 
« men of war of the line, and five frigates :” 

and then adds, that there was a want of ma- 
e terials, and all manner of proviſions : that part 

8 *© of the workmen in the docks were diſcharged, 

= © and more were diſcharging daily: that they 
& had been obliged to buy Callico for fails to the 
amount of one hundred thouſand livres: that 

the fitting out of the five frigates went on 

« very ſlowly : and that they had entirely given 
© over, or at leaſt deſerted the armament or the 


be twelve ſhips of the line. 


oo : See advicis hou Lord Brio of Nev. 1305 receive ö 
Dec. 4th; and Nov. 22d, received Dec. 13th. D 
Without date, received 1 Sir Ti homas Robinſon : 
New. 18th. ws INE Dt | 
"0 letters of New. 3d. 1 HON 6: 1 5 
V 


141 


7 i " 

e ; „ 
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4 
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On the 8th ©, he again W his opinion 
of an intention to ſend ſupplies by the Toulon 
ſquadron to Canada: © For, ſays he, ſuch a 
« ſcheme being leſs liable to be ſuſpected, and 
* thereby more likely to eſcape the vigilance of 
< our ſquadrons and cruiſing veſſels in on ocean, 
4 * ſeems to deſerve attention. 


Au hab he was obliged to acknowledge 
on the 2oth of the ſame month, that there 
were ſtill a great number of hands employed at 
Toulon, to complete the twelve ſhips, and that 
the five frigates were all ready for careening ; 
he will not allow them to be in any hurry, but 
writes that they went on but very flowly 3 
ing them for ſea, 5 


In which he was Goonded by advices from 
Captain Edgecombe of the Deptford, dated Villa= 
Franca, Nov, 17th *, who having incloſed an 
account of thirteen ſhips of the line and eight 
frigates, carrying 1104 guns, then in the port 
of Toulon, writes, that the French had diſcon- 

tinued their naval armaments in that port, and 
that the ſquadron therein mentiqned could not 
4 be, ready t to fail before . or March. 


9 4 


7 


85 Reckived Nov. 28th. 8 1 
Received Dec. 4th. - 5619.4 en 
| * Received Dec. bth. | . 4 | 72 N 1 5 
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Yer, on the ſame day, by letters of the 2 iſt 


that one of the laſt five frigates was got to ſea 
before the 15th of the month: that five large 
ſhips of war were ordered to fail on the 23d of 
the ſame month : that ſeven of the twelve ſhips 
of the line, and four frigates, were completely 
equipped, and ready for failing before the end 
of the faid month: and that they were all in 
ſuch readineſs as to be ſoon fitted for failing, 
when commanded to ſea: every other part of 
| their intelligence being only confuſed conjec- - 
tures, and, it may be artful reports, propagated 
: bi "Ka to deceive our 1 and agents a- 


4» 
[44 
* 


1 

7 
2 

„ 

* 

| 75 


n by 
7 of November, the Lords of the Admiraliy were Wo 
a informed chat, though the equipment of the 1 
1 twelve ſhips went on ſlowly, every thing was 1 
f Preparing to get them ready for ſervice : and 1 
5 that in caſe of orders for ſailing, they would be * 
foon got to ſea; though it was the general 9 
opinion, that they were not deſigned t to fail be- ig 
I ö fore 8 pring. * = 
Tu poſitive facts! in "cheſs advices, which re- 9 
| quired our greateſt attention, were, that there 1 
2 was no want of money to carry into execution 1 
ü the orders for the Toulon equipment: that there 9 
| was no ſcarcity of workmen : that five more 9 
frigates had been added to the former orders: nl 
that they worked fo diligently on theſe ſhips, 9 
bn. 
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As for the intelligence concerning the equip- 


ments of the French nearer Great Britain, and 


; their preparations for an nn it appears, 


Tr, by adviees received in Lord, 1 - 7 wi 


neſs's office, on the 4th of November, one hun- 
dred marines were arrived at Dunkirk, and ex- 


erciſed: but that there was ot the leaſt. ap- : 


Pearance of an embarkation at that port. 


1 HAT it was talked, „the S had "EE 
a Fontainbleau, incog. that ſeven ſhips of war 
were gone into Breſt road: that there were four 


battalions of the Lib brigade and fixty ſhips 


belonging to different countries at Boulogne ; that 
the garriſons of Calais, in which port were about 
thirty ſhips of the like fort, and of Graveline, 
were formed of the Iriſh brigade : but that there 


were no more troops in that neighbourhood ; 


nor any tall of an embarkation, nor even of 


privateers; theſe ſeven men of war, if they 


d mould ſail, 5 DENG intended only to Pa the 


n of the GR date relate, that all = 
ſhips at Breſt, that had been out, were ordered 
to diſarm and to be refitted : but that M. de 


 Conflans's diviſion, was in leſs forwardneſs than 
that to be commanded by M. Perrier. And 


= yet other letters of the 22d of the fame. © 


* „Leiten received Nev. 12th 1757. 


month, 


1651 


3 after having acknowledged the inacti- 
vity of the French miniſtry, add, that ſome 
attribute their conduct to a want of means to 
raiſe money; and that others were of opinion 
that the French made thoſe delays in their ma- 
rine equipments, only to blaze out at once with 
a fleet of two hundred ſhips to be collected be- 
tween Dunkirk and Breſt; that thoſe tranſports 
were to be eſcorted by fifty fail of men of war 
in two ſquadrons in order to invade England, 
and that the invaders intended to march, as ſoon 
as diſembarked, * to the e 


| "Tan intelligence was pe followed 
with this further circumſtance: That Marſhal 
Belliſſe had formed a project for invading Eng- 
and and Hanover at the ſame time: that there 
had been lately built two frigates at Havre; and 
that there were four frigates in Bre/? road in- 
tended only to protect the merchantmen: but 
that there did of appear the leaſt a ſpofition for 
an embarkation at Dunkirk, or in the neigh- 
ouring ports. Which was confirmed by diſ- 
patches from Admiral Smith; who having given 
an account of y ſhips at Dunkirk, and thirty- 
. at an, aſſured their e that there 


* In Cala Holderneſs 8 office, there was ant the fie | 
time an account that the French had augmented their forces 
with 27,000 foot, 15150 horſe, 2 560 dragoons, and 6009 
marines, 

Of the 3oth of November, received by the Ainiraly an 
the I 290 of ö * 
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| $6 ] 
was 710 mouement that indicated an a embarkation 
of land forces. ag | 


Tuus the terror of an bannen was founded 
upon no better authority than the trite accounts 
of the Viſe brigade being quartered on the coaſt; 
a few merchantmen detained or laid up in Dun- 
kirk and Calais; ſeven frigates lying under fail- 
ing orders in Breſt road, for the protection of 
their mercantile navigation, and a gaſcoynade of 
_ a reſolution to invade England with a fleet not 

in their power to ſend to ſea, and at the ſame 
time to attack Hanover: whereas the beſt of 
our correſpondents declared that there did not 
appear the leaft 4 nor was there 2 | 
talk of an embarkation * 8 | 


Ver our miniſtry affected to be ded with 5 
5 the certainty of an invaſion; and paid no regard 
to o che real armaments making at Toulon* ; as will 


For though different plans had been propoſed, they 
; had been all rejected; becauſe, in the firſt place, it was 
impoſſible for them to collect a ſufficient number of tranſ- 
ports in one or two ports, as would be neceſſary: becauſe 
the Breſt fleet, was it in a condition to put to ſea, could 
not pretend to convoy tbem; for ſhould that fleet meet the 
Engliſb, either in going or returning, it would be riſquing 
the whole trade of France, and expoſing both their Neet 
and forces to ruin. Therefore, their whole intention is to 
alarm and diftreſs England; though, ſays the correſpondent, 
I. can't anſwer how far paſſion may w them. See ad- 
vices in Lord Holderneſs's office. 
Except we may account the order, in this month, for 
General Stuart to repair to his command in Minorca, the 
| fiſt appearance of an intention to put that iſland into a 
. Poſture of defence; though he could not obtain a paſſage 
to Mahon till the 6th of April 1756, when he failed with 
Admiral Byng. 1 1 bs n more 
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more fully appear by the following ay of 


ny 1 e in — e 2 


2 1 o 


A rnr of an bis Majeſty 5 e foo war, or 
quadrons of ſuch ſhips as were equipped 
and made ready for ſea, within the month 


af November 1755. 


n in purſuance of an aire 7 the 


. honourable houſe of commons to his Majeſty, _ 
dated 8th February, 17 57. 


ade: ſhips names. guns. men. when made ready for ſoa. . 


fl. 6 Gibraltar," 24 160 2d November 1755. 


4 Medway, 560 430 © i 


2 Prince, 90 750 4th 

2 . George, 90 750 = 
fl. Peggy, 8 10 70 6th. 

hag . 5 40 3 50 6th. : 


Sattaſh, 10 14 100 


fl. ale. 8 10 70 


Anbuſcade, 44 2 50 
N 24 140 


4 Falmouth, 50 350 


44 250 


5 b. Swallow, 14 14 190 
6 Solebay, 24 160 2: 
3 Naſſau, 570 480 2 


5 Wookwich, 44 280 


E Gorge, 80 720 7 
_ * Ts 30 


[8] 


A kor ut fb e bee 
going liſt as were ordered to be formed 
* Ane or to reinforce particular ken 

in the month of Newer. 1755. 

rate. « ie names. Suns. men. ty inn: | 


” Order Ah Notir7 55 
5, Cheſterfield,” 44 250 | to convoy. trade to the 
4 Experiment, 24 1404 Mediterranean, and re- 
fl. ä 10 14 100 inforce the ſquadron 
Ws | LinderCs pt. EC. N 
Tus ant wn of the Adniraly, iving-an 
abſtract of the - diſpoſition of * ſhips, 
c. in ſea pay, for the L of A 


I 2 gh | ö 
12 : * 
; 0 - 5 2 = : 4 2 . 5 } . 
L * "Y * 


"rate. 3 2 0 men. 
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tations bY Sky 
Flentats 5 6 5 8 | 1185 | 

oops 8 2 | 
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rate. ſhips. men. 


Mt 8 


Eafe Indies, 


| 8 — © Downs, Vice 
1 12 Ma ARS: 3 


| Cruiſers, 


Refitting 13, f 
7090S, * 


bol. th. 3 Pp 
5 Lyatchs 5 - 


IMC --4 280 
GHECr Fanean n 
Deptford 30 3. 24 ſloop : © 
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-T'n x ſhips dedgned for as expedition : 
againſt Minorca, being got as forward as need- 
ful for the ſeaſon of the year, and the time 
appointed for carrying it into execution; you 
have ſeen in the accounts of the laſt month, 
that the carpenters, &c. who had been brought 
from all parts to work upon them, were 
(many of py" diſcharged. Why? becauſe, 
as. the ſquadron was. not to fail till March, 
585 needleſs to retain a number of uſcleſs . 
hands, for three or four months to do the 
' work, which could be finiſhed in three or four 


weeks; every thing being already done, which 


N equired the aſſiſtance of ſuch a n of 
4 : beſides this diſcharge of the workmen 
produced another good effect: it carried the 


appearance of a delay, or an alteration in the 


meafures of the cout, in regard to the arma- 
ment 


[9D] ; 
ment at Towlon.; and in conſequence created 1 
belief in the Britiſb agents and miniſtry, that 
they had nothing to 11 from that quarter. 
For, thus ran the intelligence from ſeveral quar- 
ters in the courſe of the laſt month. Our cor- 
reſpondents, without conſidering the work that 
; bad been expedited by the diligence and-num= 
bers employed in the fitting out of the twelve. 
men of war of the line, &c. very impolitically 
concluded that the diſcharge of the workm 
Was an indication of the equipment's being lade 
aſide: and without attending to the ſeaſon of 
the year, which did not require more expedition 
than was really neceſſary to get the ſquadron to 
ſea within the time limited for its appointed 
ſervice, they interpreted the oeconomy of the 
French miniſtry a ſlowneſs or want of reſolution, | 
: men, or materials, to Tir their firſt intention 
; into execution, 


Tur ſame . e in the month 


. pe December in the advices from Turin. For 
Lord Briſtol writes © that though the five frigates 
at Toulon were ready to put to fea ; the arma- 
ment of the 7welve ſhips of the line in that 
harbour went on very ſlowly, and by all accounts 
muſt be many months before ny could be in a 
ponder to fall, Te 


Conor 8 at Nite wrote * in he he 
ſtrain. d The five frigates, VIZ, one of 50 guns, 


© December 20th, Received January 21. Ha 
December 22d, received January 21ſt. . e 


Dae et one 


[92] 

« one of 30 guns, and three of 24 guns at 7 oulon 
« are ready to fail: but, as to the #welve ſhips 
of the line in commiſſion, their equipment 
goes on very /owly, and they will not be able 
eto get them ready hit winter. He adds, that 
« they recruited their land forets — all ima- 


—— e 1 i 0249 9 


Such was the deception i in Eah, i in regard to 
che French armament at Toulon. However, Mr. 
Villettes, at Bern, ſeems to have been ſatnewhat 
better adviſed. For, in his letter © to Mr. Fox, 
he firſt relates that the ve frigates were ready 
to ſail : that there was only one of them got 
into the road; and that people could not tell 
what to think of the /owneſs with which they 
proceeded i in the marine department of that port. 
Then he adviſeth that all the _froe frigates had 
got into Toulon road, though it was not known 
when they ſhould fail ; that the intendant of the 
marine at "7, oulon had taken a liſt of all the Weſt 
India merchant ſhips in the port of Marſeilles, 
ſpecifying their burthen, ſtrength and number 
of cannon ; and that he had ordered 1 two of them 
0 repair to Toulon. 5 8 9 


* 


Lxrrzns from the * correſpondent of the 
_ "22d of December obſerved, that it was reported 

orders had arrived at 7 culon for the frigates to 
ſail; but that their deſtination was kept a Pro- 
December bth, received the 20th ditto. 


December 12th, received on the 25th ditto. 
« * or before the a. day of December. 8 


found 


1 191. 


be. „ that they will go and join thoſe near 
« armed at Breft ; and, it the project for invad- 


ing England is not laid aſide, they will be 
e employed in favouring the paſſage and landing 
ce of the land forces.” Should net Mr. Villettes 
have firſt reaſoned with himſelf upon the dif- 
ficulty, and almoſt impoſſibility of ſuch a weak 
force of ſive frigates of 50 to 24 guns, to get 
into Breſt, which was, at that time, blocked up 


by a ſtrong ſquadron of Britiſb men of war? 


he had more reaſon to keep to his former vague 
ſurmize of an intention to favour the French 
' hoſtilities in North America. But it ſhould ſeem, 
as if this gentleman was very happy in coincid- 
Ing with the favourite ſchemes of thoſe, whoſe 


endeavours were to perplex the Britifo councils 
with the cry of an invaſion. 


Hx afterwards informs the government, that 
* had been publiſhed at Manſeilles, by ſound 
of trumpet, for all ſailors to repair immediately 
to Toulon : that four of the frigates above-men- 
tioned, were ſaid to be ordered to convoy the 
| Algerine galliot, lately taken, to Algiers; but 
that they had not received their laſt orders for 
failing, and that it was very certain they. had 


quite another deſtination *. _ 


By letters dated 27th December, received Faneary I 5. 5 
incloſing advices of December 15th, N. B. He writes on 


the 29th of December, that the people were quite tired to 


hear the frigates were ready and did not fail: and that the 
French, by means of a Portugueze merchant, had bought 


1200 pieces of cannon in England. 
©. | Yer, 


found ſeeret : © though it is probable, continues 
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ee even in the. midi of this beta), 


it lainly a that the Toulon ſquadron of 
coke 5 Er the line might be put to ſea 1 in 
the Spring : that, in the mean time, all diligence 
was uſed to recruit the land forces i in Provence, 
and the neighbouring provinces: that meaſures 
were purſued for taking up ſhips for tranſports: 
and that a ſtrict watch was kept to ſecure a ſuf- 
ficient number of ſailors are the time of 
action. | 


\. 'AGREEABLE to theſe facts, the government 
received advice from Mr. Banks, conſul at Car- 
 thagena in Spain, that by his intelligence from 
Toulon, the French fleet was ready, 'and only 
waited for orders to put to ſea: that ſeveral 
| battalions and ſquadrons were in motion towards 
the frontiers of Catalonia, and that moſt of the 


ports in Provence were crouded with Polaccas, 


Sertees, Tartans, and other veſſels, a great many 
5 Fo which were taken * in | the gorenmntngs 0 


3 to EU Adniralty, dated Marſeilles, 


1 December 24th, expreſſly mention, that the five 
frigates were ready to put to ſea; and that the 


twelve ſhips of the line were under. orders to be 


bs equipped with all expedition, and would be 


0 to ſail in three weeks, 


= See his letter of December 7th, received February 19th. 
_Tuvs f 


* 


1551 


; In Hus ee pricla, 8 the roſtine deft. 
nation of the Toulon ſquadron, was known: and 


their intention to invade either Gibraltar or 


Minorca, was eaſily to be collected from their 


manner of vidtualling, number of troops, and 
variety of ſmall welk taken into mY for travſ 


| ports, 


Howzvxk our - miniſtry rather choſe to give 
credit to the advices of the tranſactions in the 


north of France. From whence Lord Holder- 


already conſiſted of twenty-two battalions each; 


and that nothing was talked of but a declaration 
of war, and a reſolution to fix the Pretender on 
i 1 throne of * in the March following. 


neſs was informed of great augmentations to 
the militia of Normandy and Picardy, which 


Tuts intelligence was ſoon followed by an 


account of ſeventy or eighty thouſand land forces 
expected to arrive, and to be cantoned in the 
towns and villages near Dunkirk, in order to 
take poſſeſſion of Nieuport, Oftend, and other 
barriers, to favour a ſquadron to be commanded 


by M. Bart, and appointed to fail into thoſe 
ſeas" pf But, g 


: ves; was a ſquadron to b Al 
ſufficient to face the Britfh navy ? It could not 


dy. By letter dated December 15 1 ived the 13th ditto, 
December th. 9h rope 3 


m od letters dated Decenter ee the 150 ditt. 
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CRT. 
be from Toulon for ' reaſons already aſſigned. 
It could not be from Breſt, nor from Rochfort; 
- becauſe advices of the firſt of December to that 
ſame noble Lord  exprefily declare, that the 
ſquadron in thoſe ports, under M. Conflans, went 
on very ſowly: that the ſquadron under M. 
Perrier, conſiſted only of five ſhips of the line 
and four frigates, when completely equipped: 
that there was but one ſhip fitting at Dunkerk, 
and that there was no other maritime dilpolition 
in that or in its neighbouring ports. 


Was it to be collected from Bayonne, Bour- 
deaux, Nants, Rochelle, and Havre, where it was 
reported there was a defign to build frigates in 

private, or in the merchants docks. That was 
by far a too diſtant view: for had that ſcheme 
been adopted by the French miniſtry, it would 
have enabled the King's yards to build a num- 
ber of capital ſhips, but not a ſufficient num- 
ber to cope with the Brizi/h navy, or to favour 
the pretended invaſion, within the compals of 
the year 1756, It is true the advices of the 
. 9th of this month, related a deſign in France 
to fit out every ſhip that could be made capable 
to keep the ſeas; and to divide the whole into 
Tuo fleets, one at Toulon, the other at Breſt; to 
fall with force on the Britiſp ſquadrons, dif- 
perſed in ſmall numbers; and, in the mean 
time, to make a powerful diverſion by means 
of an invaſion, for which purpoſe they had aſ- 
ſembled already 50, coo troops from Givet to 
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the neighbouring port. But, the next day, this 
formidable gaſcoynade was knocked on the head 
by freſh aſſurances that France had no other 
wiews in all this than to gain time: that there 
were 0 diſpoſitions on the coaſt of the Britiſb 
channel for an embarkatton © : that eight frigates 
had failed from Breſt, but were employed by 
way of convoy for their merchantmen : that the 
armament of the two ſquadrons went on fo 
ſlowly, that M. Perrier's could not be got ready 
till January at ſooneſt, and that of M. Conflans 
not till May” : and that there was nothing new 
on the 19th of December in the ports of Trance, 
| Wen tae arrival of ſome troops at Dunkirk. 


'Ornzz intelligence in the ſame office, dated 
December the 4th and 13th, allow. that there 
had been ſome propoſals for an invaſion; but 
they were rejected on account of the many dif- 


. ficulties, and the ſacrificing ſo many troops; 


and conclude that all talk of that ſort was only 
deſigned to alarm and diſtreſs ; for, that after 
diligent ſearch, no plan for N England or 
b dreland could be found. 3 


Ix the whole courſe o this intelligence, which 


| carries us to the concluſion of the year 1755, 


no one can preſume to find any foundation for 
the ee * continually my of, 3 


"= 


3 a Of in Lord Holderneſ 8 office, 1 
» December 13th, in ditto. 
2 Letters of December Fay 3 in ditto. 5 {ps 
5 1 and 


11 9 5 
and alarming the people with, the dread 1 an 
invaſion. How then ought we to account for 
that paſſage in his Majeſty's ſpeech, where he 
informs his. parliament, that © from various ap- 
e pearances and preparations there was. reaſon 
e to think there have been formed deſigns againſt 
< his kingdoms and dominions ;” except, as a 
certain noble Peer, many years at the head of 
the law, has taught us, we conſider ſuch ſpeeches 
as the language of a miniſtry, rather than the 
ſentiments of their Royal Maſter: and then it 
may create a ſuſpicion that this. invaſion was a 
pure miniſt Herial bubble, to raiſe a prodigious ſum 
of money out of the fears of the people: and 
not to be hitherto reſolved upon by ts « court of 
France. 5 


Is it not allo very extmondinary that there was 
not the leaſt notice taken of the advices received, 
concerning the armaments at Toulon, and the 
appearances and preparations making in that port 
and its neighbourhood, for invading and con- 
quering Gibraltar and Minorca? Except we 
may ſuppoſe thoſe two important places are in- 
cluded under the general name of dominions: 
which both houſes of parliament, in their ad- 
dreſſes, certainly underſtood to mean his Ma- 
 Jeſty's Electoral and German dominions ; beſides 


His Majzsry, on the 13th of November 17555 in- 
forms his parliament in theſe words: © I have confined my 
views and operations to hinder France from making new 
„ encroachments, or ſupporting thoſe. already. made; to 
L exert our right to a fatisfadtion for hoſtilities committed 


it 


it will ap 
foregoing liſts, that his ge 


pear from the az 8, as Well 100 
; G0. been 
adviſed to extend his views, and l to 


1 N 


2200 1 | | | WY 8 * \ 


« in a time 10 ae 2 od to | diſkopoint fagb de- 


« ſigns, as, from various appearances and, preparations, 


there is reaſon to think, have been formed 18 ant my 


© kingdoms and dominions.” 


The Trae of Lords, in their addreſs om this eh; 6 
t preſs themſelves in theſe term: We look upon ourſelves 


as obliged by the ſtrongeſt ties of duty, gratitude, and 


„ honour, to ſtand by and ſupport your Majeſty in all ſuch 


<« wiſe and neceſſary meaſures and engagements; as your; 


| « Majeſty may have taken, in vindication of the rights of 


« your crown; or to defeat any attempt, which- may be 
% made by France, in reſentment of ſuch meaſures: and 
« to aſſiſt your Majeſty in diſappointing and repelling all 


_ « ſuch enterprizes as may be formed not only againſt your 


e Kingdoms, but alſo againſt any other LA your dominiuns, 
« although not belonging to the crown of GREAT BRITAIN Wy 


in caſe they ſhould be attacked on account of the pa 


* which your Majeſty: has taken for maintaining Fs! : 
<< effential intereſt of yeur kingdoms.” . 


„ Houſe of Commons, in like manner, addreſſed © his 4 
: Mi jeſty in theſe words: We beg leave to aſſure 


66 Ma jeſty, that your dutiful and faithful Commons vil 


6 3 and chearfully ſupport your Majeſty, in al! 


"0 4 wiſe and neceſſary meaſures and engagements, as 


our Majeſty may have taken, to vindicate the guſt, 


6c 4 and poſſeſſions of your crown, and to guard againſt 
e any attempt which France may make, on account of 
_ « your Majeſty's not having ſubmitted to her unjuſtißable 
c encroachments ; and that we think ourſelves bound in 
juſtice and gratitude to aſſiſt your Majeſty againſt inſults 
and attacks, that may be made upon any of your Ma- 


4 jeſty's Jominions, though not belonging to the crown of 


© Great Britain, in reſentment of the part your Majeſty | 
has taken in a cauſe wherein the intereſts of this kingdom 
I» are immediately and ſo eſſentially concerned.” 
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15 rate. e ſhip names. fi men. 
8 fl. eee 10 70 iſt December 1 7 5 5. 


6 Greybound, N 160 


" i 
* * 


. 
nn 


II. 
* 
: 2 


. ff 4 
Kwan int the, deſigns of France 5 the 
9 dominions i in-the Mediterranean. 


A 1187 of all his Maj jeſty's /bips of war. or 
| fquaarons of ſuch ſhips as were equipped 


and made _ for Wa in the month. pr 
„ 175 5x | 


; en — 7 ready for a. 2 


| 3 Newark, 80 620 4th. 
6 Unicorn, + 6 24 160 5th.” 
11 e 12 12 100 6th. 
1 44 250 Sch. 
6 „ 160 10th... 
l. Frrret, 10 14 100 12th. 
ll. Savage, 8 10 70 12th. 
1 Granado, 10 14 100 13tb. 
l. Naſp, 8 10 70 aiſt. 
fl. Ranger, 8 10 70 24th. 
fl. Scorpion, 10 14 80 25th. 
6 Squirrel, 24 160 28th. 
8 4 St. Albans, 60 420 SOL, 
4 Dreadnought, 60 415 3oth. 
"90+ 


#4. 


fr). 


'A LIST of fach! ſhips named in the fore- 
going liſt as were ordered to be formed 
into, or to reinforce particular ſquadrons 
within the month of December, 1755. 


rate. ſhips names. guns, men. deſtination. 


Ordered 5th Dec. 1 - 5 5 
to reinforce the ſqua- 
dron at the W 
bands * LY 9 


© - HE monthly IB 4 the rats. 3 an 
abſtract of the diſpoſition of the ſhips, * 
Sc. in ſea pay, for the month of December 


955 755. 


1 * ; 


of 


| . * 280- 


„ rate. mie 
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yatchs 5 
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| fhips 
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1 N 
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© General 


'P 103 1 

7,77. ene, aps, men. 
3 1510 

7 4890 


F © 4690 
General abſtract, 36 29 4380 
| | [floopsz7 3000 


— SK. 


1 5 | arm. v. 4 320 
; 7 | fire ſh.2 100 
yatchs 5 210 


. 2 


Tur firſt advices in the new year (4756) 


relating to the armament at Towſon, received by 


Lord Holderneſs, relate, that they 120 got the 
twelve ſhips of the line, and four frigates into 
Toulon road: that they effected to make believe 


this ſquadron was e to attempt to join 


that at Breſt: but that the ſmall quantity of pro- 
 wi/cons ordered for their uſe, made it more ra- 
tional to ſuppoſe it was not to paſs through the 


Streigbis: that they had launched a ſeventy gun 
ip lately, had one of 30 guns on the ſtocks, 


were buſy on four more large ſhips, which 


were 1 be finiſhed with all expedition. 


Tens diligence was ſomewhat invaſitlated 
Ty." letters of the 6th and the 12th of E fame 


£ : Of January 305 17 56. 
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5 [ 104 
month, the former of which contradicted the 


failing of the Toulon ſquadron, and in go 


terms declared that it could not be got ready to 
fail ſo ſoon as was pretended. They at laſt limited 


the time of its failing to the month of February; 


and informed that the command of the expedi- 


tion, for which it was equipping. had been Wren 


to the Duke of Ricbelieu nay 


Tux Earl of Briſtol informs Mr. Fax - that 


repeated orders had been ſent to Toulon to 3 


and to arm, with the utmoſt expedition, five ſhips 
of the line to fail forthwith with ve frigates 


already equipped. But that ſailors were ſo ſcarce 


that they had . preſſed boys and old men, and 
hired not only artificers but ſervants to make up 


the complements of their crews. And on the 


31ſt, which was received by the ſame packet, 


bis Lordſhip further diminiſhed the ſtrength of 


the Toulon armaments, by obſerving that they 


went on ſlowly; and that the delay was occa- 
ſioned by a want of money, artillery, and timber 


for building, &c. acl 


u Who, as Lord Briſtol wrote to Mr. Fox from Turin, 


was to receive forty battalions from the interior provinces 

of France. See his letter dated January 24th, received 
February 24th. | | 2 

» From Turin, dated ary 24th. 


* Beſides, ſays he, moſt of the manufacturers in hs 


ſouth provinces of France are at a ſtand, no ſhips venture 
cout: trade is declining : merchants are breaking : no vent 
for goods which are petiſhing | in ebay warchoules, 8 


5 Þ 


Bur 


les! 


Bur twenty days before this lame account 
Ps 3, at the Secretary's office, Mr. Fox received 


certain informations from Conſul Birtles, 


* that after many orders and counter- orders for 
<« equipping the fleet at Tow/on,. a poſitive com- 
© mand was received by the Intendant to get all 


the ſhips, fit for the ſea, ready as ſoon as 


ce poſſible : that five frigates were ready to fail ; 


e that the Dukes Richelieu and Mirepoix were 


< nominated to command in Provence, and that 
ce it was whiſpered, they intended to make a 
e deſcent from Toulon with a body of troops to 


e ſurprize the iſland of Minorca + that no em- 

e bargo had yet been laid to detain veſſels for 

« tranſports ; but that the department of Mar- 
e ſeilles had received orders to furniſh 1500 
* ſeamen for the ſquadron, and that all other 


ce maritime places on that coaſt had directions 


« to furniſh a number of ſeamen proportionable 

* to their trade.” And then very judiciouſly and 

| honeſtly obſerves, that the orders and counter 
orders which had been given from time to time 

about the Toulon fleet had been with a view to 
make the neceſſary preparations to carry the Plan be 


| into execution with the greater fſecreſy. 


Ini his advices of the 26th, the ann repeats 
his apprehenſions of the French ſcheme of ſur- 7 
prizing the iſland of Minorca ; and further adds, 

7 he had been told by ſome, who had 7he be 


F / Dated Genoa, Jamary I 7th, received February 0, 
Ee 3 in- 
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« intelli gence from France, that, letters received 
te three days before, ſixty battalions were ordered 
c to march into Provence, to be commanded by 
* the Duke de Richelieu: that between ſixty 
« and ſeventy veſſels had been embargoed for 
* tranſports: that they continued to ſend to 
4 Toulon all ſailors, as faſt as they arrived in 
_ © other ports; and that the five frigates then in 

ee the road were victualled for three months. 


' Even Mr. Villettes on January 19th writes, 
«Tt is very certain that orders have been re- 
te ceived at Toulon to fit out twelve ſhips of the 
ce ſine, and to arm them; and that the two firſt 
* equipped were to join the foe frigates, above- 
© mentioned.” He afterwards confeſſes that all 
his intelligences confirmed the great diligence 
uſed at Marſeilles, and the other neighbouring 

Porr for manning the Toulon {quadron*. Ok: 4 


_ the 28th of January Mr. Fux received 5 

from Lieutenant- General Thule the following 
liſt of the French maritime force; and his ac- 
count of the French armament at Ti aun. 


— 


_ 2 Dated 3 Nee att, 8 00 by Mr. Fox, 
February 24th. Though, by his letters of the 8th of 
January, he aſſured Mr. Far that the fame remiſneſs and 


fuſpence, which he had mentioned before, ſtill ſubſiſted with 


regard to the naval armaments in the ſonth of France, and 
gave it as his opinion, that the late calamities, with which 
the upper part of Provence had been afflicted ys would 
Influence and flacken their Preparations, | OS 


Foſs 


0 Five ges belides getting ready,” 


„ 
1 f Le Foudroyant, for Admiral, 80 guns, i. 


rier, Redoubtable, Temeraire, Couronne, 
Lecture of 74 guns. 
L' Achille, Lion, Valliant, Hercule, Conſtant, 
_—_— Triton; of 64 guns; Tier of 50 guns. 
. La Junon of 50 guns; Roſe, Gracteux, Royale, 
NMinerve, Oiſtau, of 30 guns; Nymphe, of 
20 guns; Topaz, of 24 guns. 

yg fireſhips, four xebecks, four bombs, 


_ fourteen galleys, of which only four in 


wy condition. 
One bark of 24 guns, having no maſts. 


Le Ferme, of 90 guns, fitted to ſerve as a fort 
in the middle of Toulon road. 


: Ken on the ſtocks, of 80 guns; ; L'Orſee, 
now launched, of 64 guns; L'Oriflamme, 


of 50 guns, at ſea; La Fumeme, of 36 


_ guns, on the ſtocks far advanced; two 
_ frigates of 30 guns, keels only, having no 


; timber to proceed. 


I ̃0 ſail by firſt orders, TY 
12 12 ſhips of the line of Toulon, I commanded. by 


8 ditto, of Bre, Chevalier du n. 


ot Breſt ſeven ſhips of war on ſtocks. 

Number of guns at Toulon 16 361 prove 
of 18, 24, and 36 pounders. 
: For fortifications of 1 town and Po (5 4 


; Remain for the marine, 
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The general then continues and writes, “ It 
e appears they work with great diligence and 
e diſpatch, employing 6000 men: yet all con- 
ce noiſſieurs agree that they will not be able 
te before February or March, to ſend out either 
the twelve men of war or five frigates, having 
ce no guns on board either one or the other.” 

However he allows that the arſenal at Toulon 
was indifferently well furniſhed with ſtores, 

except wood; and that two Tartans had lately 
arrived with timber from the coaſts of Romagna 


and the kingdom of Naples. He mentions a 


report of 4000 ſeamen to be furniſhed by the 
| Genoefe, but thinks it improbable : aſſures there 
has been a great want of money to pay the 
workmen; but that there had arrived at Toulon 
$00,000 J. and that the trading part of Mar- 
ſeilles were obliged to advance 40,000 /. weekly 
to keep them on: and concludes thus; © Sir, 
& this is genuine, and truly the real 2 of 

8 affairs. | 


Tux Lords of the Atniralty received alſo an 


account of the ſtate of the French marine ac- 


tually armed and We on the 20th of Far: 4 
ary 17 56, VIS. 


At Breſt 2 of 80, 1 of * 74, 2of 7 70, 3 of 64, 
3 of 50, 1 of 34, 8 of 30, 4 of 24, in 117 
At Rochfort 2 of 74, 1 of 79, 3 of 64, 7ot 30, 13 
At Toulon x of 80, 3 of 74, 7 of Ws refer iß 
4 of 30, 2 of 24, in all 0 
At Havre 2 hats . bl SM TY. 
my. 0 Total 5 


400 1 


Whereby i it appears that the armament at Toulon - 
was actually expediting to fail early in the 


Spring: that it was not intended to paſs the 
Streigbis; that it was to convoy an army to 
make a deſcent, probably on Minorca ; and 
that every method for manning the ſhips of war, 


and tranſporting the land forces, was daily put 


in execution, which indicated a ſudden deter- 


mination of the great ſtroke ſo long and ſo often 
threatened againſt ſome part of the Oy do- | 


minions. 


Is the mean time, letters from the Hague to 
Lord Holderneſs, of the 2d of January, brought 
| freſh advices of an intended deſcent to be made 
early this year on England, or of an invaſion of 
5 Hanover, by the French; and that, with this 

view, they were providing a en number of hy 


flat-bottomed boats. 


Tur dener faid *, » that the plan for invad- 
ing Great Britain was propoſed by M. de Belle- 
ie, who offered to undertake the execution 
thereof; but that he had been violently oppoſed 
therein by M. Seychelles, The Marſhal's plan 


was not to attack any of the powers on the 


Continent, and particularly to leave Hanover 


quiet: but at the ſame time to aſſemble three 
large armies on the frontiers of Aſace, Flanders, 
and Languedoc, in order to OP the powers in 


22M Received on the 6th. | | 
2 Dated Re; Jy. 20th received Puruar ; I, 
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Europe in awe and ſuſpence. Then lertoully 
to attempt an ĩnvafion of Great Britain or Ire- 
land, ot of both; by getting together as many 
veſſels as poſſible in dieren ports, with every 
thing neceſſary for an embarkation. And he 
further adviſed the French King, not to ſend 
out any large ſquadrons of men of war, but 
only ſome light cruiſers to cover the arrival and 
departure of their tranſports ; to give notice of 
the motions of the Engliſb, and to carry ſupplies 
to their colonies; however at Bref he thought 
it neceſſary to have a very large fleet ready to 


give umbrage to the Engli ſh, and to ſerve as 
occafion ſhould require. aps 


Tuls was Belleifle's plan; which; our corre- 
Gnas confeſſed was not to every body s taſte : 
but notwithſtanding, ſays he, it appears, as if 
ſome part of it was already adopted, by the 
' motions of the French towards the frontiers on 
all fides, and particularly to the ſea coaſt of the 
ocean, where M. Belleifle and the Prince de 
Soubiſe were beginning to make their circuit; 

being daily expected at Dunkirk, and 8 8 
thence to proceed along the coaſt. 


Arx the ſame office there arrived advice that 3 

i $0,000 men were reported to be marching: from 
the inland places towards the coaſt, and that 
they were to be quartered by brigades: from 
| Dunkirk to Senlis : alſo that Perrier 8 * 


© January 3d, at Lord Hollerneſ 5 office, WO 
__ 


bo” 


9 


Fm} 1 5 


was beginning to get into the road of Breßt but 7 


that there were, . as yet, no diſpoſitions. *© made i in 


the —_ of the ocean for an embarkation. | 


LoRD Briſtol writes Gat T: urin, that 1 40 


battalions were aſſigned to march under the 
command of Marſhal Belleifle. And M. Y:llettes 
from Bern, that orders had been ſent. to the 
Frevab ports on the ocean, particularly to Breſt 
and Rochfort, for fitting out all their na val force, 
and for aſſembling ſeven or eight hundred flat. 
bottomed veſſels : for, ſays he, 1 — invaſion of 
England will be an eaſy matter after the junction 
of "the French ſquadrons from Toulon: at he : 
to cover the Ne of their n 


vor vice Admiral Oſborne, by letters.of the 
: 6th of this month, informs the ants that 
Mr. Jaſepl. Cockburn of the Hunter Sway 
: n ventured into Breſt water in his row- 


Letters of the ſame date in the ſaid office ad that 
the Courageux, the Amphion, and two other ſhips of the 


line, and two frigates, were in the road waiting for the 


Prudent and three frigates. from Rochfort, which being 
joined, M. Perrier would fail very ſpeedily. 


| © Other advices of the ſame date, and to the ſame == 
mention that it was confidently reported, that eighteen out 


of forty-one ſhips at Boulogne were fitting : which, with 


_ orders concerning  privateers, ſhewed that they had ſame-. 


thing in view. Letters of the 12th inform that four men 


of war, three frigates, and three pinks were building after 
a new method, at port / Orient, to be ready in eight 


months : and that fix frigates were building at Nantes. we 
N See hi is letters dated "gt ; and 79 
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boat, could ſee only nine men of war, five of 


which were as big as 'the Princeſſa, two of 50 


guns, and two ſmaller, and ſix fail of large 
merchant ſhips, in that harbour. 


* 


M n Wong the French affected 
to talk of, and to threaten 1 us with, an invaſion, 


to be headed by the Pretender, and ſchemed 
* Belleiſſe, All perſons of 


judgment (ſays e. intelligent correſpon- 


dent with Lord Holder neſi s office, dated 7a 
nuary 21ſt) © agreed that it was attended with 
9 . ee difficulties, and was only intended 
arm and diſtreſs us.” Which, in part, was 
confirmed by the reſolution. of the French 


cc 70 


court, at this time, to ſend troops to Canada * ; 


which, and not a fleet of flat-bottomed 10 


for tranſports to this iſland, were- TY * 
the — . at Brel. E-” 


80 that i in fact, there was neither power, nor 


means, nor indeed the appearance of an em- 
barkation ſufficient to alarm England with an 


invaſion hitherto. Yet it will be ſeen by the 
_ diſpoſition of our fleets within this month, that 
the | miniſtry . provided againſt the equipments 
made by the French in the ports of the ocean, 


and did nothing for the e of Alina and 


1 braltar. 


ee January 31ſt, in Lord Holderneſs's office. | 
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A LIST: of all. hls Majeſty's /bzps of war, or 


- Jquadrons of ſuch ſhips as were. equipped 
and made ready for ſea, within the month 


of January 1756 6. 


| rate. ſhips names, us: men. 
3 Captain, ke: 480 
6 Lyme, 24 160 
3 Somerſet, "7" $20 
„ Edward, 44 250 


11. Raven, 10 14 100 


3 Chicbeſter, 70 520 1 
3 Yarmouth, 70 520 
3 Northumberland? O 120 


3 Eamburgh, 70 480 
3 Monmouth, 70 480 


6 Arundel, 24 140 
AJ Vanguard, 70 520 


3 "Buckingham, 70 535 


4 Windſor, 60 400 
6 Port Mabon, 24 160 

ſl. Hazard, 8 10 70 
6 Queenborough, 24 160 


3 Monarch, 74 750 


4 Medway, 60 420 


4 Hir Firebrand, 8 8 55 


14 Neucaſtle, 50 350 
fl. Diſpatch, 10 14 100 
Ml. Cruiſer, 8 10 70 
6 Seaford, 24 160 


* 4 n bo 400 


"when meds a for bea. 
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5th. 
8th. 


th. 


* bw 


1 
14th. 
15th,” 
15th. 
1th. 
1 5th. 
16th. 
17th. 


17th. 


22d. 
22d. 
Ac 
2 Ath. Y 
24th. 
24th. 
260th. 


26tb. 


27th. 
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A A LIST of ſuch of the ſhips named! in the fore- 
going "liſt" as were ordered to be formed 
into, or to" reinforce particular Squadrons | 
within the month of January 1756. 


# 1 ö 
& #FL'1$ 


4 Dreadnought, - 0 


3 Somerſet, 70 
3 Buckingham, 70 
3 Swyftfure, 70 
3 Yarmouth, 70 
43, Chicheſter, 70 5 
3 Lancaſter, 66 


4 5 Romney, 44 


rate. ie names. . men. 


(RearAdmiralTpwnſend | 
| was ordered the 6th of 
a Jan. 1756 to proceed 


deſtination. 1 


1 


141 54 in her to Jamaica, to 


540? 
520 - 
$203, 
20 


520 Ordered 3 


280 


ou, . 


relieve Mr. Cotes in the 
command of a ſqua- 
aon d there. 


BK 


'y 


Vanguard, 70 520 | to proceed to the weſt- 

y 3 Northumberland, 70 520.) ward: under the com- 

3 Elizabeth, 70 480 mand of Vice ee 

3 Monmouth, 70 480 ee wo 0 
4 Windſor, 60 4001 N 
4 Antelope, 50 3000 0 


6 Unicorn, 24 r 
2 Ferret, 10 14 f. 


n gee the "Ws nag pe this lid, i. in FW We month 


of September, e ä and D -cember. 


r K 


A monthly : 


Eaſt Indies, 


3 
= i 
Plantations, "4 

5 
1 


Cruiſers and * | 


( 15 1 


"Mb e if of the Admiralty, giving an 
_ abſtract of the diſpoſition of the ſhips, 


c. in ſea Pay, for the month of Jabhary 


. 


rate. ſhips. men! 


1 * — 4 


Mediterranean, 2 200 46 


off Bret 
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rate, ſhips. men. * 


er ment z 26 
Refitting under 50 10 4 Ig 7285 
Fitting Hin 11 1 5 1 
Harbour ſervice 2 6 


At home, fire ſn. 2 100 
Ne BS” | yatchs 5 210 


i 29 30396 


3 
35 
© Þ 
© 
=) 
8 
S. 
1 
N 
Md 
+ 
Ga 
CO 
O 


farm. v. E 320 

08 1 eon! 100 
> 83 715 I vatchs 5 210 

377 


— m_ > - 176) 49596 
—_  - Tur monk of February increlldet" our light 
1 into the armament at Toulon. For, letters of 
= mn Ag xth, arrived at the ac from Mar- 


V0 the 25th February. 
—_ ww YT fille, 


P h ⁰·11¹¹¹¹AaAA! AD. ED. Rn I oo oo 


Pd 
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 feilles, with. 1 that they were very hard at 


work on the twelve ſhips at Toulon; that” eight 
more were ordered to be fitted for ſea; that 


preparations were making to embark 2 5,000 


men, with a train of artillery, and that it was, 


according to the general * e unn 


Minorca. 


Letras 4 the oY from the ans cocks 


confirmed this report, adding, that the ſhips 


were hove down, and that they were to convoy 
forty battalions. Conſul Birtles writes alfo 
from Genoa, that they wrought with ſuch diſ- 


patch, that they would be ready to put to ſea 


by the middle of March in two ſquadrons *; one 


for America; the other againſt Minorca. Capt. 
Edgecombe at Leghorn, aſſures their Lordſhips 


that the French fleet at Toulon was then fitting 
out in earneſt, and that it was — to be 
ended to burprize Minorca, 


Tux | advioce in Lord Holderneſs's office cor= 


roborated the premiſes. For, they wrote from 
the Hague, that 30,000 men were ordered to 
embark on the coaſt of Provence to make an 
attempt upon Minorca: which this correſpondent = 
obſerved was no very difficult undertaking : and 


another writes that this report might be very 


true conſidering the perſon from whom 1 it came. 


Received March 5 * 
k Or a ſham in order to \ divide the Engl fleets. | 
1 February roth, received on n the 14th 


"0" £5 : | SIR 
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Six Benjamin Keene, by letter to Mr. Fox, 
dated February. 24th, hath this remarkable 
ſentence :—* The uneaſineſs I feel comes from 
< the approach of an intended attack on his 
« Majeſty's dominions in the Mediterranean.— 
I mean the iſland of Mixoxc in particular: E 
e being forced to this idea by repeated accounts 
of numbers of troops aſſembled at Marſeilles, 
e and on the coaſts of the Mediterrancan, to be 
<-eafily tranſported in ſmall veſſels under the 
( convoy of r nee, _ oy to fail 
4 from Tabu 5 : 


2 


Tuts intelligence opined 4 much credit, that 
: Mr. Villettes, on the 2d of February, wrote from 
Bern, that orders had been publiſhed every 
where by ſound of trumpet for ſailors to repair 
to Toulon, even upon the coaſts of Rou/illon and 
Languedoc, to mann the ſhips ready; and that 
they continued to work on the 74elve ſhips with 
the ſame activity; but that he believed they had 
neither ſailors nor cannon enough to fit chem 


3 This 3 on he 14th of the fame month wrote 
to le Blakeney, in this form: *The great number 
5 of troops aſſembled in and about Marſeilles, and coaſts of 
the Mediterranean, ſeem to me too ſtrong indications of 
e the place they intend to attack. The facility, collection 
of ſmall veſſels and tranſports, and the readineſs, which 
great part of the Toulon ſquadron is in to fail, to protect 
and to co-operate with them, whilſt his Majeſty s ſqua- 
te dron in that ſea is ſo much inferior, give me the ſtrongeſt 
H apprebenſions, chat they ted to n ad — | 
1 1 Minorca. 


out. 


F 
out. However, by his next letters of the 4th 
of the ſame month, he allowed that they either 

by chance or connivance, ak a oo, may 


n fatlors. 


— Hs remarks that the thirty bat ien d 
bs - | to be marching into Provence were, 30,000 men, 
and that 18,000 loads of corn had. been pro- 
vided for their ſubſiſtence. He complains that 
the French court changed their opinions [he ſhould 
have faid gave their orders under ſuch diſs gue] 
that it was impoſſible to fix on any thing: but 
that it then ſeemed to him that five frigates - ; 
to ſail by themſelves, to be followed after by 
four hips of the line, and that erght others 
would fail afterwards. On the twenty-third he 
confirms the march of troops for Provence: 
mentions ninety carpenters arrived at Toulon | 
from Genoa; orders to take up. fourteen . eft- 9 
India merchant ſhips to be ſent to the ſaid port. 
vet this gentleman was unwilling to apply 
theſe preparations as intended againſt Minorca, 
He rather choſe to inſinuate that they were 
made to' intimidate the neighbouring powers, in 
order to facilitate an in alien or deſcent on | 
Great Britain or Ireland. Cs ed e 1 
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Consul Dick at 57 on che 16th of 
February gives advice of fifty or ſixty tranſports 
taken up for the troops in Provence; and con- 
_ cludes that the motions of the French threatened 
wy ſome dangerous enterprize. 7 Mad HS ace 
. 1 4 Lonb 


ox) £7 * 
: 8 4 
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Lol Be at 51 writes on the 2 it of 


=» Ne that repeated orders had been ſent 


to Toulon to haſten the workmen : that five 
frigates had been all ready ſome time, but were 
ordered not to fail till the twelve ſhips of the 
line ſhould be thoroughly equipped; that then 

they had orders to fail together, with 35,000 
men for Minorca: that it was the opinion of 
moſt intelligent people that they would be ready 
to put to ſea about the beginning of April; but 
that he could not believe they would all be 
completely equipped by that te: becauſe he 
had the fulleſt aſſurances, from thoſe who had 
been on the ſpot, that. there was not cannon 
ſufficient to equip the twelve ſhips of the line 
in the port of Toulon. However he allows that 
there did begin to appear ſome preparations for 
fitting a great number of tranſports and a train 
_ of artillery; and that a great number of work- 
men did daily paſs on. of Nice from Genoa | 


| to Te oulon * 4 


Cons Birtles at Geng mentions the hicing : 
of Genoeſe workmen, and that upon bis re- 
monſtrance againſt their entering into the ſervice 
: of France, c care had been taken to put a bps: to 


Received e on the Sth of March, Ns 
e dee his letters of the 21ſt of February, rebetved March 
8th, and 28th of February, received March 1 5th. Conſul 
Birtles fixes the train at twenty four 2225 of heavy canon, 4 

2 12,000 cannon balls, Sc. ST x g 

Shs RE 5 < that 
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that ſcheme. He likewiſe writes that the arma- 
ment of the fleet of five frigates and twelve ſhips 
of the line went on with great vigour, fo as to 
be ready for ſea by the middle of March : that 
an embargo was laid on all veſſels to carry the 
projects into execution: that every thing was 
getting ready for the embarkation of the troops 
and the train; and that it was talked there would 
he part of the embarkation diſpatched to Ame- 
rica, and the other againſt Minorca : which was 
generally believed ; though he would not Fr ä 
to athrm it poſitively. 


Bor what this wary gentleman wanted in 
pofitiveneſs, was amply ſupplied by the intelli- 
gence received from Captain Harvey of the 
| Phenix at Mahon, who, in his letters to the 

Admiralty, acquaints their Lordſhi ps that 2 5, ooo 

French were quartered on the coaſt of Provence; 

that twelve men of war would be ready within 
the month to ſail from Toulon with five frigates, 
and that it was publickly talked and believed in 
France, and other parts, that moſt certainly an 
5 embarkation Was intended againſt Minorca. L 


I» Dated "RON 7th, received March 6th. Mert d ay, 


the ſame gentleman wrote to Lieutenant General Fowtke, 


informing him with the ſame deſign againſt Minorca ; and 
declaring his belief of it. He acquainted him that there 
had been a council of war, and reſolutions taken to prepare 
for a defence: but adds, we can do nothing if you do not 

 Jpecdily ſend us ſome beef. And further, that the ron 5 

Was l in n di * 


1 Consul. 
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Consul Banks at Carthagena, having firſt 
adviſed that fix frigates had failed about the 
latter end of laſt month for the Levant; that 
conſiderable bodies of troops were in motion, 
merchant men taken up, and other diſpoſitions 
were making, which indicated an approaching 
embarkation, or ſome other great enterprize, 
under convoy of all the King's ſhips, to the 
number of twenty-ſix, fit to go to ſea; he 
concludes that a French report prevailed i in Spain 
that the aforeſaid ſquadron had put to ſea with 
tranſports having on board 20,000 men, to be 
landed on Minorca. 


GENIXRAL Blakeney himſelf was ſo convinced 
4 the truth of theſe concurring advices, that 
on the 1Gth of February, he wrote a letter * to 
Mr. Fox, in which he expreſſes himſelf in theſe 
terms :—* I can't be too early in acquainting 
you, Sir, that by different informations from 
France and Spain, there is great reaſon to 
e believe the French intend very ſhortly to make 
an attack upon this iſland, It is publickly 
© talked of at Marſeilles and Barcelona, and 
cc founded upon an order for 2 5,000 men to 
e march immediately to the ſea coaſt of Pro- 
e vence.— Large boats built at Toulon to contain 
e ſixty men each, and one twenty-four pounder: | 
« twelve fail of the line abſolutely ready to put 
* to ſea in this month; and five frigates ready 


February 2 5th, received March 17th. Capt. Edgecombe 8 
| on the 27th, received Marth 1 5th, confirms the fame. 
3 Dated e Febr oy roth, received March 6th. 


00 vic- — 
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65 victualled, and aid to be unger x. Glling, or- 
S 3 


« Ip conſequence I've called! a council 1 war; 
« produced the informations, which were con- 
0 firmed by a letter to the ſame rpoſe, di- 
© refted to Captain Harvey of 1 55 Phenix, 
« preſent commiſſion officer in this port. And | 
« we were unanimouſly of opinion, that con- 
„ fidering who theſe informations came from, 

ce and the reports every where about, which ; 
«ſeemed to tally with them, this iſland ought, 
© with the greateſt ſpeed, to be put in the beſt 
ec ſtate of defence it can; and I am accord- 


<-ingly applying myſelf to every meaſure I think 
for the ſafety and defence of this place. 
5 On the 6th bf Pelruary he wrote to Mr. Dick, Conſul 
at Leghorn, to furniſh him with 1000 barrels of beef with 
the greateſt diſpatch, not being able to gain a ſupply at 
Gibraltar. Lieutenant General Fowte excuſed himſelf in 
this manner: It is a ſatisfaction to hear that Capt. Lloyd 
of the Cheſterfield, with proviſions, was ſeen off Mahon, 
Capt. Beard is taking in further ſupplies ; and will, 
1 bond, be ſhortly with you. By two merchant ſhips OR 
from off the Ie of Wight, I hear, two ſquadrons of our 
6 fleet are ready, and expect to fail on the firſt or ſecond 
« of this month, having been detained by contrary winds. 
c And as the miniſtry mu/t be under ſome apprehenſio1 ons 
4% for you, J am perſuaded one of thoſe ſquadrons is intended 


for your protection and aſſiſtance, and am in daily hopes 


of its appearing.— We have here in the naval ſtores ſix 
months proviſions for 4000 men, and I propoſed ſending 
* about twenty tons in this veſſel, but, on conſulting with 
Capt. Beard, he declined giving an order for it; and as 
eto our garriſon, proviſions are unluckily too ſhort to ſpare 
"" any! 5 unleſs your neceſſity were greater than hope it is.?“ 


Tuus 


14 


Tuvs you find that there was s certain intelll 
gence of the activity with which the French 
pen reſumed the fitting out of their Toulon 
ſquadron: of a powerful army, a train of ar- 
tillery, and of tranſports for their embarkation : 
that they would be ready to put to ſea about the 
beginning of April at fartheſt: that it was 
generally believed to be deſigned againſt Minorca: 
and that this was the opinion of all correſpon- 
dents in France and Spain, and of the con- 
manders of Our ſhips and . in the Me- E 
diterranean. | 


enn the letters Hot the Highs ſeem 2 
to have worked more effectually on the Britiſb 
miniſtry, and almoſt to have driven the Toulon 
_ armament from their regard. They were full 
of the exceſſive preparations of all kinds making 
on the coaſt of the channel for an invaſon: as 
the marching of ſeveral regiments to Normandy 
and Britany; or order for forty battalions to 
quarter on the coaſts, and.to ſtore all the forti- 
fied places with ammunition and proviſions. 


| They further ſaid, that the court of France had 


In moſt parts approved Belleifle' s plan, which 
was to afſemble 100,000 men between Cher- 
 bourg and Dunkirk, in order to give equal un- 


eaſineſs to the fouth and weſt parts of England, 


and oblige rhem to ſeparate their forces; and to 
order twelve ſhips of the line, and twelve frigates 
0 be cdp at * to facilitate an embark- 


ation 


tw) 


ation of 600 fail of tranſports, each to carry 
100 men, to be piloted by ſmugglers of Kent, 
Suſſex, and Hampſhire, to three different at- 
tacks; two of which to be only feints, the real 
one to be in the weſt of England, and com- 
manded by the Marſhal in perſon. Who an- 
ſwered all the objections made to this plan by 
inſiſting, that it was feaſible in a freſh 


calm: becauſe, 5 in any of theſe caſes, the Engliſb 
fleet could not come to prevent their paſſage, ſo 
that the ſcheme was allowed to be practicable, 


e the formidable tort of England". a 


In the Bude office advices were received: 
that ſixteen frigates would be ready in a month 


at Breſ? for ſervice: that 100,000 men were 


marching down to the coaſts of France, and 
there were actually at Dunkirk one hundred and 


forty veſſels of different ſizes, twenty belonging 


to the Dutch not rigged, and four for privateers. 
They alſo mentioned a great convoy of ammu- 
' nition and proviſions ſent to Calais, and other 
* parations at Douay : p tha at M. e e was 


i see Letter a the 6th and roth of ie in Land 
Holderneſs s office from the Hague, one of which alſo re- 
| lated a project for tranſporting of as many troops as poſſible 
to America, and in order to facilitate thè ſame, to fit out 
a a great number of privateers, that by diſtreſſing the mer- 


chants, they might occaſion ſuch a diſperſion of the Britiſ 


navy, as might give the French men of war an ee 3 


to proceed for America with aq en 
* OOO) iſt and 2d. 


„ 
* * 


ſouth 
eaſterly wind, a dark night, a fog, or a ſtark 
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ex- 
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8 


February, Mr. 


1261 e 
expected at Dunkirk at the head of 135 bat- 


talions diſpoſed between that and Bayonne, and 
that an embarkation was talked of in a very 


raging manner; as alſo an army to march into 
the Low Countries." And further, that orders 


were arrived to ſend all the ſhips to Breſt as 
fitted, which was expected to be done by the 
Fourth of March; and that twelve ſhips, belong- 


ing to the Eaſt India 2 tes were taken bug 
= tranſports. REEL 


- Oruzn advices „to the ſaid office pave an 


account of preparations for a vaſt project to 


appear all at once: of bilanders preſſed at Liſſe, 
to carry ammunition to Dunkirk, Fc. of which 


three loaded with palliſadoes, were arrived at 
Dunkirk: of a number of troops aſſembling in 


Lower Normandy, and of a battalion of the 


. Toyal artillery at Boulogne, and of another at 
Havre, deſtined for embarkation, beſides a large 
quantity of warlike ſtores filing off from Doway, 

Kc. and of a report that there would be col- 


lected in the ports of Britany and Nor mandy, 


about 600 flat-bottomed boats to be made uſe of 
for a deſcent; and that the Pretender kept near 


at hand, had been at Verſailles ſome time, ae 5 


5 "Of the 6th, g "i; at, 20th, 25th, and 5 of . 
arnham alſo on the 10th informs Mr. 
Amyand, that great warlike preparations were daily making, 


and that a ſurpriſing quantity of gunpowder had been 
brought to Calais in thirty flat-bottomed boats, and that 8 
more was coming by way of their canals, 


| ex- : 


Wo . 
expected to be joined by numbers at his land- 


ing. 


Tux alſo remarked that the train of artillery 
was large, conſiſted of mortars, bombs, and all 
materials for forming a ſiege; throwing up en- 
trenchments, and fortifying a camp: that a 
number of waggons had been provided: that 
Havre and Breſt were the ports to aſſemble and 
embark ; and that from ſome particular circum- 
ſtances it might be concluded, that the French 
miniſtry was determined to execute Beller/le's 
plan, though they were certain to loſe all the 
veſſels ſent and riſque their whole kingdom: 
but that they hoped by their number of Soals, 
and ſuperiority of fire from. the heavy cannon 
they were to carry, they might form a. ſafe 
_ paſſage, notwithſtanding they ſhould meet with 
%%% ˙ 7 Eh en dragon 


February 24th. Thx letters to the ſaid office 
informed that the French were reſolved to in- 
vade, and even to ſacrifice half of their kingdom 
to be revenged ; that the preparations of offence 
and defence were immenſe, and the train of 
artillery was prodigious : that they threatened, 
In caſe they could land their whole force, to 
march directly to London: but that ſome engi- 
| _Neers were of opinion, and the battering train, 
and the ſhips ordered to aſſemble at Breſt and 


x Advices in Lord Holderneſs's office, Feb, 7th, 1756. 
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N bubu, confirmed that it was intended firſt to 
ſecure Portſmouth *. . 


Sin Benjamin "RY writes: to Mr. Fox his 
chars on this invaſion in the fame letter by 
which he informed him of the deſign againſt 
Minorca: From the number of troops, ſays 
he, « afſembled on the French coaſts, that are 
4 neareſt to his Majeſty's dominions; the ex, 
© tenſive command and active inveterate ſpirit | 
© of Marſhal Bellei/le : his diſcourſes, when a 
te priſoner, that with a regiment of Grefins he 
ec would undertake to march from one end of 
England to the other; and from the naval 
© preparations at Bre/? to co-operate with the 
< troops, it is evident that it is the reſolution of 


e the court of Verſailles to attempt a deſcent on 


_ © Great Britain. The expence is made. They 
e have not troops to cope with us at ſea: and 
< the great and falutary meaſures taken by his 
_ « Majeſty by his preventive treaties, -have left 
no door open, nor even a poſſibility of em- 
_ © ploying their formidable army on the Con- 

« tinent. This therefore is the only means left 
e them for pouring forth their wrath againſt us. 

9 And what will they loſe but men? whom 


„ Other letters of the 2 5th PWR no doubt the Frinch 
118 is /erioufly reſolved to invade England. Agreeable to 


5 this advice the Admiralty the ſame day was informed, that 


a maſter of a veſſel belonging to Rotterdam, who had left 
Caen on the 20th, reported that troops were cantoned about 
Cape Barfleur, to be in eee to iatade te Cad 


dominions. 5 


—. 
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te they can u ſpare, in caſe they ſhould be 
a . in their attempt.” 


Fier if we attend to the following intelli⸗ 
gence, it will be found that all theſe prepara- 
tions were no other than feints, on the part of 
 Frante; and that Sir Benjamins ſpeculations 
and terrors, about an invaſion of Great Britain, 
were ſufficient to weigh with the Britiſh mini- 
ſtry, ſo as to confine their armaments entirely to 
home ſervice. For, the leaſt attention to the 
nature of all theſe intelligences, concerning an 
Invaſion, will find that there was not near the 
Same certainty of a reſolution to make a deſcent 
on Great Britain, as there was on Menorca, 


Tur adviow of the 6th of Fubruary, which 
Wee that ſome imagined a deſcent would 
actually take place, delivered it as the more 
probable opinion, that the French only made a 
| ſhew of a deſcent to alarm, and to make England 
more watchful of their own coaſts, while mw 
traxſperied troops to AMERICA, 


Tux bugbear of three ſquadrons firing out 
at Breſt was known on the firſt of February, to 
amount to no more than a ſquadron under M. 
Perrier to fail to St. Domingo; another under 
M. Beaufremont, to guard the coaſts; and the b 
third under M. Conflans, to protect their colonies. 
So that nothing could be f ared trom the naval 
power of France in the channel. 


* Lord Holdernſs $ office, February it, T7 56. 
4 Tas 


5 1 J. 
* very — "of claoying 100,000 
troops in an expedition of this Kind, might have 
convinced that it was not ſerious ; ſuch a nume- 
rous army ſtanding in need of more veſſels and 
1 ey wg than the Singin of France could 


» Wis. : %# ©. 4 


2 65 1 151 is believed, Figs one * „ that their motion = 
et the ſea coaſt is nothing but an affected parade 
Aol marches and counter-marches :” or, as an- 
other of the ſame date, An army to ſkreen 
E their own coaſts from a deſcent, and to inti- 
"00: midate England.” 


ON the bth of 3 it was aſſured, that 5 
heither armament, nor embarkation was ordered. 
Mr Barnbam: himſelf writes to Mr. Amyand, 
omthe 28th; that he had learned the ſame day 
from Calais, that the troops ordered from the 
interior parts of France to the fea coaſts had 
received counter- orders: and that every thing 
for the preſent, ſeemed very quiet at Calais. 

And the Lords of the Admiralty were informed 
by letters of the 24th, that Capt. Mpitævell of 
the Roebuck, had looked into the port of Havre, 
and alſo examined the crews of two Spaniſh 
ſnows from thence; and that from what he 
3 £could ſee and learn, ede were neither troops 

| nor veſſels of any ſort collecting in that F 


A February iſt, in "Pa Holderneſv O office. 
, * Ditto, and letters of the ran ditto. 5 


V 
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that all reports of ſuch armaments were falſe, 
and that, including two frigates on the ſtocks 
ready to be launched, and two others of 30 and 
40 guns ſent from Breſt a few days before to be 


refitted, there were in that port no more than 


fourteen or ſixteen fail of ſhipping. 


Is it not, therefore, very extraordinary that 
bis Majeſty was adviſed to ſend. a meſſage to 
the Houſe of Lords, on the 23d of this month, 
ſignifying, © That he had received repeated 
* advices from different places and perſons, that 
* a defign had been formed by the French court 
© to make an hoſtile invaſion upon Great Bri- 
< Zain or Ireland; and that the great preparations 
of land forces, ſhips, artillery, and warlike 
© ſtores, were then notoriouſly making in the 
© ports of France, oppoſite to the Britiſb coaſts, 
left little room to doubt of the reality of ſach 
a defign: that he had not only augmented 
© his forces by ſea and land, to put is kingdoms 
< into a poſture of defence; but that he had 
ordered tranſports to bring over hither a body 
of Heſſian troops, in order further to ſtrengthen 
& himſelf.” Without taking the leaſt notice of 
the advices concerning the hoſtile invaſion of 
Minorca ; repeated with greater certainty, and 
from perſons of greater credit than a Dutch 
ſkipper; or of any meaſures taken by his mi- 
niſtry for its defence. 
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II is true there appears an order in the War 
. dated the 3d of February, for all the 


abſent officers from Minorca, except Genera! 


Hue, to repair to their poſts. But there was no 
paaſſage provided for them till the ſixth of April, 


when they failed with Admiral Byng. And not 


a ſhip ſent to the Mediterrancan, as you will XZ 


ſee by the following liſts . 


| A LIST of all his Majeſty's ſhips or wks 
of ſuch ſhips as were equipped and made 
ready for the ſea within the month of 


February 1756. 


rate. ſhips names. guns. men. 


fl. Swift, 8 10 70 
fl. Swan, 10 14 100 


fl. Happy, 8 10 70 « 
fl. Ranger, 8 10 70 
4 Hampſhire, 50 300 7 
5 Roebuck, 44 220 
. 6 Squirrel, 24 160 1 
4 Intrepid, 64 480 
. 60 420 
6 Winchel Ia; 24 160 1 

6 Sheerneſs,, 24 160 
l. Saltaſb, 10 14 100 1 
fl. Vaſp, 8 10 70 
fl. Peggy, 8 10 70 1 
2 Ramillies, 90 750 1 


when made ready for ſea. 


3d February 1756. 


© See the former parts of theſe liſts in the months of 
$ 8 Ogober, November, December, and January, 


3 Terrible, 


1 


rate. ſhips names. guns. men. when made ready for ſea. 
3 Terrible, 70 615 19th February 1756. 
Ml. Swallow, 14 14 100 20th. 
3 Cambridge, 80 650 21ſt. 
fl. Hound, 10 14 100 21ſt. 
3 Torbay, 74 700 25th. 
3 Galhala, 74 600 25th. 
3 Orford, 70 520 25th. 
3 Revenge, 70 480 25th, 
4 Rocheſter, 50 350 25th. 
3 Iþſwich, 70 480 26th. 
4 Dunkirk, 60 420 26th. 
5 Ludlewcaftle,44 250 26th. 
M. Bonnetta, 10 14 80 27th. 
— ' - $0350 25m, 
I Ambuſcade, 44 250 28th, 
6 Line, e 198 


A LIST of fich ſhips named in the foregoing 7 


lift as were ordered to be formed into, or 


to reinforce particular ſquadrons within the 


month of Tm 17 5 6. 


rate. fhips n names. guns, men. ne deſtination. 
\ Ordered 17th 1756 to 
5 1 the Hamp- 
4 Captain, 70 * acCOmpany f 
3 Edinturgh, 70 480 hireand outwardbound 


4 Medway, 60 420 
+ Neucaſtle, 50 350 


1 USpithead. os 


4 Eaſt India ſhips 100 
leagues into the ſea, 
and then to return to 


Kz 28 


_— AE BEEN 4 
n 0 


8 — — 
e 1 
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rate. ſhips' names, guns, men. deſtination. / 


. The Admiralty intimen 

that ſix ſail of French men 

| of war had failed from Brei, 
ordered Sir Edward Hawke 

* St. George, 90 75 ? | on the 27th of February to 
3 Monar ch, 74 715 put to ſca immediately with 

3 Or ford, 72 $20 | this ſquadron ; but he was 


3 Culloden, 74 boo detained till the 12th of 


March by contrary winds : 
: Northumb erland 70 520 | on which day he failed with 


Captain, 70 480, 2 the Eaf India ſhips to con- 
3 Edinburgh, 178 480 voy 150 leagues weſtward 
4 York, | 60 420 | of Uſhant. He was then or- 


T*- | dered to return to Cape Or- 
4 Dunkir h, bo 420 | tugal, and cruiſe in the bay 


4 Medway, 60 420 to prevent French ſhips put- 
4 Neucaſtle, 50 350 ting to fea from Bre/? or 


f. S bs, Rochfort, or to intercept the 
wan, 10 14 100 forefaid French ſquadron; 


which his inſtructions di- 
rected to be the principal 
N of his attention. 


A monthly li % of the Admiralty, giving an 
ThE of the diſpoſition of the ſhips, 


Sc. in ſea pay, for the den of February 


1756, 8 8 
rate. | OY of men. | 

FR 5 

; . 2 000 

_ am 5 1 


rin. 


1435 J 


rate. ſhips. men. 


Plantations, f 3 3 516 


1 60 4 
Mediterranean, 2 Fo 4 
F 8 


Convoys and Cruiſers, | 2 5 1 


"Ih 
f Vice Adm. . 5 N 1 7 + 
Oſkorne, bp 3 oo] 3  * 


Vice Admiral } 5 
Smith, Downs 


1 Nas ; py 1920 
13 ũ¾᷑ 8 
62 oo 14005 | 
1 - 1510 
2 7 4890 
1 9305 
. 6770 
N e 1030 
F 1 950 
| | loops * 350 
Ifreſh. 2 100 
| yachts 5 
thoſlh,3 -- 100 
. 25266 
K 4 General 


rate. ſhips. men 

ET”, I;10 

| 2 7 429 

„„ 
4 42 14870 
3 1 3120 
General abſtract, £0. : 40 4540 
e | floops38 3080 
arm. V.4 320 

| fire ſh. 2 „ 

| yatchs 5 0 

hol. f.. 3 = 101 


. 


Tux time of action drawing BE and no 
preparations of a fleet, nor army made by the 
Erngliſb, to oppoſe the grand enterprize under- 

taken at Toulon; the Duke of Richelieu, at Lyons, 


on the road to take the command of the em- 


barkation, openly declared its deſtination was 
againſt Minorca and to beſiege Mabon ; of which 
M. Villettes did not fail to give advice 


Tuls ſame gentleman alſo, within the courſe 


of this month, tranſmitted ſuch other advices, 
as might be ſufficient to put the Marſhal's de- 
claration out of all doubt. For his letters of 
the firſt relate, that the whole marine at Mar- 
Feilles was in motion: that beſides the Weſt India 
mhips 1 in laſt month's account, e others, 1 ay; 


Ns Dated ern March 13. E 
* burthen 
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the preſs for ſeamen was very briſk : that zroops, 
artillery, bombs, powder, &c. were continually 
arriving in that neighbourhood : and that, as 


they were carrying on an armament in the 


neighbouring provinces of Spain, with greater 


activity, he did not doubt but the two courts had 


| Minorca and Gibraltar 1 in view . 


He particularly obſerved that Gallafloniere 


was arrived to command the fleet: that ſeven 


| ſhips of the line and five frigates were actually | 
in the road ': that they were ſhipping 6000 


bombs, 30,000 weight of biſcuit ® : that 7welve 
ſhips of the line and five frigates would be ready 


to fail by the beginning of April“: that four 
gallies, four xebecks, and ſeven or eight other 
veſſels, fit for ſuch a ſervice, were ordered to 
attend the fleet, and to carry the ammunition, 


amongſt which he numbers 2 the land ſervice 
2 500 oxen, 6000 rations of hay, 6000 faſcines, 


1000 barrels of gunpowder, 12 cannon of 36 


9 8 << In theſe circumſtances, it will be very 

difficult for the Engliſb to prevent their being taken; 
particularly Mahon, which is not ſtrong on the land 
$ fide, and where they cannot ſend an army capable of 


preventing an invaſion.” 
Before the fir/t of March, the date of his letter, 
Letter of March 8th. 


Letters of March 8th and 13th, viz. the Feudroyant, 
peirced for 100, armed with go guns; five of 74 guns, 


three of 64 guns, and three of 50 guns; frigates, one of 
: fe guns, one of 30, two of 24, and one of 20 guns. 
etter of March "ONS : 


| pounders, 55 


burthen 2000 quintals, were taken up: that 
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pounders, 24 of 24 pounders, 8 of 12 pounders; 

8 mortars of 12 inches; 6 of 8 inches, beſides C 
FL petards, fuſees, &c. that there had iſſued a pro 1 
| clamation for maſters of merchant ſhips, cap- 

tains, clerks, and cadets, to appear to ſerve on 


board the King's ſhips ; that cloth had been 2 
bought at Mar ſeilles for 450 tents, and orders ® 
iſſued for fixty tranſports: that on the twenty- 3 

| ſecond they had actually got fer ſhips of the line E 
in the road, and two more would be ready in a p 
week: that at Toulon a ſurprizing number of 2 
hands were employed, and every thing was put e 
in practice to haſten the works, and to arm the a 
fleet, which did not require much time: that ( 
on the 26th they had completed the loading of F 
the tranſports, and had taken up more : that 2 
they ſtripped the ſea and the land and the iſlands * 
of their artillery and ammunition, to arm the 2 
fleet at Toulon: that all theſe ſteps left no room * 
to doubt, but that an attack would be made on « 
Mahon; and that M. Richelieu was to ſet out 3 
next morning from Marſeilles to Toulon, and the 
whole fleet and embarkation of 23 battalions of f 
foot, and one of artillery, would be in readineſs 1 

to ſail on the fifth of April, every thing ſince aj 
the Marſhal's arrival, beldg RO” on with * : 1 
5 greateſt Rae 7 
t 
i Letters of the 8th, 13th, 22d, 24th, abc, * 29th. l 


This is the true fate of the intelligence received by 

M. Villettes from Marſeilles and Toulon: but in moſt f 
his letters, that conveyed theſe facts to his principals in 
2 £ ene he has endeavoured to put a quite different inten- 


Tun ESE 


- "06 


1 39 1 


Tnzss fats were confirmed from every 
quarter, in the moſt effential points. Lord 
Brifiol from Turin writes, (March eth“) to Mr. 


tion to al the French armament than their appearances 
could warrant. 
At one time (March 11t) he thinks it not n ble, that 
under the pretence of attacking Mahon, the French were 
making theſe great preparations' to take poſſeſſion of Cor/ica, 
in order to be nearer Italy. At another (March 8th) he 
adds, that notwithſtanding all theſe orders, and the ſeeming 
preparations for tranſporting of troops, for their landing, 
and for a ſiege, they, who watch things cloſely are oj 
opinion, that the whole is but a ent to oblige the Englih 
to ſend troops and a ſtrong ſquadron into the Mediterranean, 
and leave their own coaſts expoſed : Nay, ſays he, 
(March 12th) all this noiſy march of troops will end in a 
camp to be formed this Summer in the neighbourhood of 
Marſeilles. — Then he ſhifts the ſcene of action from Cor ſica 
to North America.“ The armament at Toulon (he thinks 
5. on March 12th) ſeems rather intended for an expedition 
& to Canada than Minorca, if they can deceive the vigi- 
„ lance of the Engliſb in the Maditerranean, or the ocean, 
“to ſend a convoy thither, becauſe the twenty ſhips taken 
e into the tranſport ſervice, are all Malogſe perfectly ac- 
&“ quainted with the ſeas of North America, and ſtronger 
than thoſe of Provence, which were rejected.” And not 
able to invent any other deſtination, this gentleman 
returns to his former expedient of ſhewing the imprac- 
ticability of fitting out the fleet, &c. as reported. On 
the 19th he writes, that they ſtill were in great want of 
cannon; were forced to employ joiners, not fit for the 
work, inen of carpenters; and that they had not ſailors 
to half mann their fleet, except ſent out of the weſt : and 
that, after all, it appeared to him, the preparations were 
carried on in a manner, one would imagine, rather to 
frighten than to hurt the Eugliſb: for that “he much 
, doubted whether the fleet would fail out of Toulon, or 
„% not.” March 19th, pong and ch. ä 
8 Received March 20th. 


Fox, 


L 140 ] | 
Fox, © I have juſt heard there are eleven ſhips 
* on the point of failing out of Toulon, three 
* frigates of 24 guns, one of 3o, one of 50, and 
« fix ſhips of the line, carrying 70 to 76 guns; 
« two other large ſhips fitting out with great 
e expedition, but complement of failors on 
© board each very defective, notwithſtanding 
e they have preſſed ſuperannuate men and young 
Ne aſclef boys. There are twenty-two battalions 
© of infantry, and two battalions of artillery, 
t quartered on the coaſt of the Mediterranean; 
« and the report of an invaſion being intended | 
on the iſland of Minorca is very ftrong ; of 
ee which I have given notice to the commanding 
_« officer at Mahon.” On the 13th ' he men- 
tions forty tranſport ſhips hired for an embark- 
ation, and an order for more to be taken up: 
that 1000 failors and upwards had been ſent 
from Genoa for the fleet at Toulon, and that 
Marſhal Richelieu, Duke de Mireporx, and other 
general officers were arrived in Provence. On 
the 20th“ he writes, that the French were fitting 
out all the gallies and xebecks in the ports of 
Provence; were loading a large ſhip with faſcines, 
and that they were preparing every thing neceſ- 
fary for carrying on a ſiege. And on the 27th* 
his Lordſhip incloſed the following liſt of the 
ſhmips in Toulon, three of 74 guns, four of 64, 
one frigate of 24, and of 20 in the road; three 
Received April 2d. 
m Received April 7th. 
* Received mW il I ib. 


f 
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of 30 guns ſailed to convoy victuallers: in the 
dock one of 80 guns, lower tier braſs, two of 64, 


and one of 50, which three waited for cannon: 


three of fifty guns, and one of 46, remained in 
port, having no cannon at all: one of 80 guns, 
one of 40, one of 50, and one of 36 could not 
be finiſhed in a great while for want of timber 


and artillery. 


Consul Birtles from Genoa adviſes on the 
th of March *, that fourteen large ſhips of 300 
tons, and encreaſed ” a few days after to nineteen, 
were freighted at Toulon for three months on 
account of the government, which mounted from 
20 to 24 guns each: that an embargo had been 
laid on 160 ſmall tartans: that the greateſt pre- 


parations were making at Marſeilles and Toulon, 


and coaſt of Provence for an embarkation that 
ever was known: that at Toulon they worked 
inceſſantly on the large ſhips, being ſupplied 
with ſhipwrights and carpenters from Naples: 
that five frigates of 24 to 50, and eight ſhips 
from 70 to 76 guns were got into the road, and 
would be completely manned in a few days, 
ſailors arriving daily from all parts: that twenty- 
two battalions were cantoned near Toulon: that 


25,000 of wheat were arrived from Lan- 


guedoc; and that they made no ſecret of their 
deſign, and publicly talked of making a deſcent 
on Minorca *. He by the lame packet gave ad- 


* Nee March 22d. 
Letter of the oth. 


Letters of March 6th and roth, received 2 2d. 
1 vice 
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vice alſo of the arrival of Gallaſſioniere, and of a 
report that part of this embarkation was deſigned 
for America; and concludes * his intelligence 
in this month with an account, that they had 
taken up more ſhips for tranſports; and that at 
Toulon were three ſhips of 74 guns, four of 60 
to 64, three frigates of 30, one of 24, and one 
of 20 in the road to be joined in three or four 
days by the Foudroyant of 80 (which in other 
liſts has bgen erroneouſly called a go or 100) 
guns, two others of 64, and one of 5o getting 
ready with great diſpatch, only waiting for half 
their guns: beſides five others in total want of 
| cannon, four frigates and an 80 gun ſhip on 
the ſtocks, which will require time for want of 
timber and artillery. 


8 2 


47) ²˙ A — Ü ds; oe. 


Consul Banks, at Cartagena in Old Spain, 
after mentioning 120,000 men in the ſouthern _ 
provinces of France ready to march, beſides a 
grand train of artillery, ſtores, &c. preparing for 
the coaſt of the Mediterranean, and that they 
were buſy in building a particular ſort of flattiſh 
veſſels to carry one gun of 26 pound-ball, and 

company of ſoldiers, beſides ſeamen ; adds that 
he expected the fleet would fail with the tranſ- 
ports from Toulon about the end of next month: 
that it was to be augmented by ſix more ſhips 
of the line, and eighteen veſſels to be fitted out 
as frigates, and that he that very day had ſeen a 
letter from an officer of diſtinction at Ferit, Be 


"= |; 5 . nn N 


| Letter of March 2 th, received pri I 3th. | 
who 
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who ſaid that great preparations in the ſouthern 

parts would continue with great vigour till the 
middle of April, when they would begin ſuch 

| ai as would * ſurprie all Europe o 


> COh8E Millar at Barcelona, by letters of 
the ſame date informed, that it was looked upon 


in Spain as very certain that the deſign of all 


preparations making on the Mediterranean coaſts 
were againſt Minorca : that they continued to 
work with vigour on their ſhips at Toulon: that 
twenty-two battalions were arrived in that neigh- 


bourhood, and expected to be augmented to 
forty. battalions : that forty ſhips more had been 


ordered for tranſports, ſo that they had now 
taken up above 100 veſſels: that they embarked 


faſcines, gabions, and other neceflaries for a fiege ; 
and that, though only ine capital ſhips were yet 


got ready to put to ſea on account of the diffi- 


culty to get ſeamen, he believed the other es 


; would be ready by the 1 Jen of April. 


StR Benjamin Keene on the 22d of March? | 
wrote to Mr. Fox, that notwithſtanding the 
want of French ſailors: which had retarded the 
embarkation, it was intended to be put in exe- 
cution the beginning of next month, twelve 


capital ſhips, and fix frigates, being already in 


the road at Toulon: and that Mr, Millar had 


Letters dated 24th of March, received April 29 th. 


Received April 7th, with a letter, from the Conſul at 


| Barcelona, incloſed, to o the lame effect. 


received 


— TE. —— 


FIT 8 — ů —— — W * 
— FI 2 — 23 2 
=. EXT Foun 2 7 
* — 


> 
— — — — 


15 


IP = .& - % <8 
— — bb as — 


- 
— 2 —ͤ— 9 


ö * s X 
* - c ” > ö . 
— Qs . - * 2 2 ” 
5 7 . 1 PI q > XX - bn. co N 8 rr * 9. 7 * "zen — — 95 - — _ 1G nne m—_— = ” _ ͤ— — — — 
S, „ * 13 V > I : S 13 - . bh 2 ” FLEE * — 2 4 - pe NE ION — — 5 > re = + >». — 
Fs = bp ©, ” —_—_ OP. 45 AS. 2. A 8 *** 2 a 4 7 £3, <0" = 1 - XD Rt. 8 = ESSEE 2 * E 
A s — 2 . "PI, N 1 r 7 8422 28 * 1 . — . 
b 5 yn N 8 "ws — 3833 * the. *: L 8 — n —— 2 er Or} nx. 8 — — * 
2 — 2 — 2 * I 4 Le - > _— EY I” "EI > CESSES x = o STE IS i — wo Y © 1 l P. 7 A p 
_ k 4 . — — 8 5 $ — . 1 8 —— ep” 2 
N 7 IS 6 3 >, 88 —— — — 12 a 
< : ” Ya. I 7 1288 * 7 . — * — 2 5 > . * * L 2 
. by * + 3 * — N a 5 5 5 8 * : a 
f E . ey. dd SS 1E . — 2 
4 . . CFaE £8 - , my =” 2 . = BE,” 
: F l - — — — — 2 tf Þ 6 3 met — * ach ty 1 — — — — — — — 


— 6 N 
2 _— iS — a * - 3 - _ 
- 2 * — KS 2 3 a * 2 — 1 
- a — 4 LEES TY" - 
E : * a a 2 — — 
My, 4. c 2 I 7 


——— "I" 


——— — 2 — 


— 
n— 


4 
< tows” - 
: = 
, 


* ——— — 8 wn —— 
4 1 
— N 5 N E AE en r= 
1 - A 8 


„ 
_ - x: 


er 7 11 
% x ” 
— — — 


Ko Y 
1 
* 7 8 
WW. 
T 
i £8 
= 
WY 
$> 
+ > 
{8 
1 1. 
4 1 * 
_— 
_— 
-.- 
{4 
1 


[ 144 ] | 
received a letter from General Blakeney, with 
advice dated the 5th of March, that they were 
ready to fail, and every thing prepared for an 
embarkation; and again on the 24th, that the 


Taulon ſquadron was to be joined by eighteen 
merchantmen capable of mounting upwards of 
20 guns, and then fitting out at Toulon. 6 


TRE certainty of this expedition had already 


gained belief in Holland. For, though the letters 


of the 12th of March *, gave credit to the vague 
report of the French miniſtry's deſign on Corſica: 
they mention for certain, that afterwards they 


would endeavour to make themſelves maſters 


of Port Mahon.. And on the 22d and 26th * 


they confirm the embarkation from Toulon for 


Minorca, to be commanded by M. Richelieu. 


.ConsuL Dick at Leghorn, in his advices to 
Mr. Fox on the 8th of March*, informs that 
the French were taking up 1 5,000 tons of ſhip- 
ping at Toulon for tranſports, and 100 tartans to 
be ready on the 1 5th : that twenty-two battalions 

were toembark, which ſome people apprehended 


were deſigned againſt Minorca, but that his in- 


telligence faid for Cor/ica : that fix frigates and 
fourteen ſhips of war were ready to fail; and 
that they expected fourteen large merchant- 
ſhips” from Marſeilles for carriage of bombs, 


Received on the 14th of March. 
Received April de. 

* Received 22d. e 
Letter dated 15th March, received April 2d. 
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[14s] 4 
ammunition, &c. and 1000 oxen, &c. from 
Arles: that the army was encreaſed to twenty- 
five battalions, 800 matroſſes, one company of 


_ miners, and a eee of pioneers ready to 
embark. 


I s#ALL conclude theſe advices with the in- 
telligence ſent to the Lords of the Admiralty, 
which, in the courſe of this month, informed 
their Lordſhips that mot believed the embarka- 
tion making at Toulon was intended againſt Mi- 
norca : that eight more ſhips were to be added: 
and that the garriſon of Mahon expected hourly 
to be attacked *. They alſo had the following 
liſt of the ſtate of the marine on Err n of 
March 1756 at Toulon, © 


Vaiſſeaux en mer, 4 Pamone 30 can. 8 en 
Rochfort. Vaiſſeaux en armament, Je Foudroy- 
ant, 80 can. le Couronne, Temeraire, Redoubt- 
ab, Guerrier, 74 can. le Content, Triton, 

; Sage, Orphee, 64 can. le Tier, Hippotomane, 
| $o can, la Junon, 40 can. la Roſe, 30 can. le 
Gracieux, Nymph, T. 0þaZ, 24 can. Pleiade, 
26 can. en tout 17 vaiſſeaux le ele de 
| M. de la Gallaſſioniere. n 
1 Vaiſſeaux en etat, le Hector, 74 © can. V. alliant, 


Achille, Hercule 64 0 can. Or ifaume, . can. «| 
en tout 5. 5 

® Capt. E deecombe' 8 — of March = lan 3+ - oj 
Capt. Eagecombe's letter dated Mahon, March 24th ; 
received April 27, he adds, that the garriſon was as ma "— 
upon its guard and in as good condition for defence as | 
ble, conft "_ our rf — and I weabneſr of the garri on. — 


Vaife n 


N 15 


— 


4461 
Vaiſſeaux hors de etat, le Ferme; 74 can. a Ra- 
| douber, Ocean, rape Souverain, 74 can. 
- POifeaux, Miner ve, 26 can. fur les chantiers: 


4 Protecteur, 74 can. Fantaſque, Modeſte, 64 
can. A mettre ſur les chantiers, en tout 9. 


Buy which accounts it appears that the French 
had a formidable fleet in the port of Toulon, and 
that every meaſure was tried to put it into a 


condition to ſtrike ſome ent blow | in 1 the Me 
diferraneans * 


Tux intelligence concerning on equipments 
at Breſt and Rochfort, and the appearances of an 
invaſion, amounts to no more than, at Breſt ſix 
ſhips of the line were gone into the road : that 
theſe were to be augmented to a fleet of twenty- 
two ſhips of the line and ten frigates, under the 
command of M. Conflans, ſome. of which to. be 
fitted to tranſport 6000 troops for Canada: that 
M. Perrier had failed Feb. 19, with four ſhips 
of the line and three frigates, and a convoy. of 
fix frigates for St. Domingo: that the equip- 
ment at Bre/} went on briſkly, and nine ſhips 
would be ſoon ready at Rochfort to join Conflans : 
that M. 4 Aubigny, failed; from Bre/? with the 
Prudent and two frigates for the Weſt Indies, 
and that the ſtate of the French marine at Breſt 


and ” was s exact according to the follow- 1 
ing liſts: 1 


5 Letter in ad 4 Eolderieſp $ offs March gs 
* W in Ford a O N March 22d. 


: "Vac 
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Vaiſſeaux en mer, port de Bref,” le oi gew, 
74 can. Prothee, 64 can. Anpbion, A 1. 50 
can. Fleur de Lis, zo can. Emeralde, 28 can. 
oy commandes par M. Perrier Chef d'eſcadre, 


pour Str. Dominique. La Comete, Blonde, 


Brune, Amethyſte, zo can. partis de Havre 


aller a Breſt: La Thetis, Cumberland, 24 can, 


a Nantz, L' Anemone, 24 can. en Croifiere & 
f Wh Mutine, Golatbee, 1 240 can. en "ws 


en toute 16. 


Vaiſſeaux en armament, Le Sol Regal, le To 
- zzant, 80 can. la Superbe, 70 can; Defenſeur, 
74 can. Beinfaiſant, Sphinx, 64 can. Arc en 
Eil, 50 can. De Veſcadre de M. le Comte 
© Ds ConrLAxs. Le Heros, 74 can. Iufire 64, 
. ' Leopard bo, Sirene, Licome, Sauvage 30 can, 
deſtines au tramports des munition pour 
Amerique; la Concorde 30, Amaranthe 12 
can. pour aller chautier A le Comte D 

AIGULLON, en tout 1. 


Valſſeaur hors de etat, Fntrepide; e 
Sceptre, Magni ſique, Algonquer, 74 can. North- 
umberland, 68 can. a redoubler en total. La 
Dragon, 64 can. Diademe, 2 odiacque, Mino 
taure, 74 can. Belliqueux, Celebre, 64. can. ſur 
es chantiers. Le Robuſte, Solitaire, 64 can. 
un a Nommer, 74 can. a metter ſur les chan- 

tiers au Havre pour Breſt, en tout 17. 


vagen en mer, port de Rochfort, le Prudent, Fe 


74can. Atlante, 34 can. Zephir, zo can. a la 
r 8 L Aguilln, 4 * Fidelle et 


L 3 Hermione, - 


— —— 
„ 


11 

Hermione 26 can, Frippone, 24 can. Valeur, 
26 can. a Le Royale, en tout 8. | 

Vaiſſeaux en armament, le Duc * 80 « Can» 


| Dauphin et Juſte 70 can. Hardi 66 can. 
Inflexible, Etoile, Capricieux, 64 can. Diane, 


30 can. les 8 Vaiſſeaux deſtine a e 


M. Conflans. * 


Vaiſſeaux hors d'etat, le Ploriſant, 74 can. en 
radant Glorieux 74 can. Raiſonable 64 can. 
ſur les chautiers: Profiance, et en, 50 


Lan. a contrain. a 3 1 


Buy which it appears, chere was nothing: to 
fear from the naval power of France on the 
of the ocean or channel; and that, notwithit dd 
ing the report of a powerful convoy to be fitted 
out at Breſt and Rochfort, to favour an invaſion, 
It could not be poſſible that they, who believed 
this ſtate of the French marine to be true, could 
think it neceſſary to neglect every other ſervice 
of their country to wait the motions of ſo de- 
bf ons a gaſcoynade. * 


NITAER can I think that the Lllowing .. 
= vices relating to an invaſion of Great Britain 
and Treland, were deſerving of greater attention. 
For, though: the Earl'of Holderneſs was informed 
by letters of the 2d of March, that it was ſaid a 
camp would be formed for 40,000 men between 
| Dunkirk and Boulogne ; "and that thirty-two. 
tranſport ſhips were taken up at Boulogne, and 
fixty more were expected in March to be eſ- 
corted ka the Blune and Rande kits from 
ou Havre: 


1 


[I | [ 149 1 1 
Havre. though it was faid that 500 flat- 


| bottomed boats were to be tranſported from 
Havre to Rouen, in twelve ſhips : and that a 


conſiderable train of artillery had paſſed Soiſons, 
in the way to Havre, Calais, and Rochfort, 


Though the whole nation was put into a panic 


with an account * that rivet flat-bottomed boats 
of forty-five feet long and ten feet wide, were on 


the flacks to conquer this iſland ! and that all the 


ſhips 1 in the ports of Calais, Graveline, and Dun- 8 


kirk, had been meaſured to know how many. 
= people they could tranſport : though twelve by 


landers were arrived at Calais with cannon, 


bombs, and balls, and numbers of ſeamen were 


ſent daily from thoſe ports to Bret: tho it was 
reported that the embarkation would be ſupported 


by all the King's ſhips at Bref, Roctfort, &c. 


and that the faid embarkation would be under. 


15 taken as ſoon as poſſible, at Breſ: though a 


reat quantity of biſcuit * was ſent down to 
N and Britany for the uſe of the tranſ- 


5 ports after landing in England; and a plan had 
deen made for forming a camp almoſt as ſtrong 


as a fortified town: and though Mr, Barnham 
was informed on the 10th of March, that 609 


bomb-ſhells were brought | into Calais, and that : 


4 See the liſt of the marine at Breſt, and letter received 
2d March, Alſo letter dated March gth, Mr. Villeties mul- 


tiplied this account to the number of 7 or $00 flat bottomed. 
veſſels. See advices January zift, received n * 


_ © Letter to ditto, March 7th 
Letter to ditto, March Sth. 
F Merch "IC NIN 


N 


| L yy i * 


ä 50 . 
ſixty cannoneers, and more troops were expected: 


the miniſtry were well aſſured ® that notwith- 
ſtanding this mighty warlike preparation, 'he 
could not learn that they were taking any ſteps 
to encreaſe their ſhipping at Calais, which at that 
time was very conſiderable : that the pretended 
flat- bottomed boats were only pontoons of a new 


 conſtruRtion , made eaſy for ſtowage in a ſhip: 


that the reports of the arrival of flat-bottomed Y 
boats at Dunkirk and Calais were falſe *, there 


being only forty-eight veſſels of different fizes 


and nations in thoſe ports: that part of the 
troops aſſembling were deſigned to embark for 
Canada: that an expedition againſt England 


could not be near at hand, becauſe there muſt be 
time for the arrival of artillery ©: and that there 


could be 10 7ruft given to the French reports: 
that the bombs, Sc. arrived at Calais were laid 
up'; the talk of an invaſion diminiſhed and diſ- 


couraged by the court; and that ſince the requi- 


tion of the Heſſians and Dutch, and other wiſe 
meaſures taken by the Britiſh court, perſons of 
rank, who expected tobe Sk ory in that ob 


n grew eyery day more uneaſy, and dou 


whether 1 it would be attem} pted ”: : that there were 20 
on the 7th N 2 no VE. Aung.) boats at = 


* \ See Mr. Bern ban s letter to Mr. Anand, March 10th, ; 


_ March 11th. i 

Letter to Lord ene, pf FOR "th. 1 Thi. 
i Ipid. March qtb. ®Tbid.: me, 14th and 1 5th. 
. Ibid. March 18th, * Ibid. , Ne x” FO March it. 


Havre 


* 
V 
0 


— HE a. a 3 23 FF Y a ny 1 2 Py. 
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Heure than viſual; and no flat-bottoria-boats 
with which the Engi/b miniſtry affected to be 
to much frightened. r 


I this fituation what did the Britiſb miniſtry 


do? They had certain intelligence that there 
was a real armament at Toulon of twelve men of 


Var of the line, five frigates, Gc. ready to convoy 
a powerful army, openly acknowledged by the 
enemy to be deſigned againſt Minorca : and they 


could not be ignorant of the diſtreſs Mahon 
was in for want of a ſufficient garriſon, miners, 
pioneers, &c. and the danger of its falling a prey 


to ſo powerful an attack, for want of a ſuperior 
fleet to cover the iſland from ſuch an attempt; 
yet all this could only procure an order on the 


Sth of March for ten ſhips of the line to hold 


themſelves in readineſs for the Mediterranean + 


_ which ſquadron was, on the 11th of the ſame. 
month put under the command of Admiral Byzg, 
with an order for him to take on board the Earl 
of Efingham, General Stuart, and other officers 
and private men, ordered to their reſpective poſts 
and corps at Minorca and Gibraltar. But the 
equipping of thoſe ten ſhips was attended with 


ah 5 t. Saumarez, of the Ludlow Caſtle, off Havr , 
received 
as poſſible in a cutter, and ſaw eight fail, four of which 


were large ſhips and ready for ſea; and was informed by a 
fliſherman he took on the coaſt, that they were two frigates 
of 26 guns ordered to convoy two others to Bret. 
The Ramillies of 9o guns, the Culloden of 74, the 


Buckingham, Captain, and Revenge of 70 guns, the Trident 


and [Intrepid of 64, the Lancaſter of '66, the King fon and 
„1 


Duaſiauce of 60 guns. 
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the gth. He further ſaid, that he ſtood in as near 
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[ 152] 
ſach direons that their departure was delayed 
till the ſixth of April, fer want of men*; Mr. 
Byng being directed to haſten the fitting up the 
Sterling Caftle, and to complete her complement 
of men in preference to any other ſhip; and not 
to meddle with the men on board the Naſſau, 
Torbay, Eſſex, Prince Frederick, and G reyhound, 
they — 4 wanted, ſays Mr. Cleveland, on lle 
| * preſſing e 0 * 


--How they i in power f in regard to o the 
# motions of the French on the coaſt of the ocean 


* channel, though they were aſſured they had 


2 wh will more fully appear by theſe Amed from Ad- 
miral Byng's letters to Mr. Cleveland. ; 


11 1ſt, ready for failing in every reſpe& except want 
4 Y nen; will take 336 men, now the regiments are all 


board, to complete them. My own ſhip wants 222, 


b 4e *. of them being lent to the Ludlow Caſtle, The 


Trident had 78 lent to the Hampton Court, and Tilbury, 
4 which ſhips we are likely to meet with—will make 5 


ce 3 hole in the Trident's company. Expect hour] 
udlow Caſtle and Intrepide ; when arrived hope we Wal 
ce. find men to complete. 


46 April 3d, Intrepid, pO Caftle, and Cambridge 


e came but yeſterday to Spithead,—Ordered men imme 
Ape to ſettle to day to be able to ſet ſail to. 


1 diately.— 
3 St. Helen” $, 


© Bri} 4th. Wind W. -—Diſappointed t to > find; the In- 
« zrepid ſhort of complement, though brought out 261 
9 ſupernumaries, ſhe wanted I * to complete her own 


0 * compiement.' 


To cruiſe off Cherhurgh to wy if hes could not intercept 
5 FE frigates, and forty merchantmen drove in there trom 


Hire, by the cabs which could not be ſo prefling, as 


a the relief of Mi norca. 
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| natbing 
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1 
nothing t to fear from their pretences, will be"ſeeit”* 
not only by their importation. of a foreign army 
of Heſſians and Hanoverians at a very > np X 
pence, and by a great augmentation of a ſtanding 
army, encamped in different parts of the king 
dom, but by the following liſts; where you. will 
find, that our greateſt and almoſt whole ſtrength 
by ſea was fo ſtationed, as to ſerve no other: pur- 
poſe than to watch the uncertain rumour of an 
invaſion of Britain, with a few fiſhing or flat- 
bottomed boats, which upon a more an en- 
quiry were found to be e 8 | 


A LIST of all his Majeſty 8 ſhips * 00 5 
ſguadrons of ſuch ſhips as were 3 
and made ready for 8 within the 8 
of March 17 ** n 


-ate. thin names. 125 men. | en ö ready for 6. 


fl. Swift, 8 10 70 iſt March 1736. 
3 "= "my + 520. 2d. 5 8 
4 Defiance, 60 400 2d. Og 
4 . 60 420 2d. 
4 Eagle, bo 400, -— 
6 Seaford, 24 160. 3d, 
fl. Granada; 10 14 100 3d. 
armed veſſel Maryland Planter, I 16 6 90 6th.” 
4 Sutherland, "Ye" 3 80 8th. een £. 
3 „  . 70 86 9th. - EOS Pb, 
4 Weymouth, -WM 420 . | 

© buf 44 250 1oth,” . 
. Otter, 10 14 do oth, 3 


n 


l. Ferret, 


1 o 
f 
LE nes 2 _— — "2%" "ag pr +1 — 4 _ 


5 r = 
— EE WIS EF BIT IC Os ir nt AE 2 — —————— IE 333 K 2 
* 


5 Greyhound, 24 160 27th. 


1 1341 
rate. Ii eee eee for e. n 
e 


Dh,, 8 12 70 ne bas e . 
— 8 8 16 70 rich. Fri „351150 


Wolf; 8 10 70 rzith. . 
4 P. Frederick; 0 480 14th. * 
3 „ ee 480 1 Ach. 
4 hin, 60 420 20th. 

Jene, 74 720 20th. 
4 Harwith, 5o 300 20th. . 
4: rifelope, Fo 300 20th. 5 


| 6 Deal Caſtle, 24 160 2oth.” © = EE NT 


3 Trident, 64 500 220. 
* almoiith, 7 350 2 5th. 1 lo * 
2 2 zo 3 NN 
A | "1 520 27th, [SYS 19 


6*Oibrattar, 24 140 28th. 
6 Unicorn, LY > 7 160 28th. by 


6 Sheerneſs, 24 160 29th. 


A Ltsr of ſuch ſkips named in the foregoing 
liſt as were ordered to be formed into, ot 
to reinforce N e 


rate. ſhips names. guns. men. \ deſtination. 9 Kd 


3 Somerſet, 70. 525 Ordered 2d March 1756 


to be added to Sir Eduard 
3 V. ge) d. 70 "Jy Hewes ſquadron. 


| | 115 CFR "5 

Ordered March 8th 1755 
78 5 70 225 to be under the command 4 
ID/WICH. O 490 4} Sir Edward: Hatote, inſte 

2 - =: 7 Cof eee and "I. 


1 e 1 Fi ; 
C25 Oo EY | | | * 


I. © | 
2 Cutters, ng 


: as + * 


[ 355 ] 


rate. ſhi 
* nam ames, Fun, men, „ deſtination, 


King flon; -. 69.400 | 
* 400 
3. Defiance, 0 80 490. 5 


64 


| to proceed off Base 
and er On the 150 
nafar. and Engle to © 


90 between Scilly and 


W 8347 


Capt. Gayton o of 2 Hntes 


1 lope ordered 8th March z 56 


| April iſt 2 
; 1 5 Fremont : . 
= Ir dard Haw de 
5 Beg, r "on r * 
$ © 70) I | \ 2 1 — 
4 Cale, 505 Dal ag araniulend 5 
3 Captain, 50 | Ordered March 8th 2. 
1 2 1 5 7 Na *. be fitted Dr 72 
3 Trient, 3 8 been, and on the with of 
3. Lan ancalte 6 "the ame month to be under 
an = 66 520 command of N e Ad- 
: Intrepid . 64 480 mira! Hi . x 
S: 8 | 


128. „ March x 
„ 2 350 Gapte of the g Gaps 
arm v.Mary-? directeg ſeen e, was j 
and planter, ( 16 6 80. under his 8 a 
fl Diſpatch, 1 IO 1 4 100 00 | x 25 L. themfrom Houre 
28 Cuttters | cps * Wende 
C | Uniththould f Ao egy 
| E 
4 Falmouth, ao 50 3 50 Ordered nur ang: 
6- Greyhound, f 24 160 Ito * to join the 1 2215 
Ferret, 10 14 I00 off the 7 Je of Baſs, and cruiſe 


ich * between that ile 


Hant. 


3 Torbay, 


—— 
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E196] * 
rats, tips Katha. bi. . bee 
e -- 8 1 = * Ordered 23d March 1756 
„„ to cruiſe off Cherburghunder ' 
Capt. Keppell; and on iſt 
i an tN 480 April two former were or · 
80 3004 dered to proceed to Plymauth 


to join the reinforcement 
' To y 24 160 going to Sir Edward Hawke 
ere, 10 reg bs under the command of Rear 


| Admiral Holbourne. 


Capt. Holmes ordered 29th 
March 1756 to proceed to 
North America with theſe 


3 + 70 5²⁰ 


+ Nottingham, 60 400 ſhips, and take upon him 


| : brim wy; 2 ] O | the. command of the. a 
A ry d 8 0 * ö employed there. by 


- Ty 1 ER 0 lit of the Admiralty eiving 
- an” abſtract. of the diſpoſition of the ſhips, 
Sc. in ſea pay, for er — ot 
766 ws 


"at 
be 
14 
90 


© 500 


3760 
810 


6 40 | 


= Cork, ; DS 60 


— 
} 75 ' » * p 
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Cons voys 05 d Caen, 


To Liſbon, is." 70 : 


St. Hana, F 43 


Weſt's == PIR a - 
Sir Edward Hatte, 15 
Off Breſt, n Ws 
} 8 


Downs, Vice Admiral WE | 
WO 13 


Smith, 


„ 


A 
[ a» 


At home, 4 above 5004 


1 2 under 


At home, 


General abſtract, ' $46 


: 6 1 * 4 
TIED LEY : * od * 
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arm. v. 4 


fire. 2 1 
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Pur intellſzener From the Hg ue, in April, 
Teality-of 
: | Minorca : for, 15 
tie vriter wWab cofiſtfainsd by the general. re- 
port, . to 3 

of their reſolu ttack that iſland, 
6 would perſuades. that this attack was not 
near ſo ready as they woulli habe it believed; 


o that thoſe preparation at Toulon were caleus 


latech only to divide the forces of England, and 


— "ij an A r to 12 7 5 forces to * 


. m_— = 85 1 


Ae 


Tur advices in. TR 2" TOY $ of 
the. 2d of this month, confirm the deſign a- 

inſt Minorca, adding, by way of ſpeculation, 
155 Gs the Frenab intended to take advantage of 
 thixffiege of Mabon, td facilitate their invaſion of 


Band. Others of the gth relate, that the 


(ie 


with twenty "it battalions and fourteen 


ſhips. to beſiege Port | Mahon, and thoſe of the 
29th brought an Efount. of Weir deſcent on 1 


ca. ö 


2 Sin Benj We Ko on the Os "tha 
the. Brench ho to _” Minorca by a coup de . 


3 Merit 38, alte 13th, received 16th. Vet 


from the fame. ace of the 16th adviſe, that they 


eathered it pretty tty well. 
22 TY 


— the French boaſted 


r A Cam. os; on. www 


duke de Richiieu publickly declared he was go- 


— to put tar ſea by tke 10th : and thoſe of the 27th, 
170 Toulon fleet had met with Aa — on ns I 3th, 5 


main 5 


ͤà——7... . Ä %˙qĩ ⅛ %‚ A 3 


i beſides 8 N 


10 35 1 
main, before the arrival of Admiral Byng - and 
„chat their fleet conſiſting uf threc tutidved Jail 


hal Ja er onche 308 PEE ESSE B25 omen 


| %% 38 2m bas now 
Tunis * confirmed 
writes from ee on the:241hodf rd, 


on the eleventh, out again on the gel fal witty 
orders in caſe of ſeparation, to loſe no time in 


making Minorca; and that the "eabſhal"! 
expected to meet in three days wih the whole 7 
l twenty four battalions] and ön⁰e 
of artillery ; „Lach battalion commining thirteen 
companies of forty men each. rb 


"#1 & 2: 11 
129 


fleet, carr 


Consur Birtles mentions At April zl ee 2 


„„ 


ſhot; one hundred horſes, for: officers ; all ma. 


terials for a fiege : bricks for oven: and that 
Swediſh ſhip aw the French fleet of ſeventeen 


ſhips of war, and one hundred and 
tranſports, only nine n 
the ſeventeenth, That he was 6n board admi- 


thirty three 


ral G allaſtaniere; and was informed rn opus 
five Ken rt: were then miſling*, | 1 Fr 


Wenn ie 0 TITLE n | 


7 Letts hom. ae pri abt roceved Mey I 0 5. * ft 
Ai 19 u. ö 248 


34 | | 
Bots 3 v 


by _— e 
the French fleet ſet ſailion thei tenth} droveibaclo. 


2 en 
tyyo hundred live oxen, to be uſed in drawing 
cannon, and then to be ſlaughtered: five thioùs 
ſand new. tents : furnaces: for heating cannow 


from Minorca on 


ns + 


© (WJ 


Li 4 
tis Linernnanr: — W on the twenty 
ninth and thirtieth, incloſed a lit of the ſqua- 
dron”, and informs, that the French landed at 
Giutadeila, from eleven to fifteen thouſand 
men, from abodt one hundred and ſixty veſſels 


at th. N 


ö on the W and NR An on J 
ö ; the %,fLä d 019 {i „ 
| Consul Mille: at Barcelona. (April 7th) re- i 
lates that the whole fleet conſiſted of three 3 
| hundred fail ; that it put to ſea on the roth, : 
1 and that the garriſon of Mahon had marched -- 4 
| into Fort St. Fbiliß, with a e - 1 
1 = 1 
i | il. 5 ; 8 85 1 
| | Ma. Villettes . (Ari 2d) his Advi- i 
| ces in this Month, with an Account of the = 
1 _ embarkation ; and allows, that if one may judge 1 
I by the appearances of the Expedition againſt "© 
x Mabon, it will not fail meeting with ſucceſs; be- 0 
x cauſe the garriſon was weak, and but few ſhips " 
1 on that ſtation: and alſo declares (April 7th) 1 
that the general opinion was, that the Toulon t! 

Wo d fi ned a anft Mahon : et he = 
Þ | . was de 18 8 7 5 a 
ul | 1 Kin. once 80 guns, . of 70, five of 60. two of 50," 7 
1 : three of 30, and two of 24. Conſul Baus made them tu 
1 ; twelve men of war, five frigates, two xebecks, four gallies, 1 
1 two galliots, four bombs, 233 veſſels with ſquare ſails c 
5 carrying 18, ooo land forces, and fifty larger veſſels with. 4 

ſtores and proviſions : Conſul Banks remarked that they |} 
ſhipped a great ä * * re barrels = 
e d 2 of powder. : | ; Fe 

N 72314 1 | * aeg 
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I 
affects to diſcover ſome other intention: i, 
that their deſign was to provoke the Engliſb to 
ſend a ſtrong ſquadron up the Mediterranean, 
in order to put it between two fires, that, at 
Breſt, being upon the watch to follow it; or 
to improve the opportunity by invading England, 
in its abſence, Secondly, he is very confident 
that this expedition was againſt 7faly, either With 
an intention to ſecure Corſica, or., to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of Villa Franca, or Cagliari, to prevent 
| England's retiring thither, or to fall unexpectedly 
Ion Tuſcany, to engage a war on the continent. 
But Mahon is certainly not the true object of the 


of preſeht* expedition—probably the fleet may 

| ſteer that way, and carry the appearance. of an 
* Invaſion, but it will only be to cover better this 
3 _ deſign, and they will not ſtay long. Thus, this 
4 _ gentleman perſevered in deſtroying by his chi- 
A merical gloſſes all the plain intelligence he re- 
= _ ceived from time to time concerning Minorca; 
1 and ſhewed that he was as obſtinate in his un- 
9 iX belief of the moſt certain tokens and declarations. 
) | againſt that iſland, as the Antediluvians were to 
2 [the voice of Mab, perſuading them to provide. 
againſt the judgments hanging over their heads: 
„„, | 2nd when there was no room. left for conjec- 


m | ture, he winds up all with an ir. © If (ſays 
es, || © he) the Engh/p are deceived in thinking 
—= e the project againſt Mahon was but a feint z 


- “ the ;ald: 1 officers of the French troops did not: 
ds „ think otherwiſe, and gave very good reaſons 

* | for it, The event has ſhewn that they were 
ts VVVVVVVVVVVVVCVV Le. equally N 


_. 
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ce equally 1 A pretty excuſe acknow- 


ledges that all his conjectures were wrong: but 


comforts himſelf that he had err'd by giving cre- 


dit to the deceitful comments of the enemy's offi- 
Cars, in Eh of the nnn 1 de ac 


e 


1 we now. tür our  iiveantfor; to ahi appear- 


ances of an invaſion, of England, they will 
_ vaniſh, as in the former e we The firſt 
advices. of this ſort in Lord Helderneſs's office, 
mention an embarkation talked of at Dunkirk; 
and that ſuch ſhips of war as were not appointed 
to convoy the embar kation for Canada, would 


be employed to facilitate an invaſion: that 


there were as many ſhips in the port of Dun- 
kirk, Calais, and Boulogne, as might carry four 
thouſand men; and ten ſhips in the road of the 
The de Dieu : that cannon, ;&c. were ſent to 
Havre; fifteen thouſand muſkets to Dunkirk, 
and: ſeveral camps of ten thouſand men each, 
would encamp on the. coaſts of the channel- 
in May, in ſuch a manner, as to be able to join 
in a few days *: that it was believed there would | 
he's fſertous attempt to land a great number of 


troops in England or Ireland. And in the ad- 


| vices to the admiralty, we find the collector of 
Mells tranſmitting the information of one James 

Gardner, maſter of the Friends Adventure from 

Rotterdam, who ſaid, that on Sunday, April 
11th, ten leagues from ind; he fell 1 in with the 


7 * 


4 80 — 


See eters s date 1 7, 73461, and. :xgth tif Awil, 55 
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PLES, of Glafebis, Robert Story miaſter ; wh 


ormed him that he left are Oft the Sch ins 


ſtant; and that the French were at that time 
mbarking troops, ſome of which he actually 
tow going on Pond; but did not ſay what 


f number of tranſports wete in that harbour. 


y/ 5 certainly all this mut amount to nothing, 


when the very ſame authorities aſſured ha 
the ſhips in the ports of Dunkirk, &c. were, for : 
the chief part uorigged *. . That there appeared 
no diſpoſitions for an invaſion of England de that 
the French were in a moſt terrible ſituation; 
their finances diſordered, councils divided, &c ©, 
and that after the reſolution of tranſporting 
ten thouſand Hanoverians, oy; had Judged. an 
invaſion Main | 


; \ 


28 Eetter i in Lord Holdernſs 8 office, ad 2d. 


v April gth, ibid. 
© April 7th, ibid. 
a April 1850 ibid. | 
le was joined at Gibraltar by two mit of the line tad 


five frigates under Mr. a and 270 ſoldiers from 
5 tg garriſon at Gibraltar. 


15 e NM 2 ſidering | 


Ho WE VE R, nothing more was s done this 
month towards the defence of Minorca, only 
Admiral Byng made ſhift, after almoſt a whole. 

month ſpent! in equipping his ſquadron, to fail 

with ten ſhips of the line, having on board one 

regiment, 100 recruits, and forty-two officers 
| belonging to the four regiments at Minorca *. A 
— which cannot be well accounted for, con- 


- 
* 
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fidering the ſtate and condition of the ſhips in the 


ſeveral ports of theſe kingdoms at the time of 
n Byng's departure from St. Hellen s. 


2 


2 


| ſhips. hips. men n born. muſtered, | 
2 31 28 fitting }.. . 
5 1 fit. upon ſtocks f 420 3351 
i vel. floops n n i e 


Wokeich, 1 1 fitting e 
q LT 
| Chatham, T T:: 237 199 1 
1 ; Sheerneſs, 2 15 guardſbip 12 ny! FW 
4 4 2 fit. I fitting 5 . 3 Mo 
6 3 fitting, fit. & refitting dio „ 
fl. 2 1 wants 1 fit „ 
armed veſſel 1 x Biting zo * 
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ſhips. bb If > men born. muſtered . 
Pima, 5 74 ft, 2 
„ bat 1 
2 60 q 
2 50 | under re- r 8 
| 1 44 palr 13 3315 | 27 | 
2 24Jfit all but one. |. | 
1 Joy wants | 
448 fl N cleaning ; be 
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A vpeiay and weakneſs 6 which 1 1 
Byng attributed his inability to relieve Mabon : 
and we may juſtly complain for giving the French 


af opportunity to land, and to ſtrengthen them- 


ſelves on the iſland of Minorca, while we had 


ſo ſtrong a fleet in readineſs to fail, and kept 


inactive at home; except five ſhips of the line 
| ordered April 1 it. under Admiral Holbourne t to 
8 Join Sir Edward Hawke in the Bay, _ | 


In conſequence of this meaſure, from this 


fatal hour, every packet and expreſs brought 
| ſome advantages gained by the enemy. who had 
no force to curb their operations. For, Com- 
modore Edgecombe was glad to retire with ſafety 


to Gibraliar, and the garriſon of Fort St. Philip 


did not exceed 2400 effective men *, and about 
100 of the train of e when the ſiege 


1 The men ern in by Me. Edreconbs made them 8 
2600 effective men in all. 


=. 


Mz 


com- = | 
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| commenced, , And the handle which Mr. Bux 


made of 477 weakneſs of his {quadron to excuſe 


his not attempting: to raiſe the ſi lege, or to re- 
lieve Fort St. Phil Ps does not require a repe- 
tition in this place, it being Irs Ny ſet forth in 


his. Trial and DO n, 


Tur French having got, by this means, pol. 
ſeſſion of all the open country and towns on 
Minorca, without the loſs of a man, Lord Briſtol ; 


A es, ty ae 


informed - that the French were making, great 


parations for another embarkation at Toulon 


gf eight battalions, with a great in increaſe of am- 


unition and ſtores, and ſo to augment Gal- 
tffiomere's Audton with five men of war and 


one frigate Seins ready at 7. oulon,, where they 
de failors' of all nations. All which was 


onfirmed by Conſul Birtles, Conſul Dick, and 


Mr. Piltettes, who adds that the towns (in 
Provence aud Languedoc ) had been fo ſtript, of 
their cannon, Ge. in order to ſupport the expe- 

dition againft Minorca, that 6000 men ſup- 

: — by a ſquadron of fifteen men of war 

' would be more than ſufficient to take them all 

Ie 0 2 Baden comin to a liege; and 
dition ee o 129 


* e 1 


Bur all this did not ſpirit up ates ar- 


mamevt than five ſbips: of the line with one 
reziment, and x 00 of the train, moſtly miners 


from Neue gh le, Wilen * the Purpoſe, ſent to 


| 8 66 4, 
- Þ A. 


reinforce 


F 


vers 


orce 
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reinforce Admiral Byng * Which did not arrive 
. Gibraltur, before his return from the inglo- 


ous action of tlie 26th of a ad the dur 
under ef Fort be. Philip 6 


„ Magn: not t cherefort the ec adler 
af the foregoing intelligence and accounts, in- 
ſtead of adhering to the reſolutions recited at 


the beginning of this pamphlet, neover, with 
rr 1 ve 


Tn ar iS 9 as . kg of April 17 : 5. 
ten ſhips of the line were ordered to be equi 
ped at Toulon, and that from the 2 5th of Au- 


guſt 1755, they went on equipping a fleet 


without intermiſſion, till the ſeige of Minorca 
yas over, which fleet by undoubted advices to 
the admiralty i in September 175 5, would confiſt 


of twelve ſhips of the line ready to put to fea 


in two months, and ſeven more of the line 


would be ready in the ſpring, and none of the 
ſubſequent accounts ever made the Toulon fleet 
leſs than twelve ſhips of the line, but moſt of 


0 the ns: made them more e the 


pn &: W as Hh 27th of f Auguſt 17 5 55 
Conſul-Bonks' of Carthagena, adviſed Sir Tho- 
mas Robinſon of the arrival of one hundred and 


eighty battalions in Roufillon deſigned == 


| Minorca, which advice, added to all reports 
| ab Ra founded. upon a as: of eir- 


cum 


* 


- 


* 2 


— — — — 
ane} 1 U 


ol” all 
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wo 7 3 
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7 cumſtances, was confirmed by letters from Conſul 


Birtles of Genoa, dated the 17th and 26th of 


January, and received by Mr, Fox on the 4th 
and 11th of February, 'and by all the . 
advices from all parts relative to the deſtination 


of the armaments in the ſouthern provinces of 


France, 


Tur notwithſtanding theſe cen after 


| hoſtilities had commenced even in Europe f | 


there being but four incompleat regiments an 
one company of the artillery in Minorca, forty 


two officers of which were abſent; there being 
but two men of war of the line and five fri- 
gates, under Mr. Edgecombe in the Mediter- 


ranean, and the garriſon ſhort of proviſions for 
a ſeige; neither ſtores, ammuniton, proviſions, 


officers belonging to the garriſon, recruits, for 
the four regiments ready raiſed, or miners, or 
any additional troops were ſent to the iſland, 
nor our ſquadron in the Mediterranean aug- 


mented, until Admiral Byng ſailed on the 6th 
of April 1756, with no more ſhips of the line, 


than, by the moſt early and authentick intelli- 


' gence, the government were ſure would | fail 


from Toulon, even if Mr. Edgecombès ſquadron 5 
joined Mr. Byng ; which was quite uncertain; 


and without any more troops than what be- 


longed: to the four regiments of the garriſon, 
except one. regiment, who. were to ſerve as ma- 
rines in the fleet, and an order for a batallion to 
be taken on board at Gibraltar, which could 
„„ I = 


N 


— 


not be underſtood by a council of war RY 
and was not 3 * MLA: 8 nan _ 1 


Mar Were —_ 


Tur Admiral Oſborne . ee ty 
of the line and one frigate, who failed to con- 


voy a fleet of merchantmen the 3oth-of January 
and returned the 16th of Redbabry I 756, might 
and ought. to have gone to Minorca, conſidering 
the expos d ſituation it was in, and the for- 
wardneſs of the enemy's preparations at Tou- 
lon, and that Great Britain, in ſparing theſe 
ſhips, for this ſervice, could not be inſulted nor 
injured by the ſixteen ſhips then fitting out at 
Breſt or Rochfort (part of which by the intelli- 


gence the government had, could not be ready 


till May) becauſe, excluſive of Mr. Ofborne's © 
fleet, there were ready to put to ſea eight ſhips 
of the line, and twenty three frigates, and 
thirty two of the line, and five frigates fitting, 
and very near ready; nor ſhould we in the 
leaſt degree have provoked an invaſion, by 
| ſending of this fleet to the Mediterranean, as 
the enemy had not at that time made any prepa- 


rations to execute ſuch a ſcheme; except march- 


ing troops to the ſea- coaſt; and by all the in- 
telligence, received to this time, the French 
court had rejected every plan for that purpoſe 

as impracticable, and meant only to alarm and 


diiſtreſs Nee el 999 ae en 10 to * ſea- 
Y an ; 


* + 4 a 
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THAT 


1 0 1 
= 1503 1 1 r N 
Tuar before Admiral Howke failed for the 

: Bay the 27th of February, with fourteen ſhips 
of the line and one frigate, the government had 
advice that 4 Aubigny failed the 3oth'of January 
with one ſhip: of the line and two frigates for 
Martinico, and that the fix men of war, they ſent 
Hawke after, failed the 19th. of February for 
Damingu; confequently no proſpect of Mr. 
Hawke's intercepting them by cruiſing in the 
Bay ſo long aſter their departure. "od by the 
ure of thoſe two ſquadrons, there remained 
baut eleven ſhips of the line at Breſt and Rochfort 
n diſtreſs ſon cannon, as Du Guay's ſquadron was 
obliged to be laid up in order to furniſh the nine 
flips ſailach as above with part of the cannon they 
wanted: the attention to which eleven ſhips in 
port, by: - 
intelligence they could not be ready till May, 
and Mnarca was in the utmoſt danger, is moſt 
abſurd; eſpecially. as they were not deſigned to 
cover an embarkation againſt Great Britain, but 
by repeated accounts, received before Mr. Hawke 

failed, were bound to Canada with 6000 troops: 
intercepting of which was by no means an ob- 

jet of any conſequence in compariſon with the 
preſervation of Minorca. And if it had been, or 
this ſquadron was to have covered the landing 


this fleet of Mr. Hawke's, when by the + 


of troops intthis: kingdom, we had by this time 


ſo many ſhips; beſides Mr: Hawke's: fleet, ready; 
that his whole fleet might have been ſpared, | 
ales ory to his * for the ſecurity of 
FR i Minorca, > 
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Minorca, and: another ſufficient ſent into the Bay 
5. the fleet for Canada would hays failed. 
O amazing is it, that notwithſtanding this 


uccours. or protection to Mi norcq, they, on the 
gth of Merch, ſend. two. ſhips of the line and 


three frigates off Cape Barfleur, to intercept. a 


coaſting | convoy only; on the Lith of Marcb, 


two of the line to the Welt. Indies, ah ng 
19th two of the line to North, America, Where 


: they. were inſufficient either to protect or acquire 
any material object: On the 23d of March two 


of the line and three frigates off . lis 1 to 


intercept the above coaſting convoy alſo, and on 
the firſt of April five of the line (three of which 

returned from watching the coaſting convoy) 
under Holbaurne to reinforce Hawke, in the Bay, 


when be was already much too ſtrong for the 


7 fleet bound to Canada, ſome of them being only 
armes en flute, and not expected out till May. 
All of which ſhips might have been added to 


Mr. Byng's ſquadron without endangering Great { 


Britain, according to the government's own ap- 


prehenſions of an invaſion at that time; for if 


theſe ſhips could be ſpared abroad for the above 
ſervices, they certainly might for Minorca : and 
then Mr. Byng's ſquadron would have been 20 


of the line and ſix frigates. But inſtead of add- 


ing the above ſhips to Mr. Byng's ſquadron they 


ſent him with only ten of the line, and even 


denyed him a frigate that he petitioned for to 


e his bels, (ſee his Letter to the Admiralty) 
5 not- 


ſituation, of affairs, inſtead, of yet ſending any 


notwithſtanding there was in port then, excluſive 


of his fleet, ſeventeen of the line and thirteen 


frigates ready for fea, and eleven of the line and 
nineteen frigates fitting: great part of which might 
alſo have been ſent with him: for there was no 
armament at that time at Breſt or Rochfort, but 


that deſigned for Canada: nor was there any ne- 

_ cefſity to keep one fourth of them at home to 

| oppoſe any armament in the French ports upon 
the Channel; for there was not one man of war 
in them, and by authentic accounts, no more 
ſhips or boats of all nations at Dunkirk, Grave 


line, Calais, and Boulo ne, than could poſſibly 


tranſport more than 6000 men, nor at Havre 


and Dieppe no more than common; nor was 


there at any one time during the alarm of an 
invaſion, any more ſhipping, or any preparations 
for an embarkation, except meaſuring the veſſels 
to know how many men they would carry. 
Zo that the danger of an invaſion cannot excuſe 
the long neglect of Minorca, nor thy ſending of 
ſo inſufficient a force at laſt. 


Tuar it appears tit: tle nin of bis 4 


igel s ſhips in the Mediterranean in the be- 
ginning of December 1755 confiſted of one ſhip 
of 60, two of 50 guns, four frigates and one 


ſloop and no more, , and that the garriſon of Fort 


St. Philip, in the ſaid month of December ac- 
cording to the laſt returns made on the 3 iſt of 
July 1755 conſiſted of 2860 men, officers in- 
cluded, and no more, and that after that time no 


To ” i : * 


5 1 173 ; 
ſhip or ſhips of war whatever were ſent to res 
inforce the ſaid ſquadron, nor any recruits, nor 
reinforcements whatever to the ſaid garriſon till 


the failing of the ſquadron under Admiral Byng, 


on the 6th of April 1756, That it appears that 
a greater number of ſhips of war could have been 


- ſent into the Mediterranean, than thoſe lene on 


the 6th of April 17 56. 


Tur on the zoth of March 17 " and 
not before, orders were given for raifing a 
company of miners, and on the 7th of May, in 

a letter from Mr. Fox, being after the com- 


mencement of the ſeige of fort St. Philip's, di- 


rections were given for ſending three more ba- 
30 for the reinforcement of that gar- ; 


"han it appears that the repeated avi Ml 
received by the government, of the beginning, 
progreſs, and deſtination of the fleet, equip- 
ping at Toulon in the years 1755 and 17 56, and 
that the not ſending an earlier and ſtronger na- 
voal force to the Mediterranean than that which 
failed under Admiral Byng (notwithſtanding as 


above) were ſome of the N cauſes of the 
loſs of Minorca, 7” 


= Tur it appears FR the delay] ying to ſend 6: 

any reinforcement of troops to the iſland of 
Minorca, till the departure of Admiral Byng on 
the 6th of April 1756, the ſuffering the offi- 


: ;: 
a. , 8 Wr 2 72 22 - ? 
. rr r —— 


ng — 1 


Vos — —Ü—ͤy„—U by 


OS © 


ba i3 0 wa! hb $17 1601 2169002 71 1 11 
7 Y 1 ; 'W l 4 x3 ö * . 1 „* OY | 8 8 4 8 
10 Dnelli e vt ©) e400 1 10 N auler Vas 
| 2 ” IF Dir 1 1 . 1 "4% o ab 5 
% N is USDA to 519117450 208 1:1 DIR Ai 


3 


4 "= 


eers delotiping 1o-the'pdwitks 10 Wilinig att - 
ſent from their peſts, and the not giving anz 


oitlers for railing! miners for the defence of 


fort 5% Philip ei the Zoth of Marth 1 56, 


ure ſome ofi the principal e eaülles f 'the lofs'of 
Aru 09 28% 40 ce 10 Hefen THEN 


£9 Int £10443 na g NN * Ea Ks bs 5111 digt: 37 i) | 


— 2 2 " ; ” , 3 is; As : 


- ; * wv 
* 4 


4 2 * \ : 
4 A 1 0 * X 
a v4; * k * 


bas dr 1 os AK to op vil) no TANT 


* * , 


2 Zadie! 101 2919 $199 #721510 2300] en 


ey * 


_ LOS N I - — a. — — 
i e 1 3 
. by 7 P 
N 12 : 
by 5 2 Tx _ » ” * 8 — 
aw; 3 8 * ACE - 2 >a $ #7 as 4 {1 
| Rs A 
-d Sor "4 <54:6/# 6:25 & 
2115 | 78 84 * 
yg 2 [33 4 33 72440 J 
y - + 
\ „ 


. 3 | 45 . 4 . 
| enn k Neger; 21] ty” Wis. « 14 - 23 69 8 31 TA II & 
Acillin | 220: ©] RE 


AK - * a 4 , 8 - „ > 5% - % £% F Sw AR 2 
es 19 52 by 2 *** FAC ANA IDOLS 118 28 92 383 9 
x — © 14S 


5 * 

The . 2 
bas zi brig td l veg 
| | a: Wag 

ett 12 8 54 5 | 202 2111 16tf 


Mt 
O13 J 4 $5701; [BY 


rnb, A 125a6 bal 


daid vr 181 28 
es 20 gaibo aH 


Ti 51 8 A 


33 * EF N \ 
} 1 27 - 7 „ £7 ; 7 erte * 32 7 4 *'P FY © 
5 110 58. 20 fot mtg $53. 70 201 $199 (9 
: . u . * * | . 101 
J \ 5 2 . x, ; k * ** 4 
Pa ED PR... 3 3 FF od 4 grabs 10 220 
* af 1 - 7 955 s = Ns "0" | v - * : * : gs 2h, 2 
a þ o — . * — — 


* 


2 
1 \Wv 10 0 50 
Ta: W e 


w 
-ifto'orls yartoRut ods 7 


K 


( 13 K : 
nr * 


Ld 
9 


= 


9 


e 


> 


- 
7 
. 
. 
o 
. 
- 
* 
* 
8 
* 
, 
" 
- 
* 
% » u 
x 
* 


e 


4. 
0 
* 
- 
0 
» 
* 
* 
* 
. 
o 
- 
. 
. . 


— AT Se 


— 


— 


